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Two well-known 

views of Totley from 

around 100 years 

ago. Both are still 

recognisable – even 

without the traffic!

It is 30 years since 

the Totley Residents 

Association was 

formed – our ‘pearl’ 

anniversary and this 

is the 300
th

 edition of 

the ‘Indie’. 

A celebration is 

planned to be held in 

Green Oak Park on 

1
st
 July. 
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Totley Residents Association 
Update 

Recently, I have been reading through some of the earlier 

Totley Independents. They make interesting reading, 30 

years on and TRA are still protesting about the same 

problems as in 1977! 

Traffic problems on our roads, trying to prevent the 

erosion of our green space, trying to stop trees from being 

felled, trying to find somewhere for the community to 

meet, nothing changes, so it seems. 

TRA used to hold events in Green Oak Park so our 

Birthday Celebrations on July 1st will be following in the 

footsteps of days gone by. 

For the next few months we will be very busy preparing 

for the “Big Day”. 

Our aim is to make July 1st a day to remember for 

everyone.  

Watch this space for details. Please be ready to come and 

give a hand. 
The Police Bike and specialist equipment for our Community 

Constable Mark Wadsworth has cost £1802.00. This has been 

paid for out of TRA Funds. Some shops, businesses, churches 
and residents have been very generous, but we need more 

people to give something to the fund. 

A reminder that the Halifax on the Rise have kindly offered 

their help. TRA have opened an account where members of 

the community can leave donations of cash or cheques. Any 

cheques should be made out to TRA. 

 There are also collecting boxes at Cassons Electrical shop 

and at Baslow Road News & Off Licence. Please drop in 

your small change, it all adds up. 

Thanks to all those who have already made a donation. So far 

we have £448.00 in the Halifax account, so we still have a 
long way to go. 

No doubt you have seen the Notices down the Rise asking for 

comments about the proposed Junction Improvements at 

Bushey Wood Road and Bus Stop alteration at Grove Road. 

It is hoped residents who received notification will have 

responded. 

A map for the proposed Pedestrian Crossing Improvements at 

Baslow Road / Mickley Lane also came into the public 

domain. This was a surprise, as TRA had been informed by 

the officer from Development Services, Traffic Section, that 

the map would not be available for public comment until the 

end of February / March. 
 Several phone calls later it was discovered the map had been 

released too early, by mistake. 

TRA have arranged a meeting with Council Officers to 

discuss the map when it is available. Notices will be put up at 

the junction so residents and shopkeepers will have an 

opportunity to comment. 

At the last SWAP meeting held in November, Mary Bagley 

Director of Parks and Countryside gave an update on Green 

Oak Park Entrance. This was a response to questions raised at 

the October meeting. The minutes state that the proposed 

alterations to the entrance would cause some root loss to the 
magnificent oak tree. 

A far greater threat to the tree was a severe butt disease 

caused by a fungal infection. 

Inspection of the tree by a qualified arboriculturist, gave us to 

understand that the fungal infection was not causing too 

much of a problem. Oak trees are noted for compensating 

infections. This is why they are able to live for many years. 

As the oak tree is on the pavement, it is the responsibility of 

Streetforce.  

TRA asked them for comments. They came and test drilled 

the tree. Their conclusion was the fungal infection is not 

creating too much of a problem at the moment. There are no 

health and safety implications to the public; it will be checked 

again in a year. 

The Streetforce arboriculturist was unhappy that the tree roots 
could be damaged if the entrance was widened. He indicated 

he would oppose any root disturbance under the canopy of 

the tree. The canopy spreads across the entrance to the park 

and over the garden of the lodge keeper’s bungalow. 

Alterations proposed by Parks and Countryside would 

damage the tree and eventually cause its death, not a very 

good idea for the Council Department responsible for 

promoting Sheffield as a GREEN  CITY !! 

Avril Critchley 

Chairman TRA 

 
300 Not Out 

In May 1977 a group of tenants from the Green Oak Area 

suggested the idea of a Residents Association for Totley.  In 

Alan Jockel, the local vicar, they found a man to help 

champion their cause. 

In June 1977 when it looked possible that such an association 
could be formed and launched (on 1 July 1977 in Green Oak 

Park, Totley Independence Day), the idea of a newsletter 

suggested by Brian Edwards seemed a good idea and in 

Brian’s hands, together with a small group of helpers The 

Totley Independent hit the streets.  The first edition sold out 

in a very short time. 

Brian, of course, had set the benchmark for this magazine and 

his usual high standard became the order of the day. 

In the meantime John Perkinton had taken on the job of 

distributor, a post he still holds today, no shirker our John. 

