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Totley Show bounces back!
Totley Show was back on 18 September, after a year 
missed because of the Pandemic. 

We were blessed with a lovely sunny day which brought out 
our residents and families to come and view the exhibits - 
so much so that the Show overran in order to accommodate 
everyone getting through to view all the wonderful entries. 
The standard was very high again.

We had an increase in the Children’s Section again this year 
which is always encouraging. Thanks go to the two local 
schools for promoting the Show and particularly to Totley 
Primary School for the use of their premises.

:H�KDG�VRPH�YHU\�JHQHURXV�UDϓH�SUL]HV�JLYHQ�WR�XV�E\�
a number of our local businesses and that increased the 
amount taken from that source. It is been brought to 
P\�DWWHQWLRQ�WKDW�DOPRVW�DOO�WKH�EHDXW\�SUL]HV�ZHUH�ZRQ�
by men!

We were sorry to be unable to put on the entertainment or 
refreshments this year but hopefully they will be back next 
year. Despite this an enjoyable time was had by all.

A full report will appear in the next issue of Totley independ-
ent with details of all the winners.

Mick Warwick, Totley Show Chair 

Winning exhibits at Totley Show on September 18th - more photos on page 3

 New Local Area Committee meets
6HSWHPEHU� ��WK� VDZ� WKH� ¿UVW� SXEOLF� PHHW-
ing of one of the new Local Area Committees 
(LAC) anywhere in the city, in Greystones Pri-
mary school. Councillors for the South West 
area (Dore and Totley, Ecclesall, Fulwood and 
Crookes and Crosspool) and around 60 mem-
bers of the public met in the school hall.

A new setup for locality working was agreed 
by the council in March and this will lead, we 
hope, to greater local control and accounta-
bility of local services, better engagement 
and collaboration with community groups and 
more say for local people over how the council 
operates.

To what extent this will actually happen re-
mains to be seen.  So far, very little in the way 
of powers and budgets have been devolved 
to local area committees and this needs to 
change if they are to be successful. Members 
of the public at the meeting raised both ques-
tions of process - “how are we really getting a 
better say here?” - a good  (continued p.8) 
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Totley Show 2021
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Current Opening Hours
We have extended our opening hours on Wednesdays and 
are open from 2-5pm from 15th September. We are also 
open for browsing on Mondays 2pm - 5pm and Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday between 10am -1pm. We 
are continuing to encourage the use of masks and 
hand sanitising. Three of our computers are available for 
use: sessions need to be booked in advance by telephoning 
the Library on 0114 236 3971 during opening hours. Toilet 
facilities have re-opened for library users.

We continue to monitor the numbers in the Adult and 
Children’s sections and at busy times a queuing system may 
be in operation to maintain social distancing. So far, however, 
we have been pleased that we have not had to introduce a 
queueing system at any of our sessions. By and large our 
library users have respected our social distancing guidelines 
and the majority have worn face coverings and used the 
hand sanitisers.

Book Fines
6KHϒHOG� &LW\� &RXQFLO� KDYH� H[WHQGHG� WKH� H[HPSWLRQ� RQ�
FRXQFLO� ERRN� ¿QHV� XQWLO� ���'HFHPEHU� ������ 7RWOH\� /LEUDU\�
are doing the same for Totley Loans (Orange Sticker books). 
3OHDVH�QRWH� WKDW� WKLV�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\� WR�RYHUGXH�¿QHV� WKDW�
were owed pre-pandemic (before March 2020 lockdown) and 
lost books will also incur charges.  

New Book Purchases
In response to library user requests, we have added a 
substantial number of new large print and audiobooks to our 
FROOHFWLRQ��:H�KDYH����QHZ�ODUJH�SULQW�ERRNV���PDLQO\�¿FWLRQ��
crime and romance - and 32 new audiobooks. Why not visit 
and take a look? 

We would love to hear more from library members on books 
to purchase. If you’d like to make a recommendation for 
a new book, we have now added a section on our website 
to submit suggestions - see http://www.totleycric.org.uk/
suggest-a-new-book/ for details.

Alternatively, if you prefer to purchase books, our salers 
shelves have been re-stocked, so please pop into the library 
WR�KDYH�D�ORRN��:H�KDYH�D�JRRG�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�FULPH��¿FWLRQ��
QRQ�¿FWLRQ��&'V��'9'V�DQG�MLJVDZV��$�PLQLPXP�GRQDWLRQ�RI�
just 50p per item is expected.

Summer Reading Challenge
The Summer Reading Challenge proved very popular and ran 

from late July until early September. It brought family 
groups back into the Children’s Library again. Children 
FROOHFWHG� WKHLU� VWLFNHUV�� D� FHUWL¿FDWH� DQG� D� IUHH� ERRN� RI�
their choice after reading four books. We had many 
SRVLWLYH�FRPPHQWV�DQG�KDSS\�FKLOGUHQ���DQG�RXU�9ROXQWHHUV��
enjoyed it too.

Library Events
Health Walks resumed in late August and Baby Time and 
Children’s Story Time restarted in the library from 13th 
September. There is no need to book for these events but 
we are still maintaining a restriction on numbers for social 
distancing reasons. More details can be found on our website 
www.totleycric.org.uk which is the easiest way to get 
information about upcoming events.

Community Events
Although all legal restrictions have been removed, the 
Trustees of Totley CRIC understand that many people coming 
to community events will be taking cautious steps towards 
“normality” and are keen to provide an environment that 
feels safe to groups using the Library. We have carried out 
a risk assessment to ensure a safe basic environment but 
groups hiring the Library will need to carry out their own 
risk assessment in relation to the conduct of their meetings. 
Consequently attendance at events has been limited to 30 on 
a trial basis and attendees are asked to wear face coverings. 
This will be reviewed following the outcome of trial events 
with a view to enabling community activities to restart as 
soon as possible.

Totley Library Volunteer And Trustee Vacancies 
We are lucky that many experienced volunteers have now 
returned and with the addition of new volunteers we will 
be able to increase our opening hours in the future. If you 
are interested in becoming involved in the running of Totley 
Library, as a volunteer or trustee, we would welcome new 
faces. For trustees we are particularly looking for people 
who have experience in the management of events, 
working in a voluntary organisation and creation of policies 
and procedures. A discussion at our recent AGM 
highlighted a need for a greater diversity of trustees 
in both age and ethnicity so we are particularly 
interested in hearing from people who could help us 
to achieve this.

If anyone would like further information regarding the roles 
and responsibilities available please contact us at chair@
totleycric.org.uk.

Latest Lottery Winners
,Q�WKH�-XO\�GUDZ��WKH�¿UVW�SUL]H�ZLQQHU�ZDV�%UHQGD�)U\HU��DQG�
WKH� VHFRQG�SUL]H� ZLQQHU� ZDV� $PDQGD� +DUGZLFN�� 7KH� ¿UVW�
SUL]H�ZLQQHU�LQ�WKH�$XJXVW�GUDZ�ZDV�$PDQGD�+DUGZLFN���DQG�
WKH�VHFRQG�SUL]H�ZDV�ZRQ�E\�5RJHU�/DVNR��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�
to all!

For up-to-date information on our activities please go to our 
website at www.totleycric.org.uk or our Facebook page.

Norman Rolfe

Totley Library
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Update from Olivia Blake MP
Firstly I want to thank 
everyone who has been 
in touch with me over the 
VXPPHU�DERXW�WKH�KRUUL¿F�
situation in Afghanistan. 
It is unbearably sad and 
distressing, especially for 
those that have friends 
and family unable to 
OHDYH�� 0\� RϒFH� DQG� ,�
have been working hard 
to support people, and 
I have raised my deep 

concerns with the Government’s response. I will continue to 
do everything I can to support those stuck in Afghanistan, 
as well as campaign to secure amnesty for all Afghans in the 
8.��HQVXUH�VDIH�URXWHV�DUH�SURYLGHG�IRU�HYHU\RQH�ÀHHLQJ�ZDU�
DQG�YLROHQFH��DQG�VWHS�XS�P\�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�$QWL�5HIXJHH�
Bill. If you live in Hallam and have family members trying to 
leave Afghanistan please get in touch and my team and I will 
do everything we can to help.

I have also this summer launched a consultation for Hallam 
UHVLGHQWV��IROORZLQJ�WKH�VKRFNLQJ�ULVH� LQ�DEXVH�RI�IURQW�OLQH�
workers over the past year. I have heard story after story, 
including from people in Totley, who have experienced verbal 
and physical abuse from customers on a near daily basis. 
6LQFH�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�FXVWRPHU�
facing workers have experienced verbal or physical abuse 
while they do their job. I will be working hard to change 
the law so that everyone is protected in their place of work. 
At the time of writing, I am preparing to bring a motion to 
3DUOLDPHQW�WR�PDNH�WKLV�DEXVH�D�FULPLQDO�RϑHQFH��VR�WKDW�DOO�
IURQW�OLQH�VWDϑ�DUH�SURWHFWHG�

,�MRLQHG�WKH�563%�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UXVW�LQ�WKH�TXHVW�WR�WDJ�
a beautiful hen harrier chick. These are such a precious and 
PDJQL¿FHQW�VSHFLHV�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�SURWHFWLRQ��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�
to watch the video, you can do so on my website. I also took 
part in an event put on by Chris Packham, and spoke to Wild 
Justice about the need to licence grouse shooting and ban 
all peatland burning, to address the climate emergency and 
restore our precious peatland habitats, like those in the Peak 
District. 

)ROORZLQJ� WKH� GHFODUDWLRQ� RI� D� QDWXUH� HPHUJHQF\� E\�1DWXUH�
5HFRYHU\�6KHϒHOG��DQG�WKHQ�E\�6KHϒHOG�&LW\�&RXQFLO��,�KHOG�D�
1DWXUH�(PHUJHQF\�6XPPLW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW��,W�ZDV�JUHDW�
to bring together key stakeholders in our city to discuss how 
6KHϒHOG�FDQ�WDFNOH�WKH�QDWXUH�HPHUJHQF\��DQG�ZKDW�DFWLRQV�
ZH�FDQ�WDNH�ORFDOO\��2XU�FLW\¶V�H[SHUWLVH��XQLTXH�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�
the strength of feeling as highlighted by the nature emergency 
GHFODUDWLRQ�PHDQV�6KHϒHOG�KDV�D�KXJH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHDOO\�
lead the way on nature recovery. I am excited to help to push 
WKLV�ZRUN�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�WKH�XUJHQF\�QHHGHG��1DWXUH�5HFRYHU\�
6KHϒHOG�DUH�DVNLQJ�HYHU\RQH�WR�MRLQ�XV�E\�GHFODULQJ�D�1DWXUH�
(PHUJHQF\�IRU�6KHϒHOG��,I�\RX¶YH�QRW�DOUHDG\��SOHDVH�VLJQ�XS�
to the declaration on their website.

,� KDYH� DOVR� EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� 6KHϒHOG� 6WDU� DQG� WKH�
&DPSDLJQ� WR�3URWHFW�5XUDO�(QJODQG� �&35(��RQ�D� FDPSDLJQ�
WR�HUHFW�D�SODTXH�LQ�KRQRXU�RI�P\�KLVWRULF�FRQVWLWXHQW��(WKHO�
+D\WKRUQWKZDLWH��ZKR�ZDV�D�SLRQHHULQJ�FDPSDLJQHU���SOD\LQJ�
a pivotal role in the formation of our very own Peak District 
1DWLRQDO�3DUN��,I�\RX�DUH�DEOH��SOHDVH�FRQVLGHU�GRQDWLQJ�WR�
RXU� FDPSDLJQ� WR� HUHFW� D� SODTXH� LQ� KRQRXU� RI� KHU� DPD]LQJ�
work. You can do so on my website.

At the time of writing Parliament has just opened up again 
and I am back to being in Westminster four days a week. 
It has been great being back in the Chamber, holding the 
Government to account over their introduction of Voter ID 
DQG�WKHLU�LQDGHTXDWH�SODQV�IRU�VRFLDO�FDUH��DQG�KDYLQJ�PRUH�
LQ�SHUVRQ�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�FDPSDLJQ�JURXSV�DQG�0LQLVWHUV��

7KLV�ZHHN��LQ�P\�UROH�DV�6KDGRZ�0LQLVWHU�IRU�1DWXUH�,�VSRNH�
DW�WKH�563%¶V�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�ODXQFK�RI�WKHLU������VWUDWHJ\�IRU�
QDWXUH�UHFRYHU\��,�DOVR�VSRNH�DW�D�&35(�HYHQW�WR�ZHOFRPH�WKH�
launch of their new hedgerow research and talk about the 

importance of hedgerows in storing carbon, protecting and 
UHVWRULQJ�WKH�8.¶V�ZLOGOLIH��DQG�PLWLJDWLQJ�WKH�HϑHFWV�RI�WKH�
&OLPDWH�(PHUJHQF\�WKDW�ZH¶UH�DOUHDG\�H[SHULHQFLQJ�

If you would like to hear from me more regularly, you can 
sign up to my monthly email update on my website: https://
www.oliviablake.org.uk/

2OLYLD�%ODNH���03�IRU�6KHϒHOG�+DOODP
ROLYLD�EODNH�PS#SDUOLDPHQW�XN

Dore and Totley United 
Reformed Church
Totley Brook Road, S17 3QS

We are really pleased to be fully open again, although we still 
DGYLVH�FDXWLRQ���6HUYLFHV�RQ�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJV�DUH�DW�������
DQG�RQ�:HGQHVGD\V�DW������DP�

:H� QRZ� KDYH� D� 6XQGD\� HYHQLQJ� VHUYLFH� RQ� ]RRP� DW� �����
SP��6HH�ZZZ�VKHϒHOGXUF�RUJ�XN�IRU�GHWDLOV��,W�ZDV�JRRG�WR�
EH�DEOH�WR�ZHOFRPH�RXU�QHZ�PLQLVWHU��5HY��%DUU\�:HOFK�� LQ�
$XJXVW��+H�ZLOO� EH� SDUW� RI� WKH� 6KHϒHOG� WHDP�RI�PLQLVWHUV�
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�5HY��=DLGLH�2UU�DQG�5HY��6LPRQ�&RSOH\��DORQJ�
ZLWK�RXU�VWXGHQW�PLQLVWHU��'U�1LFROD�5RELQVRQ�

We’ve welcomed back 
most of our regular users, 
including the Singing 
Teapot Choir on Tuesday 
PRUQLQJV�� WKH� 5RFN� &KRLU�
DQG� WKH� +DVWLQJV� 5RDG�
Art group on Thursday 
mornings and Social Club 
on Thursday afternoons.

Our Luncheon Club is also 
meeting and it is lovely to 
see some familiar faces 
DQG� VRPH�QHZ�RQHV��1HZ�
volunteers are always 
welcome. Please get in touch if you’d like to know more.

2Q�:HGQHVGD\�2FWREHU��WK�RXU�&DUHUV�FDIH�ZLOO�EH�EDFN�LQ�
WKH� FKXUFK� FRϑHH�EDU� IURP����DP�� �8QWLO� QRZ�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�
PHHWLQJ� RQ� ]RRP� RU� DW� %RUGHU� 9LHZ� FDIH�� $Q\RQH� LV� YHU\�
welcome to join us, with the person you care for or on your 
own or with a friend to get a break. There will always be 
VRPHRQH�WR�RϑHU�DGYLFH�RU�JXLGDQFH�RQ�DQ\�LVVXHV�\RX�PLJKW�
struggle with. Or just chat with people who understand what 
it’s like to be a carer.

