
All Saints Church, 
Totley
As I write this during the month 
of a general election and as we 
head into the summer, there 
is a palpable sense of change 
sweeping across our nation. 
We’re witnessing changes in 
school years, a change in the 
Prime Minister, and the ever-

changing colours of the fields surrounding Totley. Of course 
the British ‘summer’ with its changing weather, adds to this 
dynamic atmosphere. While some changes are exciting, 
others can be quite challenging.

I should note that I now also add this after the shocking 
assassination attempt at an American political rally and the 
tragic death of at least one person. Such events remind us 
how change can feel threatening, and sometimes the direction 
of travel can be a real concern for us. In these moments, we 
find comfort in our changeless God. At church we’ve been 
reflecting on the book of Hebrews, where we’re reminded that 
our unchanging God knows what it’s like to live in this world. 
He understands our struggles and offers us both stability and 
understanding as we grapple with change.

As a church, we’ve experienced significant changes over the 
last three years. This centenary year, we celebrate not only 
the rich history of All Saints but also the positive changes that 
have shaped us. Our community involvement remains a key 
part of our identity, while new energy infuses our ministry. 
We’re welcoming a new Youth, Children’s, and Families’ 
Minister, and our programmes for young people are thriving 
with over 60 regularly involved. Our work with the over 60s, 
like the Natter group and midweek communion services, 
continues to flourish. We’ve also invested in our church 
grounds, ensuring they can be enjoyed by the community and 
support the expanding ministry at church.

The past few weeks have been particularly busy and joyful. 
The massive JOY Fun Day, organised in conjunction with other 
local churches, saw hundreds enjoying the free activities. A 
huge thanks to the High Sheriff, Lord Mayor, and Olivia Blake 
MP for joining us. We also proudly participated in the Open 
Gardens event, celebrating the beauty of our surroundings and 
the strength of our community. We are so thankful for Jennie 
and the team and we loved being a part of this wonderful 
event, welcoming visitors and sharing the story of All Saints 
with help from the fantastic folk at the Totley History Group.

Multiple work mornings have transformed our buildings 
and grounds, ready for the expanding ministry at All 
Saints. Additionally, the Nabucco concert was a highlight 
of our centenary celebrations, bringing beautiful music and 
community together.

We have also been saddened by the loss of well-known 
community figures: John Hill-Wilson, a dedicated school 
governor for 20 years and designer of much of the church 
school; Les Firth, whose work with the Totley Show among 
other contributions will be a lasting memory; and Ken Filleul, 
loved by many and who had a profound impact on our lunch 
club and toddler group. Their legacies remind us of the 
importance of community and the enduring impact of service.

Looking ahead, we have many exciting events planned. Over 
the summer, on the 4th and 25th of August, we will be having a 
picnic after church in the grounds. It’s a super low-key event—
just bring a picnic and join us as we enjoy each other’s company. 

As part of our centenary celebrations, on Saturday, 31st August, 
we will walk around the Totley Parish boundary (or ‘Beat the 
Bounds’). This 16km/10 mile walk is open to everyone, offering 
a wonderful way to explore and connect with our beautiful 
surroundings. We will meet at All Saints Church at 9.45 am 
and start promptly at 10.00 am. Please email neilhayden5454@
gmail.com if you would like to participate.

For your diaries, here are some dates for upcoming events:
6th October: Harvest Service at church
2nd November: All Saints Party (part of our centenary 
programme)

12th November: Remembrance Sunday
17th November: Centenary Service (AST 2024 at 10 am, AST 
as it was in 1924 at 2 pm with the bishop and bubbly—a great 
combo!)
5-7 December: The Christmas Experience
15th December: Carols By Candle Light

Change is a constant, but so is the love and stability we find 
in God. At All Saints, we continue to be a place of welcome, 
hope, and community. We invite you to join us, whether it’s 
praying together, serving others, or simply enjoying friendship 
and fellowship. So if you’d like to pray or talk to someone, 
please get in touch. Of course, you’re are also welcome to 
pop in any Sunday at 10 am. We want to be a blessing to 
our community in this special centenary year and beyond. We 
can’t wait to celebrate all that God has in store for All Saints, 
for Totley, and for Sheffield!

Rev’d Ben Tanner, Vicar
M: 07912 890512
E: ben@allsaintstotley.church | www.allsaintstotley.church
Totley Hall Lane, Sheffield, S17 4FA

Friends of Dore & Totley Station 
Last time I said “We’ll be fully there by September!”  

I’d become so fed up with delay after delay that I resigned 
myself to a fairly vague prediction. As I write, the car park 
is being repaired and 100 spaces will soon be available. The 
final 29 probably won’t be until some time in September. Four 
EV (electric vehicle) charging points should become available   
sometime later this year. In the meantime we have lots of 
room to shelter bikes.

Restoring the railway triangle, the hillside below Poynton 
Wood and the area in front of the West View Lane flats should 
happen this year, but probably not entirely until early 2025?

Pile driving
At midnight on Sunday 19th May residents from West View 
Lane all the way up to Dore village and as far as the Green 
Oak area were awakened by the sound of pile driving. It was 
remorseless and continued almost non-stop until 6.30.

Letters had been sent to nearby residents. ‘Nearby’ seems 
to have been taken as an arbitrary distance from the railway 
rather than from where the work was being done. Noise 
doesn’t limit itself to such criteria. In this case Bradway 
Bank behind the work acted as a great reflector, much like a 
satellite dish in reverse, projecting sound waves out across 
the valley. On a lovely clear and still morning following a nice 
warm sunny day most residents had their windows open.  The 
contractors received over 150 complaints. Local Facebook 
groups went wild with many more. Curiously none were from 
Bradway residents although some had received letters. The lie 
of the land kept the noise away.

In theory this was supposed to continue for 6 more Sundays 
however the contractors and Network Rail called a halt for a 
rethink. The pile driving can only be done when trains aren’t 
running. Early Sunday mornings are the only times it’s possible 
to get long enough between scheduled trains. It takes over 6 
months to arrange a scheduled blockade of the line to allow 
daytime working. After a pause of 5 weeks with almost total 
inactivity, work resumed on 8th July.    (Continued page 18)

 
  17