Those that followed Brian as Editors and compilers found 
their work cut out with the amount of time, patience and 

dedication required to produce a monthly magazine (and no 

issue has ever been missed). 

Obviously times have changed since the early days of the 

magazine, when the biggest asset was an electric typewriter, 

no computers, and the magazine was assembled by hand and 

the smell of adhesive and “cow-gum” filled the house for 

days. 

Well, I remember working through the night, missing Bank 

Holidays and arranging family holidays so as not to coincide 

with Totley Independent deadlines. 

In the early days no-one ever gave thought to how long the 
magazine may go on for.  But now we are able to look back 

nearly 30 years (and I still have every copy!) 

The Totley Independent has always been a respected 

publication, and as Editor in the late 1970s/80s I was 

regularly invited to give talks across the city and to 

journalists on courses at Richmond College.  Not bad for a 

local rag. 

From a talk given at Totley Library we were able to donate 

the £10 fee as the first donation to help launch Transport 17.   

So what will the next milestone be?  To celebrate the 50th 

edition we gave away a free bookmark and a printed balloon, 
how times have changed! 

Later in the year Totley Residents Association celebrate their 

30th anniversary (Pearl), no doubt The Totley Independent 

will continue to be the jewel in its crown. 

Mike Williamson 
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The Talk of Totley 
A COMMUNITY POLICE VIEW.  

Can I first wish you all a happy and safe 2007. Can I also 

thank the editor of Totley Independent for allowing my 

colleagues and me this small space to pass on our thoughts. 
From my point of view this article is a bit like looking into a 

Crystal Ball. I have to try and second-guess Crime trends 

with a view to hopefully preventing and Detecting Crime. 

Naturally as a Police officer my main remit is Crime but I 

want also to address some local issues that cause me some 

concern.  

As we enter the Spring I would like to offer a few reminders 

to people about various matters which if considered might 

save them future headaches. From a Crime Prevention point 

of view can I remind people that after Christmas burglars 

know full well that houses are well stocked with brand new 
equipment. They also know that most people will not have 

UV marked this equipment with their Post code and house 

number (pens can be obtained from me for free) they also 

know that without this info, stolen goods are easy to sell on at 

car boots etc. Also as the days lengthen the same ne”do well 

turns his attention to garden ornaments and sheds. He knows 

that stolen garden items including hanging baskets are easily 

sold off at Car Boots with no questions asked.  

Can I also mention two of the most stolen items we have at 

the moment. These are Satellite Navigation Systems, in 

particular portable ones, and Laptops. PLEASE PLEASE if 

you own either of the above would you remove it from your 
vehicle overnight. A review of the crimes committed in our 

area for last year show that we sufferred most of our crime in 

the first three months. Lets Crack Crime Together. 

 This also applies to Students/landlords. Its amazing how 

much Crime is committed against Students who move to 

pastures new in houses with poor Security i.e. Door/window 

locks etc with loads of Brand new Laptops/ mobile phones/I-

pods/Playstations etc, etc. These students are easy pickings 

for seasoned Criminals.  

If anyone has any concerns about Crime Prevention matters 

as a Team we are more than willing to offer any advice. 
Comprehensive advice can also be found on the website 

www.crimereduction.gov.uk  

As you might be aware the Policing team for Dore and Totley 

consists of two Police officers who are soon to be joined by 

one PCSO. Whilst each has its own remit and responsibility 

for an Area it is thought that we should tackle both areas as 

one. With that in mind we have tried to tackle such local 

issues as graffiti and Youth disturbance. The PCSOS whilst 

on patrol make notes of Graffiti etc and ensure that these are 

tackled by the council. Whilst it might not be appreciated that 

this can be a priority it should be born in mind that once the 

fabric of a neighbourhood starts to deteriorate it’s not long 
before Crime and disorder rises. This leads me onto Youth 

Disturbance and the impact this has on such a relatively quiet 

neighbourhood as Totley. The team is working in partnership 

with the Local Churches and youth groups to ensure that our 

local youth are not only catered for but also controlled in 

their activities. This work has included many visits to groups 

and the local schools. Hopefully this work should restore 

some of the peace to our area.  

Speaking of Community involvement I would just like to 

mention that on the First Monday and Third Wednesday of 

each Month I try to hold a drop in surgery at the Totley 
Library between 2pm and 3pm. Whilst I don’t serve hot foods 

you will be given a warm welcome. Please feel free to drop in 

for a chat about any Policing issue which concerns you.  

THE POLICE BIKE.  I have been a serving Police Officer for 

a long time and often am at a loss for words. But I would just 

like to say a massive THANK YOU to the people of Totley 

and especially the Totley Residents Association for the 

provision of a Police Bike. My Colleague P.C. Spencer has 

used a bike for a long time and I know just how useful this 

can be. It should prove most useful in tackling the various 

types of crime especially Youth Nuisance that we seem to 
suffer.  