Fundraising for Trachoma, a part of Sightsavers
2XU�¿QDO�HYHQW� IRU� WKLV�FKDULW\�ZLOO�EH�D�&KULVWPDV�FRQFHUW�
ZLWK�)ULHQGV�LQ�+DUPRQ\�RQ�6XQGD\�1RYHPEHU���WK�DW���SP�

(ODLQH�)HUJXVRQ
07929 720977
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We’re so pleased to have started our new school year 2021-22 
and are very relieved that most restrictions have been lifted 
so we can get our lovely school back to “normal” although our 
youngest children have never actually experience that yet!

We no longer have to keep the children in “Bubbles” so we have 
returned to our normal starting times and the children can play 
together with other year groups at their break times- which 
they are really enjoying! We will still be encouraging extra 
hygiene measures such as regular hand washing and will be 
keeping the classrooms well ventilated.

We will have a sharp focus on our curriculum this year so there 
is even more excitement and enrichment to ensure each and 
every child realises their amazing potential, develops even 
JUHDWHU� FRQ¿GHQFH� DQG� KDV� WKH� KLJKHVW� DPELWLRQV� IRU� WKHLU�
futures. All of our usual lessons, activities, residentials, visits 
and visitors will be going ahead and there are already plans for 
Greek Days, Victorian days and Stone Age days!

It’s all going to be happening this year at TASS! 

In addition, we will be following guidance from the Healthy 
Schools Team (a branch of CAMHS) to support the mental 
health of the whole TASS family.

What’s new in school?
7KH� UHIXUELVKPHQW� RI� RXU� OLEUDU\� LV� QRZ� ¿QLVKHG� DQG� LW� LV�
awesome (if we do say so ourselves!). We have also refurbished 
our Trim Trail- huge thanks to our PTA for funding that- and 
added some extra equipment to the playground to encourage 
children to be as active as possible.

Wildlife Action at TASS
We are lucky enough to have had a double Swift Nest Box 
donated for our school, which will add to the excitement in our 
Woodland Workshop. A representative from the Totley Show 
&RPPLWWHH�DQG�3HDN�%R[HV�ZLOO�GR� WKH�VXUYH\�SULRU� WR�¿WWLQJ�
the box in October.

We are looking forward to a fantastic year with all of our 
amazing young people.

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�RXU�VFKRRO��WKHQ�SOHDVH�YLVLW�
RXU�ZHEVLWH�RU�HPDLO�XV�DW�HQTXLULHV#WRWOH\DOOVDLQWV�VKHϒHOG�
sch.uk. We’ll be so happy to talk to you!

Karole Sargent and Trudi Brown, Proud Headteachers

On the Beat
This year seems to be passing very fast! 
We’re already into the darker nights 
and it feels like Autumn is well and truly 
in the air. Obviously with darker nights 
comes more opportunity for crime and 
I’d recommend having a look at all the 
home security advice issued over the 
last few issues. Simple steps can help 
to make your home a lot more secure 
and less attractive to burglars. 

If you are worried about any aspect of 
your security as usual you can contact 
me on the details below and we’d be 

KDSS\�WR�PDNH�DQ�DSSRLQWPHQW�WR�FRPH�DQG�VHH�LI�ZH�FDQ�RϑHU�
any help or advice. If you want to be kept informed about crime 
in your area and you’re not yet signed up to SYP Alerts I can 
do this for you if you send me your house number, postcode 
and email address to my email below. Whilst local Facebook 
groups can be very useful they also sometimes exaggerate and 
inaccurately report incidents nearby!

We have recently completed the Snap Survey which we ran 
in all the wards areas over the months of July and August. 
Thank you  for the responses from the Dore & Totley Ward, 
I believe we had the biggest response rate of all the 6 wards 
we cover. The three priorities which have been highlighted 
from this for the community are: House Burglary, Speeding 
Vehicles and Drug Dealing, in that order. We will work with 
these alongside our priorities as a Police Service and, where 
we can, share the results and activity on all our social media 
pages.

We have a co-ordinated approach to investigations of House 
Burglary and operate alongside a number of specialist teams 
LQ� UHVSHFW� RI� WKHVH� RϑHQFHV��:H�PRQLWRU� WKHP� GDLO\� DQG�
develop information and intelligence to seek to prevent 
RϑHQFHV� EXW� DOVR� JDWKHU� HYLGHQFH� WR� SURVHFXWH� RϑHQGHUV��
We welcome information and intelligence in respect of 
VXFK�RϑHQGLQJ�DQG�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� UHPLQG�RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV�
that if you want to give information anonymously then you 
can do this either on the Crime Stoppers Website www.
crimestoppers-uk.org or via their telephone number 0800 
555 111.

The teams are running Community Speed Watch operations 
in a number of areas which have been highlighted. They will 
work closely with the Safety Camera Partnership to co-ordinate 
enforcement in these areas and conduct regular high visibility 
operations to prevent this and also educate motorists. It’s 
worth noting that the Police do not decide on the placing of 
VSHHG�FDPHUDV��¿[HG�RU�RWKHUZLVH��7KLV�ZRUN�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�
WKH�6DIHW\�&DPHUD�3DUWQHUVKLS�DQG�6KHϒHOG�&LW\�&RXQFLO�EXW�
information we gain from the Speed Watch operations does 
feed into their decisions.

Drugs dealing and taking is a priority for the team, again we 
would welcome information and intelligence. (continued. p.8)

Two pictures taken in our new library!
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We are preparing and working a number of operations to 
seek to tackle this in our communities as we know the impact 
that this has.

Now that a number of the Covid restrictions have lifted 
we are returning to some of our community meetings and 
events and hope if you have any issues you feel able to 
approach the team or contact us via 101 or our dedicated 
HPDLO�6KHϒHOGVRXWKZHVWQKS#VRXWK\RUNV�SQQ�SROLFH�XN

<RX� FDQ� DOVR� FRQWDFW� PH� DV� XVXDO� RQ� DGULDQ�WROVRQ#
southyorks.pnn.police.uk or my work mobile number 07787 
881945. A gentle reminder that these details should not be 
used to report any incidents which require police attendance! 
These should be reported as normal through 101 if no crime 
is happening at the time of the call or 999 if there is an 
immediate risk to life or property.

Thanks for reading,

Adrian Tolson, PCSO 8136
6KHϒHOG�6RXWK�:HVW�1+3

Calling Budding Gardeners!
Are you interested in joining a bunch 
of like-minded people and love 
nature?

Totley Library Gardening Group are 
looking for volunteers regardless of 
experience so make my daisy and 
take stalk of your life!

For more information please contact 
¿RQDNVPLWK#JPDLO�FRP

-XOLH�*D\

Totley Operatic and Dramatic 
Society
Hello everyone!

I am so happy to inform you that TOADS will at last be 
performing in November 2021. It’s been a long 2 years!

As I have previously reported, TOADS have remained in close 
contact with each other, using our usual Tuesday evening 
rehearsal time for quizzes, play-readings, anecdote-telling, 
etc., via ZOOM.  On two occasions we met as a group for an 
evening stroll around Millhouses Park (see photo) – so lovely 
WR�VHH�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK��VR�WR�VSHDN���

The play in November will be a thriller written by Leslie Sands 
– 6RPHWKLQJ�WR�+LGH -  and will be directed by my husbnand 
John. Rehearsals are well under way.

The dates of the play are Wednesday 24th November to Friday 26th 
November at 7.30pm, and Saturday 27th November at 2.30pm.

7LFNHWV�FDQ�EH�RUGHUHG�IURP�-Hϑ�RQ����������������RU�IURP�
any Toads member - £6, or £5 for concessions.  The venue 
is, as always, St John’s Church Hall, Abbeydale Road South. 

Please come along and support us – your very own local Am 
Dram Society! It will be lovely to see you.

Don’t forget, if you fancy having a go at acting, or helping 
backstage in any capacity, TOADS meet every Tuesday at 
7.30pm in the Guild Room at St John’s Church Hall.

Best wishes to you all,

$QQH�%HWWULGJH

New Local Area Committee meets (from p.1)
question to ask, and also local issues of concern from 
highways and road safety concerns to the Sheaf turning 
blue. How well will both types of question be answered? 
That is the test.

The South West LAC is expected to meet in public four 
WLPHV�SHU�\HDU��RQFH� LQ�HDFK�ZDUG��7KLV�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�
was an introduction and the work is due to begin in 
earnest with consideration of a local plan that will set 
policy priorities for the committee.  A draft of this plan 
will be circulated in time for comments before it goes to 
the LAC. To receive this or to get more information, you 
FDQ� VLJQ� XS� WR� XSGDWHV� DW� KWWSV���ZZZ�VKHϒHOG�JRY�
uk/home/your-city-council/south-west-local-area-com-
PLWWHH�RU�JRRJOH�6KHϒHOG�6RXWK�:HVW�DUHD�FRPPLWWHH�

We want to stress however that the new working ar-
rangements do not alter the basic function of your local 
Councillors.  We are here to represent the residents of 
Totley, Bradway, Dore & Whirlow and help them with 
any concerns they have about our local area. You can 
contact us by email, by phone or at one of our regular 
surgeries.

PDUWLQ�VPLWK#FRXQFLOORU�VKHϒHOG�JRY�XN
MRH�RWWHQ#FRXQFLOORU�VKHϒHOG�JRY�XN
FROLQ�URVV#FRXQFLOORU�VKHϒHOG�JRY�XN
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)ULHQGV�2I�*LOO¿HOG�:RRG
We are hoping to run the following four events this year, so 
please make a note in your diaries if you would like to join 
us.  These events will be free to members and non-members.

0RQGD\� 1RYHPEHU� �WK ‘Hedgehogs - an illustrated 
talk’ by Jo Wilkinson, will provide an insight into the lives 
of Hedgehogs and what you can do to help them. Please 
note this is a Zoom meeting, not a meeting in the library as 
originally planned.  If you are not a member of the group 
but you would like to attend via Zoom, please email our 
secretary, Andy, on fogwsecretary@gmail.com 

0RQGD\� 'HFHPEHU� �WK Our Christmas meeting! It will 
feature ‘Swifts: an illustrated talk’ by John Ellicock. Lester 
Hartmann of the now famous ‘Peak Boxes’ will be joining us 
with his specially-designed Swift nest boxes.  This is a great 
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW� WKH�7RWOH\�6ZLIW�*URXS�
which has been running for two seasons and is an integral 
SDUW�RI�)ULHQGV�RI�*LOO¿HOG�:RRG���

At the moment this indoor meeting has been arranged to 
be in Totley Library at 7.30pm. This meeting is likely to be 
bookings only as we are limited to 30 attendees but we could 
be forced into making it a Zoom meeting so please check our 
ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�IULHQGVRIJLOO¿HOGZRRG�FRP��QHDUHU�WKH�WLPH�LI�
you are interested.

Our two planned outdoor events are jointly run with Sorby 
Natural History Society:

6XQGD\� 2FWREHU� ��WK Small Mammal Trapping with 
Val Clinging of Sorby Natural History Society.  Any 
small mammals caught will be released after close-up 
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�� 7KLV� ZLOO� EH� D� IDPLO\� HYHQW� �� FKLOGUHQ� YHU\�
welcome!  Special traps containing food will be set the night 
before. We will meet at the bottom of Totley Hall Lane at 
8.30am for this special annual event.

6DWXUGD\�1RYHPEHU���WK A walk in the wood looking for 
Fungi with Chris Kelly of Sorby Natural History Society. We will 
meet at the bottom of Totley Hall Lane at 10am. You can leave 
the event when you wish but if you would like to stay into the 
afternoon you may want to bring a packed lunch.  

Suitable winter clothing is recommended for both events.  
Strong footwear is also recommended, due to the time of year 
DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�Rϑ�WKH�IRRWSDWKV�DW�WLPHV��

,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHURI�)2*:�SOHDVH�GR�QRW�
hesitate to contact Andy, our secretary.

Andy also organises our Practical Conservation Mornings. 
We work closely with a Council Ranger and carry out a 
ZLGH� YDULHW\� RI� WDVNV� LQ� *LOO¿HOG� :RRG�� 7KH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
work involves both light and heavy work and usually takes 
place once a month on a Sunday morning.  No experience is 
necessary to take part.  More information can be found on 
our website.  If you are interested, please contact Andy. 

7RWOH\�6ZLIW�*URXS�
An integral part of Friends of 
*LOO¿HOG�:RRG�� 7RWOH\� 6ZLIW� *URXS�
has just completed its second 
season.

Our Swifts have now departed to 
their winter quarters in Africa and 
we now await their return next 
May. But our work continues. By 
the end of October 2021, we hope 
to have at least 40 Swift nest boxes 
erected around the village.  These 
are dual nest boxes that have two 

QHVW�FKDPEHUV��VR�HϑHFWLYHO\�ZH�DUH�SURYLGLQJ����QHZ�QHVW�
sites for prospecting Swifts next year and future years in 
an attempt to increase the breeding population of Swifts in 
Totley.

Nearly all the Swifts in Totley are nesting in gaps in 
brickwork that are found under gutters.  We are not only 
wanting to protect these nest sites (by making house 
owners aware they have Swifts breeding in their property 
between May and August) but we are also erecting 
new purpose-built next boxes in the same area on 
other properties, high up under gutters to attract these 
fascinating birds. 

Unlike some bird species, Swifts do not make a mess down 
the outside of properties and the nest boxes do not need 
cleaning out each year.  So, if you are interested in purchasing 
and having a nest box erected on your house, please write to 
swiftsoftotley@outlook.com.

7RWOH\� 6ZLIW� *URXS� KDV� ��� PHPEHUV� RQ� LWV� PDLOLQJ�
list.  There is no charge to be a member of the group 
so if you would like to be on the mailing list please 
write to swiftsoftotley@outlook.com. We run an active 
and informative Facebook page as well, should you be 
interested. 

To help us purchase more nest boxes this year we 
have successfully secured a grant from ‘Birds on the 
Brink’.  Their reputation expands worldwide, so we are 
extremely pleased that not only did we get the grant but 
our group has been given excellent coverage on their 
website, www.birdsonthebrink.co.uk/blog. It’s certainly 
worth a look.

Reference is made in the above blog to a connection we 
are making with the two Primary Schools in Totley.  This 
is at an early stage, but we hope to erect a Swift nest box 
on each school as a start to involve both schools and the 
children in our Swift project.  Both boxes will have been 
purchased from the monies granted to us by ‘Birds on the 
Brink’.

0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�7RWOH\�6ZLIW�*URXS�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�
RQ�WKH�)ULHQGV�RI�*LOO¿HOG�:RRG�ZHEVLWH��

Chris Measures

Photo credit: British Hedgehog Protection Society
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0LOOWKRUSH�1XUVHU\�
,W·V�EXOE�SODQWLQJ�WLPH�

Nothing’s better than tulips and daffodils to brighten your 
spring garden, and now’s time to think about putting them in.  

 

We have a great range of bulbs available plus fantastic pansies 
and violas for late season colour. 

01142 890334 

2SHQ�7XHVGD\���6XQGD\�����DP����SP�

Millthorpe Lane, Holmesfield, S18 7SA 
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Friends of Dore & Totley Station
What’s changed in only two short months?  
Outwardly down at the station very little, but those walking by 
PD\�QRWLFH�D�VHFRQG�EHQFK�KDV�DSSHDUHG��/DVW�\HDU�WKH�¿UVW�
was kindly presented by Abbeydale Rotary Club, together with a 
planter. It was expected to be used by returning rail passengers 
while waiting for a taxi, or family pick up. By the time it was 
installed, however, rail passengers had all but disappeared.