Well I think that’s enough. Any of the Dore/Totley Policing 

team can be contacted on the following numbers below  0114 

2963187 or at Totley Box on 0114 2963681 or e mail 

mark.wadsworth@southyorks.pnn.police.uk  

I hope to make this a regular feature but cant promise due to 

Policing Commitments but be assured if I have anything to 

say I shall let you know.  

 Mark Wadsworth Pc 486 

Totley Community Constable.  

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Surgeries 
Conservatives: 

4th Saturday of each month 10.00 to 11.00 am Dore Village 

Society room, Dore Old School, corner of Vicarage Lane and 
Savage Lane, Dore,. Contact details: telephone 273 4108 

Email: anne.smith@sheffield.gov.uk or 

michael.waters@sheffield.gov.uk. 

Liberal Democrats: 

2nd Monday in the month 6.00-7.00 p.m., Totley Library, 

Baslow Road and 2nd Saturday in the month from 10.30 a.m. 

to 12.00 noon, Dore Old School Hall, Savage Lane, Dore 

Contact details: telephone 235 2289 Email: 

keith.hill@sheffield.gov.uk 
 
 

TOTLEY RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 

www.totley.org.uk 
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I hope that you all had a happy Christmas and that 2007 

started off well for you. Tony Bradbury and I are beginning 

our 18th year as escorts. How time flies!! We send 

congratulations to Peter Gauntlet, one of our drivers, and to 
Jane, his wife. They had a grandson just before Christmas. 

Lovely news. 

The lunch and social clubs we serve use up a lot of time and 

energy, not just to provide food and activities, but applying 

for and maintaining their funding. A lot of them hire two 

buses from us to deliver their members safely. If the buses are 

full, then people have to go on the club’s waiting list to be 

picked up. It would be very uneconomic for the clubs to be 

billed for a bus containing one passenger. Also it would not 

fit in with the times we would need to get passengers to any 

other clubs on that day. 
We service over 30 clubs every week as well as extra trips 

and outings. It takes a lot of planning and as clubs are 

charged on their mileage, we don’t want to cause them 

unnecessary expense. 

May I ask our passengers to let us know when they do not 

want picking up or are back after illness or holidays. It is 

particularly important that they let their lunch clubs know 

when they will not be attending. 

Our number is 236 2962 and there is an answerphone for 

when the office is un-manned. Someone is usually there 

between 9am and noon every  Monday to Friday. 

I hope we don’t have bad weather so that we can do our jobs 
and get everyone out and about. Mind you, it takes a lot to 

stop us. We are intrepid. 

Margaret Barlow 

 

 

Totley Townswomen’s Guild 
2006 was an enjoyable year for the Guild.  Two coffee 

mornings, one at the home of Mrs Rita Farmery in August 
and one at the home of Mrs Hamiyet Onal in October,   a 

reception at the Town Hall attended by representatives of the 

Guild and our birthday lunch.  Our choir gave several 

concerts throughout the year as well. 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of every month at 

Totley Rise Methodist Church Hall at 10.00 am and after a 

short business meeting we have a coffee break, followed by a 

speaker.  There is a sales table with items kindly brought by 

members and a raffle. 

Do come along and join us, we are a very friendly Guild. 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
 
Activities held each month include – social studies, choir, 

exercise class, drama (play reading), rambles in Derbyshire, 

and various outings to places of interest throughout the year. 

Secretary Hazel Brown, telephone 236 8952. 

 
KING ECGBERTS 

PRIZE GIVING 2006 
Mrs. Ferdinand’s Award for the student achieving the highest 

marks at A level was given to Alex Scown. 

The Alison Firth Award for the student who achieved despite 

personal difficulties was presented to Abbie Cooper. 

Dorothy Firth 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Friday, 2 March 2007 at 10.30 am 

 

Dore Methodist Church 

 
Everyone is welcome, coffee afterwards 

Speaker – Mrs Dell Cook 

 

Any enquiries to Rosemary, Telephone 2363027 

 

TREE ISSUES 
As a Totley resident for over 30yrs I take a great interest in 

my environment and I become very angry when I see and 

read what Sheffield City Council get away with in the 

Totley area. Over the years we have gradually lost parts of 

our beautiful environment such as:-  

• The Meadow which was situated where a Housing 

Estate has now been built on Back Lane. 

• A coppice at the bottom of Whites Drive, on Mickley 

Lane this land had tree preservation on five trees, of 

which at least four have been felled to allow the 

builders to put up those monstrous apartments what an 

eye sore on a lovely country lane.  