1R� PDWWHU�� LW� ZDV� ZHOO� SRVLWLRQHG� IRU� D� GLϑHUHQW� PDUNHW��
local residents out for a stroll, and others walking further, 
PD\EH�GRLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�6KHϒHOG�5RXQG�:DON��3LFQLFV�ZHUH�
eaten while sitting on the bench. At the worst  time when 
there were no cars in the car park, parents sat to watch their 
FKLOGUHQ�JDLQ�FRQ¿GHQFH�RQ�QHZ�ELNHV�ULGLQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ�LQ�
all the empty space.  
Fortunately rail passengers are returning and more are 
waiting to be picked up. The new bench is dedicated to former 
ORFDO�UHVLGHQW�3HWHU�)R[��ZULWHU�RI�PDQ\�ERRNV�DERXW�UDLOZD\V�
DQG�FR�IRXQGHU�RI�3ODWIRUP���3XEOLFDWLRQV��9HU\�PDQ\�WUDLQ�
enthusiasts will have bought their volumes recording almost 
anything that moves on the railway. His “Grumpy Old Man” 
column in Today’s Railways magazine might well highlight 
failings at our little station where he had taken on the role 
of station adopter. His intricate knowledge of railways and 
those who worked in them were helpful in the battle to get 
WKH�VWRSSLQJ�VHUYLFH�WR�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WR�3LFFDGLOO\�LQVWHDG�RI�
requiring a change at New Mills. He also lobbied for stops 
on the fast services. It’s possible none of that would have 
happened without his connections.

Services today  
By the start of 2020 we had the best service we’d ever had – to 
Manchester! 44% of commuters were going there and only 22% 
WR�6KHϒHOG��ZLWK�D�IXUWKHU�����WR�/HHGV��0RQGD\�WR�7KXUVGD\�
that would be over 400 people. 3 trains an hour at commuting 
peak times still go to and from Manchester, operated by Northern 
5DLOZD\��7UDQV3HQQLQH�([SUHVV��73(��DQG�(DVW�0LGODQGV�5DLOZD\�
�(05���7ZR�IURP�(05�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�VXVSHQGHG�XQWLO�'HFHPEHU��
7KH�VHUYLFH�LQWR�6KHϒHOG�LV�QRW�VR�JRRG��DQG�FRPLQJ�RXW�LVQ¶W�
HYHQ�KRXUO\��7KDW¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�KDYH�WR�JHW�DGGUHVVHG��:H¶OO�
have to wait and see how passenger numbers recover over the 
next few months. Currently commuter numbers are little more 
than 30% of early 2020.

Commuters come back!
Leisure travellers - don’t be afraid of crowded early trains. 
7KDW¶V� DOPRVW� LPSRVVLEOH� RQ� 73(� DQG� 1RUWKHUQ� VHUYLFHV� DW�
SUHVHQW��1R�ROG� 3DFHU� WUDLQV� HLWKHU��&RPSDUH� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
VHUYLFHV�WR�0DQFKHVWHU�DQG�FKRRVH�WKH�ZD\�WR�JR��3ULFHV�PD\�
YDU\�IURP�GD\�WR�GD\��WKHVH�ZHUH�IRU�0RQGD\���WK�6HSWHPEHU���

�����E\�73(�����PLQXWHV����FRDFKHV����������$GYDQFH�VLQJOH
�����E\�1RUWKHUQ�����PLQXWHV��������$GYDQFH�VLQJOH
����� E\� (05�� ��� PLQXWHV� �� ������� $Q\WLPH� 6LQJOH� �QR�
$GYDQFHV�
�����E\�73(�����PLQXWHV����FRDFKHV�����������$GYDQFH�VLQJOH
�����E\�1RUWKHUQ������PLQXWHV���������$GYDQFH�VLQJOH�

Commuters are staying away so that leaves plenty of room 
RQ� PRVW� ZHHNGD\� WUDLQV� EHIRUH� �DP�� )LUVW� FODVV� RQ� 73(�
trains and a refreshment trolley in the front half of many. 
These trains can be very useful to make day trips, not least 
because there’s an hourly fast service back in the evenings 
and the fast services make connections with west side trains 
DW�6WRFNSRUW�DV�ZHOO�DV�3LFFDGLOO\�

Leisure use over the summer holidays may have been as 
KLJK�DV�LQ�������RQ�¿QH�GD\V�HYHQ�KLJKHU��0DQ\�RI�RXU�WUDLQV�
PLGZHHN� ZHUH� EXV\� DQG� RQ� ¿QH� ZHHNHQGV� VRPH� ORRNHG�
DOPRVW� IXOO�� 6R� IDU� +RSH� 9DOOH\� WUDLQV� DUH� FRSLQJ� ZLWK� WKH�
numbers, assisted by Northern sending out 3 and 4 coach 
trains at weekends. How long the railway leisure boom will 
last will depend on the weather and how soon people can 
travel overseas!   

$W� WKH� WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ�(05�KDYH�D� VWULNH�E\�507�VHQLRU�
FRQGXFWRUV� DQG� DUH� QRW� RSHUDWLQJ� RQ� WKH� 6KHϒHOG� ±�
Liverpool section on Sundays. This adds pressure on the 
other two.

The Hope Valley Capacity Improvement Scheme
It really is coming. The natural environment is being 
resurveyed to ensure all appropriate plants and animals are 
protected. More detailed test borings are being made for the 

new footbridge lift towers. A preliminary work camp is in 
place on the railway triangle, but it will be greatly enlarged 
before the main work starts when maybe 40 spaces will be 
FRUGRQHG�Rϑ�LQ�WKH�FDU�SDUN��8QGRXEWHGO\�VRPH�VKRUW�WHUP�
pain, but long term gains from late 2023 and early 2024. 
:DWFK�WKLV�VSDFH��SRVWHUV�RQ�WKH�VWDWLRQ��DQG�RQ�WKH�)R'D76�
Facebook page and website.  

,I� \RX¶UH� D� )DFHERRN� XVHU�� \RX� FDQ� ¿QG� DQG� MRLQ� XV� E\�
VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�)R'D76��,W¶V�D�YHU\�DFWLYH�JURXS�DQG�LV�XSGDWHG�
frequently with topical information and comments.  

Alternatively look for our website at www.fodats.net

If you’re not on Facebook and would like more information 
SOHDVH�VHQG�DQ�HPDLO� WR�RXU�6HFUHWDU\��QMEDUQHV#RXWORRN�
com

Chris Morgan, Chairman

Getting back to normal? The car park on 17th September
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It was such a good feeling to celebrate Transport 17 (T17) 
starting to operate once more in the last article. Operations 
have gathered momentum since then with more lunch clubs 
opening up over September.  We are also now taking more 
passengers (8 per bus) but our priority still remains to 
provide a safe and secure service for both our passengers 
and our volunteers with some covid procedures still in 
place.  To add to this good news, there have been a number 
of developments for T17 over the past two months which 
we hope will result in a new era beginning, building on the 
foundations of Alan Jockel’s vision of 1984.  

News Updates
We are delighted to report that Fiona Smith has been 
appointed as T17’s Operation’s Manager taking up her new 
role on the 6th of September. Since she came on board to help 
us out in February she has proved invaluable at organising the 
service to date and brings with her considerable experience 
and understanding about the needs of a diverse range of 
client groups and is also well acquainted with the voluntary 
sector.  In addition, Lynn Sanderson has been appointed as 
Administrative Assistant, to take over from Fiona, and will be 
joining the T17 Team shortly.  

-RDQQD�:RRGZDUG��D�&RPPXQLW\�'HYHORSPHQW�2ϒFHU�ZLWK�
$*(� 8.� 6KHϒHOG�� KDV� EHHQ� FR�RSWHG� WR� WKH� 0DQDJHPHQW�
Committee and has strengthened our links with People 
Keeping Well and its very active network of events and other 
H[WHUQDO�VRXUFHV���&ROLQ�0XQFLH�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�FR�RSWHG�WR�WKH�
management committee and will be acting Chairperson until 
RXU�$*0�QH[W�0DUFK�ZKHQ�FXUUHQW�DQG�FR�RSWHG�PHPEHUV�
of the management committee are (re)elected by the 
shareholders.  Colin brings with him a wealth of experience 
LQ�EXVLQHVV�¿QDQFH�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH���6LQFH�KLV�UHWLUHPHQW�KH�
has immersed himself in voluntary community work.  We are 
DOUHDG\�IHHOLQJ�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�KLV�LQYROYHPHQW���:H�RϑHU�WKHP�
all a very warm welcome, wish them every success in their 
new roles and feel positive that T17 can go from strength to 
strength over the coming months.

As many of you know, Jenny Nuttall has been Secretary for the 
T17 Management Committee for several years.  Amidst all the 
good news reported above, we are really sorry to tell you that 
Jenny has decided to step back from her T17 responsibilities 
for personal reasons.  She has been involved with T17 
VLQFH� ������ LQLWLDOO\� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� LQ� WKH� RϒFH� VHWWLQJ� XS�
computer records for some of our reporting systems before 
becoming Secretary.  Her support and extensive knowledge 
of the organisation is well known and highly valued and she 
has been a mainstay in keeping T17 going over the last 18 
months.  We cannot thank her enough for the time she has 
given and our thoughts and best wishes go to her.  

During the summer we met with our new landlord, Andrew 
0RUWRQ���+H�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�ZHUH�VWRSSLQJ�RYHU� LQ�6KHϒHOG�
having left their home and work in Hong Kong.  It was good to 
meet face to face and we were able to thank him personally 
IRU�WKH�VXSSRUW�KH�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�RYHU�WKH�GLϒFXOW�&29,'�WLPH���
We are awaiting a new lease agreement with him and look 
forward to working with him in the future.

:LWK�DOO�¿QJHUV�FURVVHG�ZH�KDYH�ERRNHG�WR�KROG�WKH�&KULVWPDV�
Fayre at the Cross Scythes on Saturday 20th November.  
Please pop the date in your diary and look out for and update 
and posters nearer the time.  We will look forward to meeting 
new faces and old friends at what has traditionally been our 
most successful event.

This feels like such an exciting time for T17 as we move 
forward.  Our networking links go from strength to strength
as we build partnerships with individuals and organisations.  

+RSHIXOO\�$ODQ�-RFNHO�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�ZD\�WKH�
organisation he founded is progressing.

New Volunteers Wanted
As our service continues to open up and existing volunteers  
move away or their personal situations change, the need for 
new volunteers is becoming more and more important.  

Current volunteers tell us that they ‘like driving and get a 
real kick out of seeing our passengers….getting together 
ZLWK�WKHLU�FKXPV�DW�WKH�YDULRXV�FRϑHH�PRUQLQJV�DQG�OXQFK�
clubs,’ and that there is ‘often lots of friendly banter with 
the passengers and fellow passenger assistant.’   Many tell 
us that being a volunteer gives them ‘great pleasure,’ the 
‘appreciation shown by passengers makes you feel good 
NQRZLQJ� \RX¶YH� PDGH� D� GLϑHUHQFH� WR� WKHLU� GD\�¶� DQG� WKDW�
WKH\¶YH� µPDGH�JRRG� IULHQGV�DW�7���¶� �9ROXQWHHUV�DSSUHFLDWH�
that ‘it only takes approximately 4hrs of my day and just 
to see the results of happiness in our passengers makes it 
all worthwhile,’ and importantly, ‘the hours are reasonably 
ÀH[LEOH�VR�FDQ�¿W�LQ�DURXQG�KROLGD\V�DQG�VRFLDO�OLIH�¶

This is a great time to join T17 as a volunteer, as a new 
era unfolds. Full training is provided for those who would 
like to volunteer as a minibus driver or passenger assistant 
and clearly these are core roles within T17.  However, there 
are many other roles and ways for individuals to volunteer 
with the organisation depending on the amount of time you 
IHHO�DEOH�WR�RϑHU�DQG�RU�\RXU�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�DELOLWLHV���)RU�
example, are you skilled in DIY and repairs?  Could you help 
ZLWK�IXQGUDLVLQJ"��'R�\RX�KDYH�,7�DQG�RU�VRFLDO�PHGLD�VNLOOV�
WKDW�FRXOG�EH�SXW�WR�JRRG�XVH�KHOSLQJ�XV�ZLWK�WKH�ZHEVLWH�
VRFLDO�PHGLD�DFFRXQWV"�2U�DEOH�WR�RϑHU�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV�D�
ZHHN�LQ�WKH�RϒFH"��

If you feel you could give us some of your time to ‘help us 
to help others’, or would you would like more information 
about volunteering opportunities, please contact us on 0114 
��������� H�PDLO� XV� DW� DGPLQ#WUDQVSRUW���FR�XN� � RU� YLVLW�
www.transport17.co.uk  We look forward to hearing from you.

3HQ�SUR¿OHV�RI�7��¶V�QHZ�IDFHV
Fiona Smith began her professional 
career working in the NHS as a Clinical 
Psychologist within a range of settings 
DQG� VHHLQJ� FOLHQWV� RI� GLϑHUHQW� DJHV���
However the majority of her Clinical 
Psychology career was spent working 
with older adults who presented with a 
range of mental health problems and/
RU�GHPHQWLD�

Since the age of 14, voluntary work 
KDV�SOD\HG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDUW�LQ�)LRQD¶V�
OLIH���,QLWLDOO\��EHLQJ�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�

voluntary sector through family members and by participating 
LQ�WKH�'XNH�RI�(GLQEXUJK¶V�$ZDUGV��VKH�KDV�EHHQ�D�YROXQWHHU�
at Totley Library since the Council closed the library and 
YROXQWHHUV�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�UXQQLQJ�RI�LW�LQ��������
)LRQD�OLYHV�LQ�6KHϒHOG�ZLWK�KHU�SDUWQHU�DQG�WZR�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
but was born, and grew up, in Cornwall and the county and its 
KHULWDJH�UHPDLQV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KHU���6KH�SDUWLFXODUO\�HQMR\V�
spending time outdoors, and her interests include caring for 
and sustaining the environment and natural world around 
us, being part of a caring and supportive community, and 
VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�IULHQGV�

7UDQVSRUW���
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Lynne Sanderson: “I grew up and 
have spent most of my life in South 
6KHϒHOG�� ,� KDYH� WZR� JURZQ� XS�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�RQH�JUDQGVRQ��,�VSHQW�
many years in the recruitment 
industry running my own company 
specialising in the engineering, 
aerospace, steel, oil and gas 
LQGXVWULHV�

I enjoy walking my dog, gardening, 
spending time with family and 
friends and enjoy going to the 
FLQHPD�� �ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH� RSHQ�����
I am eagerly looking forward to 
becoming a part of the Transport 

17 team and doing my best to work helping others in the 
FRPPXQLW\�´

Joanna Woodward joined the 
WHDP�DW�$JH�8.�6KHϒHOG� LQ�-XQH�
2017 as Community Development 
2ϒFHU�WR� LPSOHPHQW�DQG�GHYHORS�
the People Keeping Well network 
LQ� WKH� 6��� DUHD�� ,Q� WKH� ODVW� IRXU�
years the partnership has grown 
exponentially and in April 2020 Age 
8.� 6KHϒHOG� ZHUH� FRPPLVVLRQHG�
to further expand the People 
Keeping Well across the wider 
6RXWK� :HVW� DUHD�� -RDQQD� QRZ�
manages partnerships across the 
South West having recruited over 
30 local partners including GP 
practices, Pharmacies, Healthcare 
providers, Community Support 
2ϒFHUV��FKDULWLHV��FKXUFKHV��ORFDO�
activity and Transport providers, 
/LEUDULHV� DQG� ORFDO� SXEOLFDWLRQV��

The partners work together to increase activities and 
services and support existing provision to increase mental 
DQG�SK\VLFDO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�IRU�HYHU\�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ� WR�3HRSOH�.HHSLQJ�:HOO�� -RDQQD�DOVR�PDQDJHV�D�
number of older people’s campaigning groups such as the 
6KHϒHOG������WKH�$JH�)ULHQGO\�6KHϒHOG�6WHHULQJ�JURXS�DQG�
WKH�,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�$JH�3DUWQHUVKLS��DV�SDUW�RI�6KHϒHOG�&LW\�
&RXQFLOV�(TXDOLW\�3DUWQHUVKLS�QHWZRUN��-RDQQD�JUHZ�XS�LQ�6���
DQG�OLYHV�LQ�'URQ¿HOG�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG���\HDU�ROG�VRQ��

Having graduated from 
Manchester, Colin Muncie has 
had an extensive career in senior 
management in the steel industry 
LQ�WKH�8.�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��

&ROLQ�UHWLUHG�LQ�������+H�PDLQWDLQV�
his involvement in the voluntary 
sector and was formerly a Trustee 
at Weston Park Hospital Cancer 
&KDULW\��&ROLQ�ZDV�D�*RYHUQRU�DQG�
&KDLU� RI� WKH� )LQDQFH�� 3UHPLVHV�
and Personnel Committee at 
King Edward VII School, and a  
Governor at Stocksbridge High 
School and Poolsbrook and Barrow 
+LOO�3ULPDU\�6FKRROV�LQ�'HUE\VKLUH��
Until very recently, Colin was Vice-

&KDLU�RI�*RYHUQRUV�DW�1RUIRON�&RPPXQLW\�3ULPDU\�$FDGHP\�

Married with two adult children, his interests include 
football, motorsports, cycling, walking and politics, and he 
LV�D�TXDOL¿HG�JURXQGV�SHUVRQ��&ROLQ¶V�LQWHUHVW�LQ�JUDVV�URRWV�
football includes being an independent disciplinary panel 
PHPEHU�ZLWK�WKH�6KHϒHOG�)$�DQG�ZLWK�)$�1DWLRQDO�6HULRXV�
Cases Panel, volunteering with three local non-League 
FOXEV� �DQG� RQH� FULFNHW� FOXE�� DQG� KH� LV� RQ� WKH� RUJDQLVLQJ�
FRPPLWWHH� RI� DQ� RSHQ� DJH� 'LVDELOLW\� )RRWEDOO� /HDJXH�� WKH�
6RXWK�<RUNVKLUH�$ELOLW\�&RXQWV�/HDJXH��&ROLQ�DOVR�YROXQWHHUV�
ZLWK�D�ORFDO�OXQFKHV�FOXE�DQG�DW�6KHϒHOG�&KLOGUHQ¶V�+RVSLWDO�

6DQGUD�/RQJOH\�DQG�)LRQD�6PLWK

Dore Gilbert & Sullivan Society
Despite the lack of summer we have managed some very 
pleasant days out walking in and around the Peak District. 
From Cromford along the canal to High Peak Junction and 
up the hill opposite; pretty much every path in Chatsworth 
and Longshaw including Padley Gorge up to White Edge and 
a round walk from Rowsley including a 600 foot climb. I am 
now knackered but at last some good news. 

:H� DUH� GH¿QLWHO\� EHJLQQLQJ� UHKHDUVDOV� IRU� RXU� QH[W� VKRZ��
The Pirates of Penzance�� RQ�:HGQHVGD\��WK�6HSWHPEHU�DW�
Millhouses Methodist Church Hall. This will be staged from 

:HGQHVGD\��WK�$SULO�WR�6DWXUGD\��WK�$SULO������DW�WKH�0HUOLQ�
Theatre so watch this space for more details later. Above is 
WKH�SRVWHU�IRU�WKH�VKRZ��GHVLJQHG�E\�VRFLHW\�PHPEHU�0DUN�
White. We will also be starting concert rehearsals soon so 
that we can hopefully lift everyone’s spirits before Christmas. 

A number of us attended a memorial service for Judy 
6DYRXUQLQ� LQ� ODWH� $XJXVW�� -XG\�ZKR� VDGO\� GLHG� GXULQJ� WKH�
shutdown was one of our stalwarts and will be greatly missed 
EXW�WKH�VHUYLFH�ZDV�D�JRRG�RQH�ZKHUH�ERWK�-R��KHU�GDXJKWHU�
DQG� -RKQ� -U�� KHU� VRQ�� VDQJ� ZRQGHUIXOO\�� 'HVSLWH� WKH� VDG�
occasion it was nice to meet up with many fellow performers 
and friends who we have not seen for over eighteen months.
We will not know how many members will feel comfortable 
LQ�UHVWDUWLQJ��:H�ZLOO�RQO\�¿QG�RXW�ZKHQ�ZH�GR�EHJLQ�EXW�ZH�
have to start somewhere. The majority will have received at 
least one vaccination with us older ones having had two so 
hopefully if the worst was to happen and we did catch covid 
it should not be too problematical. Life is one long series of 
ULVNV��ZH�ZLOO�MXVW�KDYH�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�LW�

I must say that it is nice to feel as if we are moving forward 
at last. If any of you are reading this (especially you younger 
men) and think you might enjoy singing and performing in a 
comic opera but have never done anything like it before you 
FRXOG�QRW�¿QG�D�EHWWHU�RQH�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKDQ�Pirates��D�UHDO�
romp with a number of well known tunes. If you are not sure 
just poke your head in for a listen and see if it is to your taste. 
<RX� ZLOO� ¿QG� XV� DW� 0LOOKRXVHV� 0HWKRGLVW� &KXUFK� +DOO� HYHU\�
Wednesday starting at 7.30pm. You will be most welcome.

Keep your eyes open for more concert and show details and 
RK���GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�WR�JHW�\RXU�ÀX�MDE�

Keep safe and happy and here’s hoping for a warm October�

Derek Habberjam
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Not Walking The Dog

JACK Why is it called ‘Not Walking the Dog’ this time?

RONY Because it’s an upside-down quiz for the Totley   
 Independent this time. 

JACK What’s an upside-down quiz when it’s at home?

RONY It’s when I give you the answers and you have to   
 make up the questions. 

JACK Eh?

RONY  Well, for example if the answer is ‘Jack’, the   
 question might be ‘What  carnivorous  quadruped   
 lives in our house?’

JACK Me.

RONY Good boy! But the question might also be ‘What do  
� \RX�XVH�WR�OLIW�\RXU�FDU�Rϑ�WKH�JURXQG�ZKHQ�\RX�� �
 have a puncture?’

JACK Me again!

RONY Good both of us! So let’s have a go before we   
 forget what we are doing.
  
 1) 17, 24, 45. 97. 218.

JACK Eh?

RONY  It’ll get clearer. Remember - we start with the   
 answers.

 2) There are two but only one has an apostrophe.

 3) The ‘Stores’ were the old Co- Op and you had to  
 have a number, and ours was 35448.

� ���¶%RZOV¶��QRW�µ%RZHOV¶�OLNH�VRPH�NLGV�Rϑ�WKH�� �
 prefabs  said.
 
 5) I can’t remember. (Ask the Head Eater.)
 
 6) Because it was built by two brothers called   
 ‘Laver’  and we think they were connected to   
 Bramall Lane.
 
 7) Totingley

 8) Because it closed years ago.

 9) It’s the Old Hay Brook
 
 10]) ‘No. But thank you for asking.’

 11) Because they are freemasons, so they can’t tell  
 anyone.
 
 12) It should have three ‘e’s but people often mix it  
 up when they are spelling it, with how we have   
 to spell ‘dependant’ 
 
 13) ‘Beware a blind man is driving this van.’

 14) Miss Wild. (1882)
 
 15) ‘It would chuck as much wood
 As a wood chuck could chuck wood
 If a woodchuck could 
 Chuck wood.’  
 
 16) Because no one pays for the Totley    
 Independent any more.

 17) Because we are all living happy ever after in…  
 S17

 And here are the questions  But don’t under any   
 circumstances read them till you’ve read the
 answers (above).

Rony Robinson

+ROPHV¿HOG�&KXUFK�
:DONLQJ�*URXS
%DVORZ�%XEQHOO�:DON�

On Wednesday 6th October 
at 10am Robin Greetham will 
lead a walk starting from the 
Wheatsheaf pub in Baslow (post 
code DE45 1SR). We will walk 
along Bramley Lane until we 
get to Bramley Wood where we 
turn left and carry on this path 
until we get to School Lane; 
then back to Bubnell through 
WKH�¿HOGV��7KHQ�WR�WKH�SXE�IRU�
lunch (optional). 

The cost of the walk is £4 
and the proceeds will go to 
+ROPHV¿HOG� &KXUFK�� ,I� \RX�
would like to come just turn up 

on the day. The walk is about 4 miles long but there is a 
shortcut. 

If you have any queries please phone Robin on 01246 
412767.

1) What buses go up and down Totley?.  
2) How many C of E churches are there in Totley,  and 
how many apostrophes have they got between them?  
3) What were ‘The Stores’, and why did you need  your 
number?

4) What games used they to play at the top of Greenoak 
Park, by the red huts?

5) What can’t you remember?

6) Why is it the ‘Laverdene Estate’?

7) What was Totley called before Totley people learned to 
spell?

8) Why can’t I buy you a pint at the Fleur?

9) Why is Totley Brook Road misnamed?

10) What did the Bishop of Derby say to the Toads ac-
tress?

11) Why don’t we know the funny things men did  (and 
maybe still do) in that funny building opposite Dore sta-
tion?

12) How should you spell ‘independent’ in the Totley 
Independent?

13) What was written on the back of the Totley van that 
belonged to a man who sold curtains and blinds?
 
14) What was the most dangerous teacher ever at All 
Saints School?
 
15) How much wood
      Could a wood chuck chuck
      If a wood chuck
      Could chuck wood?  
 
16) Why is the Quiz so hard this time?
 
17) How do we know this is the end of the upside  down 
quiz? 
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New hope for the new 
school year!
The start of the new school 
year has been a joy, with 
FKLOGUHQ� RI� GLϑHUHQW� DJHV�
able to mix once more. We 
KDYH� DOO� HQMR\HG� OLVWHQLQJ�
to the various adventures 
the children have been up 
to over the summer break, 

DV� UHVWULFWLRQV� KDYH� HDVHG� WR� DOORZ� WUDYHO� DQG� VRFLDOLVLQJ�
with others to make a very welcome return for many. This 
more normal feel to life has certainly translated into school 
WRR�DQG��DOWKRXJK�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�WDNLQJ�H[WUD�FDUH�ZLWK�K\JLHQH��
KDQGZDVKLQJ� DQG� YHQWLODWLRQ�� WKH� UHPRYDO� RI� EDUULHUV� DW�
SOD\WLPHV�DQG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�JXLGH�DQG�
VXSSRUW�\RXQJHU�RQHV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�IDQWDVWLF�WR�VHH�DORQJ�
with the relaunch of activities such as face to face music lessons 
and extra-curricular clubs. We all hope that the reintroduction 
of trips, visits and community events over the course of the 
\HDU� ZLOO� IXUWKHU� DGG� WR� WKH� HQULFKLQJ� H[SHULHQFH� RI� VFKRRO�
which has been so much missed these past 18 months.

In other news, our school lunch experience has had an 
RYHUKDXO��:KHQ� WDONLQJ� WR� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� WKH\� WROG� XV� WKDW��
DOWKRXJK� WKH\� ORYHG� WKH�TXDOLW\� RI� VFKRRO�PHDOV�� WKH\�KDG�
WR� TXHXH� IRU� WRR� ORQJ� WR� HQMR\� LW�� $V� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKLV�� ZH�
KDYH�ODXQFKHG�D�QHZ�VW\OH�RI�IDPLO\�GLQLQJ��ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�
ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�VHW�DQG�WLG\�WKHLU�RZQ�WDEOHV��ZKLOVW�RQO\�
HYHU�TXHXHLQJ�D� WDEOH�DW�D� WLPH��2YHU� WKH�VXPPHU�EUHDN��
WKH� GLQLQJ� URRP� HQYLURQPHQW� KDV� DOVR� KDG� D� PDNHRYHU��
$V�ZHOO� DV�EHLQJ� UHGHFRUDWHG��QHZ�SRVWHUV�DQG�VLJQV�KDYH�
EHHQ�LQVWDOOHG�ZLWK�D�µ+XQJU\�&DWHUSLOODU¶�WKHPH��$V�ZHOO�DV�
FKHHULQJ�XS�WKH�VSDFH��WKH\�DOVR�JXLGH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKURXJK�
RXU�QHZ� OXQFKWLPH�SURFHGXUHV��6FKRRO� VWDϑ�ZLOO� EH� MRLQLQJ�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�OXQFK�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�LQ�
VWULNLQJ�XS�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKHLU�IULHQGV�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�JRRG�
WDEOH�PDQQHUV��$Q�DGGLWLRQDO�KRW�IRRG�VHUYLQJ�SRLQW�FRPLQJ�
VRRQ�ZLOO�IXUWKHU�VSHHG�XS�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�OXQFK�VHUYLFH��+DYH�D�
look at the photos below to see some of the improvements—
we are really proud of them!

Ben Paxman, Head Teacher

A STAYCATION Quiz! 
(or just a sing and eat your way around 
Britain!)
2XU�MRXUQH\�VWDUWV�DW�2ZOHU�%DU��VR�ORRN�RXW�IRU�WKH�$�����
DQG�KHDG�WRZDUGV�&DVWOHWRQ��EXW�MXVW�EHIRUH�ZH�JHW�WKHUH
ZH�+$9(�WR�VWDUW�VLQJLQJ��³/DQG�RI���������DQG�JORU\´�ZKLFK�
VKRXOG�JLYH�\RX�WKH�¿UVW�DQVZHU�

7KH� 6DW1DY� WDNHV� XV� WKURXJK� :LQQDWV� 3DVV� WRZDUGV�
0DQFKHVWHU�VR�JHW�VLQJLQJ�DERXW�D�PDQ�ZKRVH�RGG�VW\OH�RI�
SDLQWLQJ�PDGH�SHRSOH�VWRS�DQG�ZRQGHU��7KH�VRQJ�JRHV�OLNH�
WKLV��³$QG�KH�SDLQWHG���������������������PHQ�DQG�����������������
����FDWV�DQG�GRJV´�WKHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�NLGV�PDNLQJ�VSDUNV�
À\�IURP�WKHLU�FORJV��+LV�QDPH�RI�FRXUVH�ZDV�����������DQG�WKH�
JDOOHU\�ZKLFK�KRXVHV�KLV�JUHDW�FROOHFWLRQ�LV�LQ�KLV�KRPH�WRZQ�
of - - - - - - - .