• We are apparently going to loose at least 17 trees on 

the old Green Oak Nursing Home. 

• We now have to be very careful that we do not loose 

the old Oak Tree at the entrance to the park on 

Mickley Lane. 

The Sheffield City Council has a lot to answer for. I feel 

one department does not appear to know what the other 

department is doing. I read with interest in The Star that 

Sheffield City Council are promoting:- 

• Bigger Green Belt planned around city 

• Parks and green spaces improving 

• Council's use of Brownfield sites praised. 

Trees have a vital part to play they are invaluable to the 

environment in which we live; the destruction of so many 

trees is detrimental to any area. I feel very strongly that 

unless a tree is diseased or damaged and a danger to the 

public then trees should be left to grow and give pleasure 

to the community, and let builders build on Brownfield 

Sites and leave areas like Totley to be enjoyed by the 

people who live here. 

Mrs. M. Marshall. 
 

Totley Probus Club  
for Retired Gentlemen 

We meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 10 am at the 

United Reformed Church on Totley Brook Road. 

We have a variety of interesting speakers and also some 
social outings. 
 

New members would be very 

welcome. 
 

Anyone interested please contact : 

Edward Camm (Chairman)    Tel  236 6095 

John Appleton  (Secretary)    Tel  236 6106 
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LIBRARIES AND COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION 

As a result of concerns raised by Totley Residents' 

Association about the refusal to display community notices in 

the library, Avril Critchley and Jennie Street met with Janice 

Maskort, Director of Libraries and Information, on 

Wednesday 29th November, to assess the situation of 

noticeboards and information in Totley Library. 

Janice Maskort was very much in agreement with our 

concerns and it was agreed that the entrance hall of Totley 

Library should be cleared of the large machine which no-one 

uses, a screen would be purchased for the front of the library, 

on which to display information to be visible from both sides, 
and noticeboards and a shelf would be erected around the 

inner window.  Books for sale could go on the shelf and TRA 

and community notices on the boards.  This would tidy up the 

entrance significantly and also create more visibility for 

information. 

In addition, the space in the children's library has proved very 

cramped for the chairobics class run by the TRA, and we also 

had a discussion about replacing what are known as "Kinder 

boxes" - the ones that hold the large books for small children 

- as they are terribly heavy to move.   Janice Maskort also 

agreed to investigate costings and funding for more mobile, 

lighter boxes. 
Obviously all depends on Janice Maskort finding funding for 

these items, but the TRA was very pleased that she responded 

so positively to our concerns and was willing to try and make 

improvements happen. 

Watch this space. 

Jennie 

 

Community Coffee Mornings, 
Raffles and Items for Sale 

Confusion seems to have arisen in recent weeks regarding the 

role of libraries as community facilities, following some 

contradictory advice which we have received regarding 

financial and other regulations. 

This message, which will also be sent in hard copy to all 

service points, sets out our policies. 

Coffee Mornings 
We encourage and support community groups to hold coffee 
mornings in our libraries, where space and facilities permit.  

This includes access to kitchen facilities within our buildings.  

We do, however, have to follow sensible Health and Safety 

guidelines which mean that hot kettles and/or tea urns should 

not be located in public spaces where there is the risk of an 

accident. 

Community Group Raffles 
Library staff are not permitted to run raffles for the public 

within libraries.  However, community groups may organise 

and run their own raffles. The tickets and any cash collected 

would be the responsibility of the group running the raffle.   
Sale of Items of Local Interest 
Our libraries have a clear role to sell items of local interest 

such as parish magazines, community newspapers, books and 

paintings by local authors and artists.  Many of these items 

will only be available through community outlets such as 

libraries and it is important that we support local writers, 

artists and groups.   

Staff can collect money for such items and store it in local 

safes.  However, such monies must be clearly labelled and 

separately bagged from council money.  We will shortly 

produce a disclaimer form for customers who wish to sell 

items to sign stating that cash is collected is done so at their 

own risk. 

Staff cannot sell items which they have produced themselves, 

eg greetings cards, as this raises issues around competition 

and conflict of interest.  However, staff may sell books and 

other materials of local interest.  If staff are uncertain on this 

point, please refer to a member of Strategy Team. 

Community Information 
A revised poster policy will be issued shortly. 

Janice Maskort and Strategy Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

**************************** 
DON'T SAY YOU DIDN'T KNOW 

**************************** 
 
GO TO THE TOTLEY WEBSITE! 

 
www.totley.org.uk 
 
Find out about events or read 
reports, or view photos of Totley 
people and activities. 
 
Send your information or photos 
or comments to the website for 
inclusion. 
 
admin@totley.org.uk  or ring John 
Beazer 236-2302 