2.��D�TXLFN�FXS�RI�WHD�LQ�������������DQG�RQH�RI�WKRVH�FXUUDQW�
and sultana cakes that this place is famous for and that will 
SXW�XV�RQ�XQWLO�ZH�JHW�WR�WKH�ZHVW�FRDVW�

$V� VRRQ� DV� ZH� KLW� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ZH� VHH� D� ¿HOG� IXOO� RI�
VWUDZEHUULHV�DQG� IROORZ�3DXO�0F&DUWQH\¶V� ORQJ�DQG�ZLQGLQJ�
URDG� WKDW� OHDGV� WR� VRPHRQH¶V� GRRU� DQG� *HUU\� DQG� WKH�
3DFHPDNHUV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�XV�RQ�D�³)HUU\�DFURVV�WKH�����
��������³�+RSH�WKDW�KDVQ¶W�PDGH�\RX�VHD�VLFN�EHFDXVH�\RX¶YH�
JRW�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�JR�VRXWK�LQWR�DQRWKHU�FRXQWU\�VR�JHW�\RXU�
SKUDVH�ERRN�RXW�� �<HV��\RX¶UH� LQ����������� �ZKHUH�\RX�VWDUW�
VLQJLQJ�ORXG�DQG�FOHDU��³��������RI�P\������������ �́�$OO�\RX�PHQ�
VLQJ�DV�ORXG�DV�\RX�FDQ��SHUKDSV�MRLQ�DQ�DOO�PDOH�YRLFH�FKRLU�
when you return home. Ha.

.HHS�\RXU�IRRW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�DFFHOHUDWRU�DQG�\RXU�H\HV�RSHQ�
IRU�D�VLJQ�WKDW�VD\V������������������������ZKHUH�LQ������0DUW\�
:LOGH�VDQJ�D�VRQJ�DERXW�³7DNLQJ�D�WULS�XS�WR������������������������
KRSLQJ�WKH�ZHDWKHU�LV�¿QH�DQG�LI�FDQ�FDQ�VHH�D�GRJ�UXQQLQJ�
IUHH�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�NQRZ�KH¶V�PLQH�́ �5HPHPEHU�WKDW�RQH"�1R"�
Well I do!

7KHUH¶V�QRW�D�ORW�WR�GR�KHUH�VR�LW¶V�DFURVV�WKH�ULYHU�6HYHUQ�DQG�
EDFN� WR�(QJODQG�ZKHUH�ZH� IDQF\� OLVWHQLQJ� WR�VRPH�VOLJKWO\�
PRUH�PRGHUQ�EDQGV���<RX¶OO�QHHG�\RXU�ZHOOLHV�KHUH�LQ���������
����������������EHFDXVH�LW¶V�VR�PXGG\�DQG�0DGQHVV�LV�VLQJLQJ�
³,¶YH�EHHQ�GULYLQJ�LQ�P\�FDU��LW¶V�QRW�TXLWH�D�������������³��PDNH�
of car.)

7KH� 0�� WDNHV� XV� SDVW� ORWV� RI� RUFKDUGV� DQG� DV� ZH¶UH� YHU\�
WKLUVW\�ZH�VWRS�Rϑ�LQ����������������IRU�D�FLGHU��1RW�\RX�\RX¶UH�
GULYLQJ�

%XW� KH\�� ZH� DUH� RQ� KROLGD\�� VR� OHW¶V� FDUU\� RQ� DOO� WKH� ZD\�
WRZDUGV�/DQGV�(QG�DQG�KHUH�LQ���������������,¶YH�MXVW�VHHQ�D�
PDQ�ZLWK���ZLYHV�

&RPH�RQ�OHW¶V�KDYH�D�SDGGOH�LQ�WKH�VHD�

7UDYHOOLQJ� HDVW� QRZ�� ZDWFKLQJ� RXW� IRU� WKH� %HDVW� RI� %���
��� 0���� ZH� JHW� WR� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ZLWK� LWV� PDJQL¿FHQW�
PHGLHYDO�FDWKHGUDO��,�FDQ�KHDU�\RX�ZKLVWOLQJ�DORQJ�ZLWK�7KH�
1HZ�9DXGHYLOOH�%DQG�ZKR�LQ������UHFRUGHG�D�VRQJ�DERXW�WKH�
famous cathedral. It houses a round table dated 1250 -1280. 
3HUKDSV�6LU�*DODKDG�VDW�URXQG�LW�

*RLQJ� WR� WKH� FRDVW�QRZ� WR� �� �� �� �� ��ZKHUH� VRPH�EOXHELUGV�
DUH�À\LQJ�RYHU�VRPH�ZKLWH�FOLϑV��/D�OD�DO�OD�OD��$K�,�KHDU�\RX�
VLQJLQJ�WKLV�RQH��:H¶YH�KDG�D�UHVW�QRZ�VR�Rϑ�WR�WKH�KHFWLF�
FDSLWDO� ZKHUH� VRPH� 3HDUO\� .LQJV� DQG� 4XHHQV� DUH� VLQJLQJ�
³0D\EH�LW¶V�EHFDXVH�,¶P�D�������������HU�³�DQG�RQORRNHUV�OLQH�
XS�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�DV�WKH\�VWDUW�GDQFLQJ�DQG�VLQJLQJ��³'RLQJ�
WKH����������������:DON�́ �:DQW�VRPH�MHOOLHG�HHOV"

(QRXJK�IULYROLW\��/HW¶V�¿OO�XS�ZLWK�SHWURO�DQG�ERPE�XS�WKH�0��
SDVVLQJ������������������ZKHUH�RRRSV��,¶YH�MXVW�VHHQ�D�QDNHG�ODG\�
ULGLQJ�D�KRUVH���7KH�QH[W�VLJQ�VD\V����������������������RQFH�IDPRXV�
for lace and of course the man himself - - - - -   - - - -. Tarry 
DZKLOH�LQ�WKH�FDVWOH�DQG�\RX�PLJKW�VHH�WKH�ELJ��EDG�VKHULϑ�

+HDGLQJ�HDVW�ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�EX\�VRPH�FKRFRODWH�RUDQJHV�WR�
WDNH�EDFN�KRPH�ZKLOH�ZH¶UH�LQ������������:DWFK�RXW�IRU�'LFN�
7XUSLQ��KLGH�\RXU�YDOXDEOHV�ZKHUH�KH�ZRQ¶W�ORRN�

+RSLQJ�\RX¶YH�SDFNHG�\RXU�VZLPVXLW�DQG�OLOR�EHFDXVH�ZH¶UH�
VWRSSLQJ�Rϑ�LQ�������������������������ZKHUH�WKHUH¶V�WDON�RI�D�IDLU�
VHOOLQJ�KHUEV��*UDE�D�VWLFN�RI�URFN�WR��continued page 18)



   
   18

suck on as we join the road up to Scotch Corner and start 
singing along with Roger Whitaker about leaving old - - - - 
- -  town. Catch a glimpse of the ancient cathedral and the 
university. Okay, it’s such a nice day we’ll have a comfort break.
In our next town we can buy another stick of rock but this is 
soft and doesn’t have the name of the town - - - - - - - - -  going 
all the way through it.  Home to the Fringe and the Tattoo.
)XUWKHU�QRUWK�ZH�¿QG�D� OD\�E\�RU�DV� LW¶V�NQRZQ��D�VLJKWLQJ�
spot where we get out our binoculars to look for the famous 
‘- - - -   - - - -    - - - - - - - ‘   Travel a few more miles and we 
jump in a boat and start singing about Bonnie Prince Charlie 
over the sea to - - - - .  Stay in the boat as we’re going to 
Paul McCartney’s  “- - - -  of - - - - - - -  oh mist coming in 
from the sea my desire is always to be there.” Nice song, now 
let’s try the islands’ scallops and haggis, maybe.
Heading south, you take the high road and I’ll take the low 
road and we’ll meet on the bonnie, bonnie banks of - - - -  - 
- - - - -  and through the Trossachs.
,Q�WKLV�QH[W�WRZQ�\RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�JHW�VRPH�¿VK�µQ¶�FKLSV�RU�
try a battered Mars Bar. Oh, go on, chips in one hand and a 
whiskey in the other as we drunkenly sing.  “ I belong to - - 
- - - - - dear old  - - - - - - - town”.

Down the M6 we call at - - - - - -   for some mint cake, though 
not really cake is it?  Down through Skipton on to - - - - - 
- where we start singing again with a real Yorkshire accent 
about some “Ducks eatin‘ thee up, on - - - - - -  moor baht at.”  

See - you didn’t really need that whiskey after all! 

Let’s just nip over to - - - - - - - - - -  for some of those 
little round, black liquorice sweets that remind us of the old 
days. Nearly home, let’s go to - - - - - - - - , famous for its 
huge lamb chops, we can have them tomorrow for lunch with 
roast potatoes and trwo veg, not forgetting our very own  
Yorkshire Pud.

Ah, home, put the kettle on.
Oh darn, we forgot to get some BAKEWELL TART!!!!!!!!!!

Answers: 
Hope, Matchstick x 2, Lowry, Salford, Eccles, Liverpool, 
Mersey, Wales, Land, Fathers, Abergavenny x 2, Glastonbury, 
Jaguar, Taunton, St.Ives, Bodmin Moor, Winchester, Dover, 
London, Lambeth, Coventry, Nottingham, Robin Hood, York, 
Scarborough, Durham, Edinburgh, Loch Ness monster, Skye, 
Mull of Kintyre, Loch Lomond, Glasgow x 2, Kendal, Ilkley x 
2, Pontefract, Barnsley.

Lorna Marshall

Vitamin D and why it matters
As we move into the Autumn months it’s a good idea to start  
taking a daily dose of Vitamin D and to continue to take 
this supplement throughout the winter months. But what is 
Vitamin D and why is it so important for health? 

What is vitamin D? Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin, 
which dissolves in fats and oils.  There are two main forms of 
vitamin D, which are:

•  Vitamin D3 (cholecalciferol)  - found in some animal foods 
VXFK�DV�IDWW\�¿VK�DQG�HJJ�\RONV
• Vitamin D2 ergocalciferol) – found in some plants, 
mushrooms and yeasts

9LWDPLQ� '�� LV� QHDUO\� WZLFH� DV� HϑHFWLYH� DV� YLWDPLQ� '�� DW�
increasing blood levels of vitamin D.

Vitamin D    
and sunshine  
Exposure to 
sun is the most 
HϑHFWLYH� ZD\� RI�
get vitamin D, 
which is produced 
through exposure 
of cholesterol in 
the skin to UVB 
rays from the sun. 
So, during the 
summer months 
there is usually 
there is no need to take a supplement. However, whilst the body 
is able to store vitamin D, without access to sunshine it would be 
GLϒFXOW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�YLWDPLQ�'�OHYHOV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZLQWHU��VR�LQ�
the UK supplementation between October and March is advised.

Why is Vitamin D important?  Bone health – vitamin D 
regulates the amount of calcium and phosphate in the body, 
and these nutrients are important for the health of bones, 
teeth and muscles. A lack of vitamin D can cause rickets in 
children and also causes bone pain.

Immune health – Vitamin D is needed for the proper 
IXQFWLRQLQJ� RI� WKH� LPPXQH� V\VWHP�� WKH� ERG\¶V� ¿UVW� OLQH� RI�
defence against infection and disease. Research has shown 
lower levels of Vitamin D to be associated with  greater 
susceptibility to infection, disease and immune-related 
disorders. Lower levels of Vitamin D are associated with an 
increased risk of respiratory diseases, including asthma and 
COPD as well as with viral and bacterial respiratory infections. 
A recent study found that patients admitted to hospital with 
COVID had better outcomes if they had adequate levels of 
vitamin D compared to others. 

2WKHU�KHDOWK�EHQH¿WV�±�DGHTXDWH�YLWDPLQ�'�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�
IRXQG�WR�EH�EHQH¿FLDO�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�
including reduced risk of cancer and easing symptoms of 
clinical depression.

Vitamin D and weight loss   Vitamin D may also have 
EHQH¿W� LQ� ZHLJKW� ORVV� DQG� LQ� GHFUHDVLQJ� ERG\� IDW�� ,Q� RQH�
study half of a group of women who were on a weight loss 
programme were also given supplementary vitamin D and on 
average lost 7lbs more than those not taking the supplement. 
A further study of 4600 women over four and a half years 
found that those taking a vitamin D supplement were less 
likely to gain weight than those not taking a supplement. In 
a study in men vitamin D was found to increase testosterone 
and higher levels of testosterone can reduced body fat and 
help with long term weight loss.

Vitamin D is an essential nutrient and has many health 
EHQH¿WV��$V�PRVW�RI�RXU�YLWDPLQ�'�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�VXQ�WKRVH�
of us living in the northern hemisphere need to take a vitamin 
D supplement between October and March. As well as being 
important for bone and muscle health, vitamin D is critical 
for immune health, so it is extremely important  to maintain 
healthy levels of vitamin D as we move towards Winter.

Isabel Hemmings and Sue Wharton
Nutritional Therapists
https://www.cinnamondays.co.uk/
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Totley’s Old News
It’s fascinating to see how news from Totley made it into 
the newspapers of the 18th and early 19th centuries. In the 
days of King George III in 1783 it is said there were just 21 
houses in Totley so we might assume that not a lot happened. 
However, the Derby Mercury reported a local tragedy in 
December 1789. Outside a public house at Totley Moor-Side, 
two local men agreed for a bet to shoot at a target. One of 
them, George Green from Whiteley Wood, charged one gun 
and propped it muzzle upwards against a table. He was in 
WKH� SURFHVV� RI� FKDUJLQJ� WKH� RWKHU� JXQ�ZKHQ� WKH� ¿UVW� JXQ�
IHOO�GRZQ�DQG�ZHQW�Rϑ��,WV�FRQWHQWV�KLW�WKH�RWKHU�XQQDPHG�
young man who cried out, “Lord have mercy on me” and 
died soon thereafter. That news must have spread around 
the local grapevine.  

$�SXEOLF�QRWLFH�LQ�WKH�6KHϒHOG�5HJLVWHU�LQ������DQQRXQFHG�
that an application was going to be made to the next session 
of Parliament  to make a turnpike road from “a Place called 
+LJK¿HOG�� LQ� WKH� 7RZQVKLS� RI� (FFOHVDOO�� LQ� WKH� 3DULVK� RI�
6KHϒHOG��LQ�WKH�:HVW�5LGLQJ�RI�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�<RUN��WR�7RWOH\��
LQ� WKH� 3DULVK� RI� 'URQ¿HOG�� LQ� WKH� &RXQW\� RI� 'HUE\�� ZKLFK�
VDLG�5RDG� LV� LQWHQGHG� WR� VDLG�7RZQVKLS�RI�(FFOHVDOO�� LQ� WKH�
3DULVK�RI�6KHϒHOG�DIRUHVDLG��LQ�WKH�VDLG�&RXQW\�RI�<RUN��WKH�
Liberty or Township of Beauchief, in the Parish of Norton in 
WKH�VDLG�&RXQW\�RI�'HUE\��DQG�WKH�+DPOHWV�RU�7RZQVKLSV�RI�
'RUH�DQG�7RWOH\��ERWK�LQ�WKH�VDLG�3DULVK�RI�'URQ¿HOG�LQ�WKH�
VDLG� &RXQW\� RI� 'HUE\�́ � � ,QWHUHVWHG� SDUWLHV�ZHUH� LQYLWHG� WR�
meet at Mr Broomhead’s house at the Bowling Green, Norton 
at 3pm on the 14th September. This seems to be the genesis 
RI� $EEH\GDOH� 5RDG� DQG� $EEH\GDOH� 5RDG� 6RXWK� ±�ZLWK� WKH�
lawyers dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s!

The lawyers were hard at work with their quills when another 
application from Parker & Brown, solicitors, intended to be 
made to Parliament, appeared in September 1821. This 
related to a Bill to make and maintain reservoirs and other 
necessary works to supply water to “the several mills on the 
ULYHUV�3RUWHU��6KHDI��5LYHOLQ��/R[OH\�DQG�'XQ� LQ� WKH�YLFLQLW\�
RI�WKH�WRZQ�RI�6KHϒHOG��LQ�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�<RUN �́�5HVHUYRLUV��
basins and other works were intended to be made and would 
“pass in, to or through the several Townships of Upper 
+DOODP�� 1HWKHU� +DOODP�� (FFOHVDOO� %LHUORZ�� 6WDQQLQJWRQ��
%DFN¿HOG��%ULJKWVLGH�%LHUORZ�� DQG�6KHϒHOG� LQ� WKH�3DULVKHV�
RI�6KHϒHOG�DQG�(FFOHV¿HOG��LQ�WKH�VDLG�&RXQW\�RI�<RUN��WKH�
3DULVK� RI� 1RUWRQ�� LQ� WKH� &RXQW\� RI� 'HUE\� DQG� WKH� VHYHUDO�
Hamlets or Townships of Totley and Dore, in the Parish of 
'URQ¿HOG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�&RXQW\�RU�VRPH�RU�RQH�RI�WKHP�́ �µ'XQ¶�
LV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�QDPH�IRU�WKH�5LYHU�'RQ�

Like a lot of the county newspapers of the time, the activities 
of local hunts and their masters were described in detail. 
Sir George Sitwell, Second Baronet, and son of Sir Sitwell 
6LWZHOO��WKH�GHYHORSHU�RI�5HQLVKDZ��ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�5DZPDUVK�LQ�
������<RXQJ�*HRUJH�PDUULHG�WKH�VLVWHU�RI�DQ�$UFKELVKRS�DW�
the age of 21, and later in their marriage they were lessees of 
%DOPRUDO�&DVWOH�EHIRUH�LW�EHFDPH�D�UR\DO�UHVLGHQFH��+RZHYHU��
by 1824 Sir George was leading the pack of foxhounds which 
ERUH�KLV�QDPH�IURP�5HQLVKDZ�ZLWK�PHHWV�DURXQG�WKH�DUHD�
WZLFH� D�ZHHN��2QH� H[FHSWLRQDO� KXQW� IURP�5HQLVKDZ�ZKLFK�
ZDV�UHSRUWHG�IRXQG�³5H\QDUG´�TXLFNO\�DQG�WKH�FKDVH�SDVVHG�
through Norton, Beauchief, Totley, over the Baslow turnpike 
road near Owler Bar, then to Dore Moor, over the turnpike 
URDG� QHDU� )R[� +RXVH� DQG� ³5H\QDUG´�ZDV� ¿QDOO\� FDXJKW� DW�
%XUEDJH�5RFNV��7KH�UXQ�KDG�ODVWHG�¿YH�PLQXWHV�VKRUW�RI�WZR�
hours over a reported distance of at least 12 miles. The report 
QRWHG� WKDW� ³WKLV�ZDV� RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW� GLϒFXOW� FRXQWULHV� WR�
FURVV�LQ�(QJODQG �́�$V�2VFDU�:LOGH¶V�FKDUDFWHU�/RUG�,OOLQJZRUWK�
later commented in the 1893 play A Woman

of No Importance��³7KH�(QJOLVK�FRXQWU\�JHQWOHPDQ�JDOORSLQJ�
DIWHU�D�IR[�±�WKH�XQVSHDNDEOH�LQ�IXOO�SXUVXLW�RI�WKH�XQHDWDEOH �́�

What we now know as wildlife crime featured in 1824 when 
in early January a bittern was shot by a grinder called 
Broadhead between Millhouses and Totley. It was said to be 
in “perfect feather”, until it was shot that is. The bird, 32 
inches long, was described as having a black cap to its head,

D�UXϑHG�SDOH�\HOORZ�QHFN��PRWWOHG�EURZQ�ERG\��JUHHQ�OHJV�
with a long beak and prominent yellow eyes. The bird was 
taken to a Mr Spooner of Pinstone Lane who may have 
LQWHQGHG� WR� KDYH� WKLV� UDULW\� VWXϑHG� DV� WD[LGHUP\� ZDV�
already popular and fashionable. These days, live examples 
of this rare and secretive type of heron can be seen at 
WKH�563%�'HDUQH�9DOOH\�QDWXUH�UHVHUYH�DW�2OG�0RRU�QHDU�
Wombwell. I say “seen” but it’s more likely that the bird’s 
ORZ�ERRPLQJ�FDOO�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�SRVVLEO\�RQO\�VLJQ�
of its presence. 

Transport news: a canal owner, Mr Bishop, announced 
in 1825 that he wished to join up to the existing county 
QHWZRUN�RI�FDQDOV� WR�UHDFK�WKH�FRDO�¿HOG� LQ�%DUORZ�:RRGV��
His proposed canal would also be able to carry corn from 
the growing counties of Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire to areas where there were corn shortages and 
WR�WKH�PDUNHWV�LQ�6KHϒHOG�DQG�0DQFKHVWHU��+LV�SODQ�ZRXOG�
LQYROYH�WXQQHOOLQJ�IURP�)URJJDWW�(GJH�WKURXJK�WR�6PHDFOLϑH�
:RRG�DQG�WKHQ�XQGHUQHDWK�+ROPHV¿HOG�/LGJDWH�WR�HQG�QHDU�
Totley. It appears that this ambitious plan didn’t come about, 
QRW� OHDVW� DV�ZRUNLQJ� UDLOZD\V� LQ�'HUE\VKLUH�ZHUH� MXVW� ¿YH�
years away. 

The headline might have read “No Births and One Death”. 
7KH�³/RQGRQ�&RXULHU´�UHSRUWHG�LQ������WKDW�D�KRXVH�LQ�7RWOH\�
which had been continuously occupied for 119 years had 
not had a child born inside it for that entire time. So, we’er 
they puttin’ summat in’t watter? Was this a Southerner’s 
comment on the fecundity of Totley people, or what? We 
shall never know. The house was described in the report 
DV�D�³PHVVXDJH´�±�D�GZHOOLQJ�KRXVH�ZLWK�RXWEXLOGLQJV�DQG�
ODQG��,Q�WKH�VDPH�\HDU��0U�-�+XWFKLQVRQ��WKH�&RURQHU�IRU�WKH�
Hundred of Scarsdale (one of Derbyshire’s hundreds covering 
the north-east of the county) came to Totley to investigate 
WKH� GHDWK� RI� D� 0U� +DG¿HOG� RI� 6KHϒHOG� ZKR� KDG� WUDYHOOHG�
IURP�%X[WRQ�LQ�WKH�0DQFKHVWHU�WR�6KHϒHOG�PDLO�FRDFK��+H�
had been in Buxton for his health, and two gentlemen in 
the coach gave evidence that two miles outside Totley Mr 
+DG¿HOG�KDG�DVNHG�KRZ�PDQ\�PLOHV�LW�ZDV�IURP�6KHϒHOG��+H�
then put his head against the side of the coach and on arrival 
at Totley he was found to be dead. The verdict was “Died by 
the visitation of God”.  

$�³9DOXDEOH�&RDO�:RUNV´�ZDV�SXW�XS�IRU�VDOH�E\�0U�6FKR¿HOG�
in December 1828. This local working colliery, “in full work”, 
said to have good quality coal, easy to be wrought, with 22 
years’ lease left to run, was put on the market but obviously 
didn’t sell as it was re-advertised in summer 1829. It was the 
0LFNOH\�DQG�'URQ¿HOG�:RRGKRXVH�&ROOLHU\�QHDU�WKH�WXUQSLNH�

Bittern
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road from Calver to Gleadless. The bed of coal was said to be 
four feet thick lying at a depth of 27 yards under 39 acres of 
land. All the buildings and equipment at two sites was being 
RϑHUHG� IRU� VDOH� �� PHWDO� UDLOZD\� OLQHV�� JLQV�� URSHV�� KRRNV��
FRUYHV��ZDJRQV���SXQFKHRQV��URRI�SURSV���VKRYHOV�DQG�RWKHU�
implements. The star of the sale was a new “six horse power” 
steam engine and boiler with its associated apparatus. 

A few years on in 1832 with King William IV now on the 
WKURQH��DQRWKHU�EXVLQHVV�RSSRUWXQLW\�DURVH�ORFDOO\�ZKHQ�WKH�
tolls on the two turnpike roads at Owler Bar were to be let 
to the highest bidder. The auction was to take place at Mr 
William Hattersley’s Peacock Inn at Owler Bar. The roads

ZHUH� WKRVH� IURP� 6KHϒHOG� WKURXJK� 7RWOH\� WR� %DVORZ� DQG�
WKH� RWKHU� IURP� &DOYHU� WKURXJK� +ROPHV¿HOG�� %UDGZD\� DQG�
1RUWRQ�WR�*OHDGOHVV��2Q�WKH�ODVW�RFFDVLRQ�WKH�WROOV�ZHUH�OHW��
WKH�DXFWLRQ�SULFH�ZDV������IRU�WKH�%UDG¿HOG�DQG�%HDXFKLHI�
%DUV��WKH�%UDGZD\�*DWH�DQG�6LGH�*DWH��7KH�2ZOHU�%DU�DQG�
6LGH�*DWH�VROG�IRU�������DERXW���������DW�WRGD\¶V�YDOXHV���
the Cupola Bar was £154 and the Gleadless Bar was £87. 
The successful bidders would have to give sureties to the 
Trustees and pay their rent monthly. It’s hard to know what 
WUDϒF� YROXPHV� ZHUH� OLNH� EDFN� WKHQ�� EXW� ZH� FDQ� SUREDEO\�
assume that they were increasing.        

1831 and 1832 seem to have been bad years for crime. A man 
ZDONLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�7RWOH\�URDG�WRZDUGV�6KHϒHOG�FDOOHG�LQ�DW�D�
public house and asked if anyone in there was going his way. 
$QRWKHU�PDQ�LQ�WKH�SXE�VDLG��³<HV��ZH�FDQ�JR�WRJHWKHU �́�7KH\�
VHW�Rϑ��EXW�WKH�¿UVW�PDQ¶V�DWWHPSWV�DW�JHWWLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�WR�
converse were met with single word replies. The second man 
GURSSHG�EHKLQG�D�ELW��WKHQ�VDLG��³<RX�QHHG�QRW�IHDU�±�,�VKDOO�
not harm you”. He then gave a signal and two men appeared 
IURP�WKH�EXVKHV��HDFK�ZLWK�D�SLVWRO�ZKLFK�WKH\�SUHVVHG�WR�WKH�
PDQ¶V�FKHVW��+H�ZDV�WROG��³,I�\RX�VSHDN�DQRWKHU�ZRUG��\RX�
ZLOO�EH�D�GHDG�PDQ�́ �7KHQ��³RSSRUWXQHO\�DQG�SURYLGHQWLDOO\´�
DV� WKH� UHSRUW� SXW� LW�� D� JHQWOHPDQ� RQ� KRUVHEDFN� ZKR� ZDV�
NQRZQ� WR� WKH�YLFWLP� URGH�XS�DQG� WKH�YLOODLQV�ÀHG��7KHQ� LQ�
������/RUG�9HUQRQ�ZDV�FKDLULQJ�WKH�'HUE\VKLUH�0LGVXPPHU�
6HVVLRQV�ZKHQ�WZR�ER\V��6DPXHO�'HDQ�DQG�(GZDUG�&RQQHOO\��
were brought before him. They were known thieves and 
on this occasion were charged with stealing lead from Mr 
George Bustard Greaves at Totley. The lead was marked and 
ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�0U�*UHDYHV¶�DJHQW�WR�EH�KLV�SURSHUW\��7KH\�
were both found guilty and were sentenced to seven years’ 
transportation each.         

7KHUH� ZDVQ¶W� D� ORW� LQ� WKH� VSRUWV� SDJHV� RI� ������ EXW� RQH�
cricket match played in Chatsworth Park was reported. To 
WKH�DFFRPSDQLPHQW�RI�WKH�%DVORZ�%DQG��WKH�PDWFK�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�%DVORZ�DQG�'RUH�DQG�7RWOH\�FOXEV�HQGHG�LQ�D�ZLQ�IRU�'RUH�
DQG�7RWOH\��%DVORZ¶V�WZR�LQQLQJV�WRWDOOHG�����DQG�'RUH�DQG�
Totley’s 104 with six wickets left to fall. This was no doubt a 
FDXVH�IRU�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�'RUH�DQG�7RWOH\��

$� PRQWK� ODWHU�� 7RWOH\� IDUPHU� 0U� :LOOLDP� *UHHQ� SXW� RQ� D�
celebration for himself and seven local men described as 
³YLOODJH�SDWULDUFKV´�±�WKH�DJHV�RI�WKH�HLJKW�PHQ�FDPH�WR�����
\HDUV�� DQ� DYHUDJH� DJH�RI� ���� ,W� VHHPV� WKDW� D� SRLQW� DERXW�
longevity was being made to abstainers as all the men had 
been “true lovers of the tap” and at the celebration “freely 
shook hands with their old friend John Barleycorn”! It was 
UHSRUWHG� WKDW� WKH�PHQ�³GUDQN�GLYLQHO\´�ZLWK�TXLSV�� FUDFNV��
old tales and songs which frequently “set the table of a roar”. 
$IWHU� WRDVWLQJ� WKHLU� EHQHIDFWRU� QLQH� WLPHV�� WKH� PHQ� VDQJ�
³$XOG�/DQJ�6\QH´�DQG�SDUWHG�KRSLQJ�IRU�D�VLPLODU�FHOHEUDWLRQ�

D�\HDU�RQ��+RZHYHU��WKH\�SUREDEO\�GLGQ¶W�IDUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�0U�
*HRUJH� :DLQZULJKW� RI� 'RUH� ZKR� KDG� GLHG� LQ� ����� DW� WKH�
great age of 107.    

With the world’s current 
preoccupation with vaccination 
DJDLQVW� &RYLG�� LW¶V� LQWHUHVWLQJ� WR�
see that in 1840 it was happening 
here against smallpox which was 
FDXVLQJ� VXϑHULQJ�� GLV¿JXUHPHQW��
blindness and death on a large scale. 
Practices similar to vaccination 
may have been going on in some 
IRUP� LQ� &KLQD�� ,QGLD� DQG� $IULFD� DV�
far back as the 15th century. But 
LQ� ����� SK\VLFLDQ� DQG� VFLHQWLVW�
(GZDUG�-HQQHU��right���KDYLQJ�QRWHG�
milkmaids’ apparent immunity to 
VPDOOSR[� DIWHU� FRQWUDFWLQJ� FRZSR[��
scratched pus taken from a cowpox 
VXϑHUHU¶V�EOLVWHUV�LQWR�WKH�DUP�RI�D�
boy aged nine. The boy was then exposed to smallpox but 
didn’t succumb to infection and the experiment was judged to 
EH�D�VXFFHVV��,Q�WKH��ò�\HDUV�XS�WR�������RYHU��������SHRSOH�
LQ�(QJODQG�DQG�:DOHV�KDG�GLHG�RI�VPDOOSR[��

+HQFH�XQGHU�D�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�$FW�RI�3DUOLDPHQW��WKH�(FFOHVDOO�
%LHUORZ� 8QLRQ� ZDV� DGYHUWLVLQJ� LQ� 1RUWRQ�� 'RUH�� 7RWOH\� DQG�
Beauchief to get the parents of all local children to have them 
vaccinated with cowpox at the age of six weeks. If there was 
smallpox present in the area then babies aged only a few 
GD\V�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�YDFFLQDWHG��$�0HGLFDO�2ϒFHU��LQ�RXU�FDVH�
0U�$OH[DQGHU�:ULJKW�RI�1RUWRQ��ZDV�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�'RUH�DQG�
Totley school houses once a month to give the vaccinations. 
The vaccinations were free and there were dire warnings about 
UHO\LQJ�RQ�³LJQRUDQW�SHUVRQV´�WR�YDFFLQDWH��DV�FKDUODWDQV�ZHUH�
REYLRXV� RSHUDWLQJ� LQ� VRPH� DUHDV�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� JLYHQ� WKH�
FXUUHQW� GHEDWH� DERXW� &RYLG� ³9DFFLQH� 3DVVSRUWV �́� D� UHJLVWHU�
RI�HYHU\RQH�YDFFLQDWHG�ZDV�NHSW�DQG�D�FHUWL¿FDWH�JLYHQ�WR�DOO�
those who had been completely and successfully vaccinated. 

2OG�QHZV��EXW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�QRQHWKHOHVV������

Mike Peart

An old image of the Peacock at Owler Bar
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Organic Wildlife Gardening
First, I must congratulate the Totley Swift Group for their 
work to establish swift boxes in the area, and also those 
KRPH�RZQHUV�ZKR�DUH�KDSS\�WR�KDYH� WKHP��¿WWHG� WR� WKHLU�
houses. I was not surprised to hear that swift numbers 
DUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�UHGXFHG��7KH�UHDVRQ�JLYHQ�ZDV�WKH�ORVV�RI�
LQVHFWV�ERWK�GXULQJ�WKHLU�ÀLJKW�IURP�$IULFD�DQG�KHUH�WRR��

Two years ago I had four swift boxes put up in a row, as they 
like to be close together, but so far no occupants. I did see a 
VPDOO�ÀRFN�À\�SDVW�WKH�HQG�RI�P\�URDG�KHDGLQJ�IRU�'RUH��DQG�
DP�WKLQNLQJ�RI�SXWWLQJ�D�VLJQ�SRLQWLQJ�XS�P\�WKH�URDG��µ'(6�
5(6�)25�6:,)76¶��

,� ZDV� DOVR� GHOLJKWHG� WR� UHDG� DERXW� WKH� SURSRVHG� ZLOGÀRZHU�
meadows in the church grounds on Totley Hall Lane. They should 
look wonderful in time and, while near the centre of the old 
YLOODJH��WKH\�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�QHDU�WR�*LOO¿HOG�:RRG�ZKLFK�LV�D�KDYHQ�
for wildlife itself and they will complement each other very well.        

The television programme Gardeners World may be getting a 
little more environmentally-friendly as in a recent programme 
viewers were advised not to kill slugs as they can help to 
FRQWURO�DSKLGV�ZKLFK�FDQ�GR�VR�PXFK�GDPDJH���$Q�LPSRUWDQW�
point and, hopefully, there will be further environmentally-
friendly advice in the future.
In my garden, the plants in the patio border excelled  
themselves  this year, with various species of bees visiting 
all day and in large numbers. The newly- introduced vipers 
EXJORVV� ZLWK� LWV� WLQ\� EOXH� ÀRZHUV� ZDV� YHU\� SRSXODU�� HYHQ�
with the larger bumble bees, along with the  small scabious 
and marjoram. Hedge woundwort (a shade loving plant) had 
seeded alongside in a very sunny spot and was extremely 
popular.  It had also seeded elsewhere, so I removed those 
VHHG�KHDGV���(QRXJK�LV�HQRXJK��
:KHQ�,�¿UVW�VWDUWHG�WR�JDUGHQ�LQ�DQ�RUJDQLF�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�
friendly way, one of the plants I chose was betony.  It is very 
good for bees.  However, this year, it bloomed later than 
QRUPDO�� SUREDEO\� DϑHFWHG� E\� WKH� ZHDWKHU�� DQG� WKH� ÀRZHUV�
were not their normal bright red/purple, nor did they last as 
long as usual. Hopefully, it will be better next year.
Coincidently, there was an article about betony in the spring 
edition of Plantlife��ZKHUH�LW�LV�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�µFODVV�DFW¶�DV�LW�
is very fussy about being in the best of habitats.  The writer 
ZDV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�FRQVXOWDQW��$QG\�%\¿HOG���+H�KDG�IRXQG��LW�
RQ� WKH�%HUNVKLUH�'RZQV� UDFHKRUVH�JDOORSV�� �1RW� WKH� VDIHVW�
SODFH�WR�EH��EXW�KH�VXUYLYHG�WR�ZULWH�WKH�DUWLFOH���7KH�'RZQV�
are chalk-based, whereas my garden soil is clay-based, but 
EHWRQ\�LV�KDSS\�RQ�HLWKHU�DV�ORQJ�DV�WKH�VRLO�LV�KHDOWK\���$QG\�
was certain that while he had found a large number of betony 
plants in a 50 acre patch of grassland, along with other wild 
ÀRZHUV��LW�ZDV�µD�UDUH�IUDJPHQW�RI�LQWDFW�SODWHDX�GRZQODQG��RI�
D�JUDVVODQG�W\SH�QRZ�JRQH�IURP�RXU�ODQGVFDSH�¶���7KH�IDFW�WKDW�
LW�KDG�VXUYLYHG�ZDV�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�XVH�IRU�UDFHKRUVH�WUDLQLQJ��
7KHUH�ZHUH�D� IHZ�PRUH�EXWWHUÀLHV�KHUH� WKLV� \HDU�ZKLFK� LV�
encouraging. They included the tiny but delightful orange tip 
EXWWHUÀLHV�� ZKLFK� KDG� DGDSWHG� WR� WKH� QHZ� SRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH�
garlic mustard (whose leaves support their caterpillars) in 
WKH�ERUGHU�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ���2WKHUV�WKDW�FDPH�ODWHU

were the small and large whites, small tortoiseshells that like 
the nettles, and a gate keeper.  However, gardens could be 
VXSSRUWLQJ�D�ORW�PRUH�LI�ZH�SODQWHG�PRUH�QDWLYH�ÀRZHUV�����
2QH�RI�WKH�SOHDVXUHV�RI�ZULWLQJ�DUWLFOHV�IRU�ORFDO�PDJD]LQHV�
is that when friends from my childhood and teenage years 
who have moved away from the area years ago, but still 
like to hear what is going on in the area in which they had 
OLYHG��UHDOLVH�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�PH�DQG�JHW�LQ�WRXFK��2QH�IULHQG��
who now lives in Cornwall, is very kindly sending me  helpful 
newspaper cuttings on invasive species.  
7KLV�SUREOHP�LV�VHULRXV���7KHUH�DUH�RYHU�D�WKRXVDQG�GLϑHUHQW�
invasive plant species e.g. rhododendrons, buddleia, 
Himalayan balsam and Japanese rose, and animals include 
(XURSHDQ� UDEELWV�� JUH\� VTXLUUHOV�� &DQDGLDQ� FUD\¿VK� DQG�
Muntjack deer. The government is intending to stop the 
import of all foreign plants and animals.  It is clearly not good 
that they are here.  They interrupt the balance of nature and, 
take up land that could be supporting native species. If you 
have such a plant, try and persuade yourself to remove it.  
There are so many native species which are very attractive 
DQG�EHWWHU�IRU�RXU�ZLOGOLIH���7KH�SUHWWLHVW�ÀRZHU�DUUDQJHPHQW�
I ever saw was years ago at Hope Show……forget-me-nots in 
D�WKLPEOH��ZKLFK�KDG�JRW�D�UHG�URVHWWH�����
I was delighted when blue tits nested in a bird box on a fence 
QHDU�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ�EXW�ZH�GLG�QRW�VHH�WKH��ÀHGJHOLQJV�
emerge.  Later the box was removed for cleaning and among 
WKH�EHDXWLIXOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�QHVW�ZHUH�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�RI�¿YH�EOXH�
tits. The team from Springwatch reported that they are fed on 
the caterpillars of the winter moth, but the cold wet weather 
during May had delayed the opening of the buds on oak trees 
on which the caterpillars depend. Heavy rainfall, which was 
TXLWH�IUHTXHQW��ZDVKHG�WKH�FDWHUSLOODUV�Rϑ�WKH�EUDQFKHV�RQWR�
the ground where  robins and blackbirds took advantage.  
Some recent research suggests that birds should be able to 
support themselves in gardens without the use of feeders, if 
we plant native species and provide water. It could be much 
better for all birds and also reduce our carbon footprint as 
many bird foods come from abroad.  I am giving it a try for 
QRZ���DW�OHDVW��ZH�KDYH�IDU�IHZHU�PDJSLHV�DQG�SLJHRQV�
)LQDOO\��D�TXRWH�E\�(��%��:KLWH��DXWKRU�RI�Charlotte’s Web):
“I would feel more optimistic about a bright future for man 
if he spent less time proving he can outwit nature and more 
time tasting her sweetness and respecting her sincerity”.

Marian Tiddy 

The beautiful meadow cranesbill (June on)
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News from All Saints Church
The lifting of Covid restrictions on July 19th meant that churches 
need no longer impose limits on the numbers attending 
services in churches and congregational singing could once 
again become part of the worship. Whilst all legal restrictions 
were lifted, the advice was that care should be taken to ensure 
the safety of all attending. At All Saints the PCC decided 
that some safety measures such as social distancing would 
remain in place for the time being. However it has meant that 
once again the congregation have been able to sing (wearing 
masks) and to join together in church for services and the 
children have been able meet in their groups on a Sunday once 
again. Weddings and baptisms have been able to take place 
without restrictions and our associate priest Rev Ali Creasey 
has been very busy conducting weddings many of which had 
been postponed several times. 

We are very grateful to all who worked to keep services going 
online throughout the lockdown and to those who put the worship 
together and did the preaching and made sure it was on the 
website every Sunday morning. Whilst things might not yet be as 
they were pre-COVID it is good to be able to meet together once 
again. Let us hope and pray that this will continue.

Even though the church building was closed for some time 
it still needed to be looked after. Every week the building 
was checked and routine maintenance tasks were carried 
RXW��7KH�¿UH�DODUP�DQG�HPHUJHQF\�OLJKWLQJ�ZDV��WHVWHG�HYHU\�
ZHHN�DQG�WKH�ZDWHU�V\VWHPV�ÀXVKHG�WR�DYRLG�DQ\�EXLOG�XS�RI��
harmful bacteria. The church hall needed extensive electrical 
work  and after this was completed the hall was redecorated. 
Before the hall reopened in September it was thoroughly 
FOHDQHG�DQG�WLGLHG��DQG�WKH�ÀRRU�SROLVKHG��DQG�DOO��WKH�NLWFKHQ�
units and contents were washed and sanitised.Many of the 
groups who used the hall regularly are now starting up again. 
The church hall is now available for hire again and enquiries 
should be addressed to Beth Booth (totleyallsaintshall@
gmail.com) or 0114 236 5512.

The PCC agreed some time ago to seek permission to extend 
the memorial garden in the grounds. This enclosed plot has 
been used for the burial of cremated remains since 1966  but 
there is  no longer enough space to accept any more. Plans 
were drawn up to create another plot adjacent to the existing 
one and the PCC were hopeful that subject to all the planning 
and legal requirements this would be completed without 
too much delay. Unfortunately this has not been the case. 
Shortly after the decision was taken and the plans drawn up, 
we were in lockdown, and since then a series of delays due 
to lockdown and legal procedures (as well as the architect’s  
maternity leave) have stalled the progress of this work. The 
planning department have been very helpful and we hope to 
hear from them in early autumn. Once we have this, work

still can’t begin until the diocese approves the work and 
the registrar grants permission, and once this is done the  
Bishop will be able to consecrate the land and the work can 
proceed. The PCC are extremely disappointed by these delays 
particularly because they know that families are waiting for 
the work to be done. However we must abide by the rules 
and it would be unwise to start work without approval. Please 
be assured that the PCC sees this work as a priority and will 
endeavour to complete it as soon as possible.

Since Paul Oakley retired in 2015, All Saints has not had a 
‘resident vicar’. Rev Katie Tupling, who was at Christ Church 
Dore, became Priest in Charge at Totley when Paul retired. 
Rev Ali Creasey was her curate. When Katie left in January 
2019, Ali Creasey became Associate Priest at All Saints. Ali is 
a self-supporting minister, which means that she is employed 
full time in a secular role and her ministry to the church is 
unpaid. Ali’s role at All Saints is to be responsible for the 
10am Sunday service. Ali works incredibly hard for All Saints 
but it is impossible for her to do the work of a paid incumbent 
whilst being employed full time in a very demanding role.

Over the past 18 months, the churchwardens, Ali and the 
PCC have been exploring the idea of a Church Graft with 
WKH�'LRFHVH� DQG� WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� DW� &KULVW� &KXUFK� (QGFOLϑH��
A church graft involves a group of people who move, with 
a leader, to join an existing church to  give them a boost 
and join with them in their ministry and outreach, creating 
a church family which draws on the strengths of both 
churches. Both Church Councils have voted in favour of the 
proposal and we have now received the green light from the 
Diocese to move forward. The plan is that Rev. Ben Tanner 
will come to lead the graft and be Oversight Minister with 
RYHUDOO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�$OO�6DLQWV�ZKHQ�KLV�FXUDF\�¿QLVKHV�
next year. We pray for everyone involved as we plan for this 
new and exciting development which we hope will be a great 
blessing to the Totley community. 

The Natter Group has started meeting again. This is a group 
where you can come and simply have a cuppa and a chat. It 
is held every Thursday morning from 10.30am in the Library. 
It is open to anyone aged 60+ years.

Members of our church family pray regularly for our 
community here in Totley and this will not change. However, 
LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�SUD\HU�IRU�D�VSHFL¿F�VLWXDWLRQ�RU�SHUVRQ��ZH�
are happy to do this on your behalf. You can e mail Prayer 
requests to churchwardenstotley@gmail.com  Requests do 
not need to include surnames if you prefer and you will not be 
contacted unless you want your request to be acknowledged.

Liz Hayden, Totley All Saints Church

As we go to press, public meetings have resumed at Totley 
Library on a trial basis but for the time being attendances will 
be limited to 30 people to allow for a degree of social distancing. 

Our October meeting, on Wednesday 27th October, will be 
the second part of Stephen Gay’s virtual railway journey from 
6KHϒHOG¶V� DEDQGRQHG� 9LFWRULD� 6WDWLRQ� YLD� 'DUQDOO�� .LYHWRQ�
Park, Worksop, Retford, Gainsborough, Brigg and Grimsby 
to the east coast holiday resort of Cleethorpes. This part of 
the journey is from Kirton Lindsey Station to Cleethorpes 
via Brigg and Grimsby, with a side trip up the scenic North 
Lincolnshire branch line to Barton-on-Humber. 

If you wish to attend the meeting could you please 
register your interest by sending an email to: secretary@
totleyhistorygroup.org.uk.

For updates on all our activities please visit www.
totleyhistorygroup.org.uk.

Norman Rolfe

,PDJHV�RI�6KHϒHOG
4. Platform 5

7UDLQ�VWDWLRQV�DUH�DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�RI�GLϑHUHQW�HPRWLRQV�IRU�
me, having never had to use them purely for the mundane 
daily travel. No matter what time of day I love looking out 
for the individual stories playing out on the platforms.
Maybe it’ll be a solitary student looking pensive with bags 
IXOO�RI�FOHDQ�ZDVKLQJ��RU�LW�FRXOG�EH�DQ�DϑHFWLRQDWH�FRXSOH�
squeezing every last moment out of each other before the 
last call for closing doors. I’ve watched the performance 
of groups of friends distinctly dressed for the night before, 
now suddenly feeling the cold and the size of their heels. 
Or will it be the would-be actor who treats the platform 
as their stage and a mobile phone as their microphone, 
shamelessly playing out some personal drama to a mildly 
interested captive audience?
For my part i stood on the platform waiting for a train to 
take me to my girlfriend. As the day turns to night I start 
WR�VHH�VWDWLRQ�OLJKWV�DV�OLWWOH�ZDUPLQJ�FDPS¿UHV�SXQFWXDWLQJ�
the journey through the dark As we pause at each one on 
WKH�ZD\�VRPHRQH�¿QGV�VRODFH�DQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�ZKLOH�
others join us dwindling few heading back out into the 
GDUNQHVV��(YHQWXDOO\� LW�ZLOO�EH�P\�WXUQ�WR�¿QG�ZDUPWK�DW�
P\�RZQ�OLWWOH�FDPS¿UH��WLUHG��H[FLWHG�DQG�¿QDOO\�DW�HDVH«�

Photo and text: Simon Deeks

Totley History 
Group
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Garolla garage doors are strong and 
solidly built. They’re made to measure in 
our own UK factories. The electric Garolla 
door rolls up vertically taking up only 8 
inches inside your garage. 
Our expert installers will fit your new 
door and take away the old one so there’s 
no mess. 

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up completely Free. 

APPROVEDOnly £895 for 
a fully fitted 
electric door.
Gotta get a Garolla.

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

CALL US TODAY 

�������������

www.garolla.co.uk

MOBILE

WAS £1,354 
INC VAT£895

NOW ONLY

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

TWO REMOTE CONTROLS

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

$9$,/$%/(�,1����&2/2856

FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

�������������

2IIHU�YDOLG�IRU�RSHQLQJV�XS�
WR����P�ZLGH�	�LQF����
UHPRWH�FRQWUROV����PP�
ZKLWH�VODWV��LQWHUQDO�PDQXDO�
RYHUULGH�
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People Keeping Well
We run a wide variety of activities, courses and groups across 
WKH�6RXWK�:HVW�RI�6KHϒHOG�HQDEOLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�JHW�RXW�DQG�
DERXW��¿QG�QHZ�KREELHV��VWD\�DFWLYH�DQG�KDYH� IXQ��7KLV� LV�
SDUW�RI�WKH�6KHϒHOG�3HRSOH�.HHSLQJ�:HOO�SURJUDPPH��

7KH�6RXWK�:HVW�6KHϒHOG�3.:�3DUWQHUVKLS�DUHD�FRYHUV�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�DUHDV��'RUH�� 7RWOH\��%UDGZD\��(QGFOLϑH�� )XOZRRG��
5DQPRRU��*UH\VWRQHV��1HWKHU�(GJH��%HQWV�*UHHQ��%ULQFOLϑH��
(FFOHVDOO��:KLUORZ��$EEH\GDOH��,I�\RX�QHHG�IXUWKHU�KHOS��DQG�
VRPHRQH� WR� JXLGH� \RX� WKURXJK� LW� SOHDVH� GRQ¶W� KHVLWDWH� WR�
FRQWDFW�-RDQQD�:RRGZDUG�RQ���������������RU�YLD�HPDLO�DW�
MRDQQD�ZRRGZDUG#DJHXNVKHϒHOG�RUJ�XN

Activity timetable
Monday
��DP�*HQWOH�&LUFXLWV�2QOLQH��([HUFLVH�&ODVV��3URYLGHU�$

��DP�6KHϒHOG�0HQFDS�DQG�*DWHZD\�&RϑHH�0RUQLQJ��3UR-
YLGHU�&

��DP�:DONLQJ� )RRWEDOO� IRU� 0HQ� 	�:RPHQ� 6SULQJV� /HLVXUH�
&HQWUH��3URYLGHU�$

�����SP�0HPRLU�:ULWLQJ�GHOLYHUHG�E\�.DWKU\Q�5HDQH\��D�SUR-
IHVVLRQDO�MRXUQDOLVW��3URYLGHU�+

���SP�&RV\�&UHDWLYHV��2QOLQH�&UHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�VHVVLRQV��3UR-
YLGHU�(

���SP�:ULWHU¶V�'URS� LQ�� IRU�ZULWHUV�ZKR�ZDQW� UHDGHUV�DQG�
UHDGHUV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�WKH�QHZ�ZULWLQJ�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH��
3URYLGHU�+

Tuesday
��DP�=XPED�*ROG�2QOLQH�([HUFLVH�&ODVV��3URYLGHU�$

�������)XOZRRG�0HPRU\�&DIp�DW�)XOZRRG�6FRXW�+XW��&KDW��
TXL]]HV��OLYH�VLQJHUV�	�PRUH��IRU�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�'HPHQWLD�
	�WKHLU�FDUHUV��3URYLGHU�'

�����DP�6LQJLQJ�7HDSRW�&KRLU��IRUWQLJKWO\��QG�DQG�ODVW�7XHV-
GD\�RI�HDFK�PRQWK��3URYLGHU�(

�SP�:DONLQJ�)RRWEDOO� IRU�0HQ�	�:RPHQ��6W�*HRUJH¶V�3DUN�
7KRUQFOLϑH��3URYLGHU�$

����SP�+DPPHU�	�3LQFHUV�)ULHQGVKLS�/XQFK��7LFNHW���������
LQFOXGHV�D���FRXUVH�PHDO�	�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��5LQJLQJORZ�5RDG�
�6����3:���RQ����2FW�����1RY�����'HF�����'HF��
&RQWDFW�3URYLGHU�,

���SP��'RUH�	�7RWOH\�5RVHPDU\�0HPRU\�&DIp�DW�'RUH�0HWK-
RGLVW�&KXUFK��&KDW��TXL]]HV��OLYH�VLQJHUV�	�PRUH��IRU�SHRSOH�
OLYLQJ�ZLWK�'HPHQWLD�	�WKHLU�FDUHUV��3URYLGHU�'

����SP�+LL7�2QOLQH��([HUFLVH�&ODVV��3URYLGHU�$

Wednesday
��DP�6WUHQJWK�	�%DODQFH�2QOLQH�([HUFLVH�&ODVV��FDQ�EH�FKDLU�
EDVHG���3URYLGHU�$

��DP�&DUHUV�&DIp�RQ�WKH��VW�DQG��UG�:HGQHVGD\�RI�HYHU\�
PRQWK��3URYLGHU�*

��DP�:DONLQJ�)RRWEDOO�IRU�0HQ�	�:RPHQ��6W�*HRUJH¶V�3DUN�
*UDYHV��3URYLGHU�$

�SP�:DONLQJ� )RRWEDOO� IRU� 0HQ� 	� :RPHQ�� &RQFRUG� 6SRUWV�
&HQWUH��3URYLGHU�$

���SP�&RPPXQLW\�-RXUQDOLVP��1R�H[SHULHQFH�QHFHVVDU\��IRU�
SHRSOH�ZKR�ZDQW�VRPH�SRLQWHUV�DW�VHQGLQJ�RXW�QHZV�UHOHDV-
HV��UXQQLQJ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SDJHV�HWF��3URYLGHU�+

�SP�:RPHQ¶V�:DONLQJ�)RRWEDOO��*RRGZLQ�6SRUWV�&HQWUH��3UR-
YLGHU�$

Thursday

��DP�*HQWOH�&LUFXLWV�2QOLQH�([HUFLVH�&ODVV��3URYLGHU�$

����SP�=XPED�&KDLU�2QOLQH��([HUFLVH�&ODVV��3URYLGHU�$

���SP�%HQWV�*UHHQ�0HPRU\�&DIH��&KDW��TXL]]HV��OLYH�VLQJHUV�
DQG�PRUH�� IRU� SHRSOH� OLYLQJ�ZLWK�'HPHQWLD� 	� WKHLU� FDUHUV��
3URYLGHU�'

�SP�6KRUW�6WRULHV��2Q�WKH��QG�7KXUVGD\�RI�HYHU\�PRQWK���
/LVWHQ�RU�EULQJ�\RXU�RZQ�VWRU\�WR�VKDUH��3URYLGHU�*

�SP�7DEOH�7HQQLV�%UDGZD\�&RPPXQLW\�+DOO��3URYLGHU�%

Friday                                 
��DP�0LQGIXOQHVV��2QOLQH��3URYLGHU�$

��DP� &DUHUV� &DIp� DQG� 4XL]� RQ� WKH� �QG� )ULGD\� RI� HYHU\�
PRQWK��3URYLGHU�*�

�������������DP�&RQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�1DWXUH�IRU�:HOOEHLQJ��'H-
OLYHUHG�E\�D�KRUWLFXOWXULVW��3URYLGHU�)

��DP�:DONLQJ�)RRWEDOO�IRU�0HQ�	�:RPHQ��'DY\�0F.HH�6SRUWV�
*URXQG��3URYLGHU�$

�SP�7DEOH�7HQQLV�%UDGZD\�&RPPXQLW\�+DOO��3URYLGHU�%

List of Providers�
3URYLGHU� $�� &:6� �&RPPXQLW\� :HOOQHVV� 6HUYLFH��� &ODVVHV�
GHOLYHUHG�E\� VSHFLDOLVW� LQVWUXFWRUV�� 7R�ERRN�\RXU�SODFH�DQG�
UHFHLYH�OLQNV�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�MRLQ�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�&:6�RQ�
RU�FDOO��������������

3URYLGHU�%��7DEOH�7HQQLV�RUJDQLVHG�E\�-DQ�&OLVW��&RQWDFW�WR�
ERRN�\RXU�SODFH�RQ�����������������������������

3URYLGHU� &�� 1RWH� WKDW� WKLV� WDNHV� SODFH� RQ� �VW� DQG� �UG�
0RQGD\�RI�HDFK�PRQWK���'HOLYHUHG�E\�60*�&RQWDFW�FDUHUV�
RXWUHDFK� SURMHFW� ZRUNHUV�� .DWLH� ������������� RU� (OOLH� RQ�
�������������RU�HPDLO�FRSH#PHQFDS�RUJ�XN
3OHDVH�QRWH��7KHVH�VHVVLRQV�DUH� IRU�XQSDLG�FDUHUV�DQG� WKH�
SHUVRQ�WKH\�FDUH�IRU��FUHDWHG�IRU�DGXOWV�ZLWK�PLOG�WR�PRGHUDWH�
OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV�DXWLVP��

3URYLGHU�'��'HOLYHUHG�E\�(OL]D��SURYLGHG�E\�$JH�8.�6KHϒHOG�
3.:���&RQWDFW�(OL]D�*URDUN#DJHXNVKHϒHOG�RUJ�XN�RU�������
�������IRU�GHWDLOV�WR�ERRN�

3URYLGHU� (�� 3URYLGHG� E\� $JH� 8.� 6KHϒHOG� 3.:� ±� FRQWDFW�
-RDQQD�ZRRGZDUG#DJHXNVKHϒHOG�RUJ�XN�IRU�GHWDLOV

3URYLGHU�)��'HOLYHUHG�E\�&DUROLQH�&RRN�+RUWLFXOWXULVW��HPDLO�
LQIR#JDUGHQLQJZLWKFDUROLQH�FR�XN� RU� SKRQH� $JH� 8.� �����
����������9LVLW�JDUGHQLQJZLWKFDUROLQH�FR�XN

3URYLGHU�*��6&&��6KHϒHOG�&DUHUV�&HQWUH���(PDLO�-DQ�MDQ#
VKHϒHOGFDUHUV�RUJ�XN

3URYLGHU�+��.DWKU\Q�5HDQH\�(PDLO�UHDQH\ZULWHV#JPDLO�FRP�
RU�FDOO�������������

3URYLGHU�,��%RRN�YLD�+DPPHU�	�3LQFHUV�RQ���������������
)RU�TXHULHV�FRQWDFW�.DWK\�0DUNZLFN��(PDLO�NDWK\PDUNZLFN#
JPDLO�FRP�RU�FDOO����������������
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Green Oak Park
There’s a rumour going round that not everyone in Totley has 
actually been to Green Oak Park.  If true, those who haven’t 
done so don’t know what they’re missing, even though it’s 
easily approached by short pathways from Green Oak Avenue 
and Lemont Road.

7R�VWDUW�ZLWK��WKH�SDUN�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�D�PDJQL¿FHQW�YDULHW\�
RI�WUHHV�ERUGHULQJ�D�ODUJH�SOD\LQJ�¿HOG�KDUERXULQJ�D�VHOHFWLRQ�
RI�ZLOG�ÀRZHUV�GHVSLWH� LWV�JUHHQHU\�EHLQJ�UHJXODUO\�FXW�� �,W�
also contains a small pond, with an almost hidden stream 
running through. As for wildlife, during the day there are 
‘regulars’ of rooks, magpies, seagulls, blackbirds and other 
species who occasionally visit. And, when night falls, the 
foxes and small mammals emerge, although grey squirrels 
are usually out and about before it gets dark.

Humans who frequent the park range from the very young in 
pushchairs to the long-since retired.  Children with bikes are 
often present, along with dogs being walked and allowed a run 
on the open green.  Entertainment is also provided by people’s 
best friends repeatedly chasing balls thrown by their owners.  

Playground equipment and a basketball court are readily 
available, sometimes used by parents as well as by the 
RϑVSULQJ�WKH\�EULQJ�DORQJ���$V�DXWXPQ�DSSURDFKHV��WKHUH�DUH�
blackberries galore growing in the hedges for early pickers to 
bring home for dessert or for making jam.

Adults of all ages greet each others, whether or not they 
have met before.  The atmosphere is relaxed despite the 
range of ongoing activities.  Scooters also abound and the 
walkways are suitable for wheelchair users.  During the 
summer break, there are supervised activities for primary 
school pupils.  Sometimes, picnics are evident, with a table 
provided, as well as benches for tired legs or those who 
prefer to take everything in while sitting down.  Amongst the 
‘regulars’ appear to be loners who appreciate what is going 
on around them despite being on their own.

Compared to Millhouses Park, Green Oak is far less used, but 
it has fewer facilities in terms of play equipment, sporting

JURXQGV�� DWWUDFWLYH� ÀRZHU� GLVSOD\V� RU� HYHQ� D� FDIH�� QRW� WR�
mention toilets! So, it’s not surprising that it is seldom 
crowded or sometimes only a few present despite the 
weather being just right.

As with any public grounds, it is subject to misuse and 
vandalism by way of rubbish, such as paper food wrappings, 
bottles and cans of all sorts left about. Moreover, when 
entering the park from the Green Oak Avenue side, to the left 
are a dozen, small mature fruit trees, several of which have 
been deliberately damaged by large branches being broken, 
SXOOHG�Rϑ�DQG�WKHQ�OHIW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��DV�KDV�KDSSHQHG�ZLWK�
some larger trees. If this wasn’t bad enough, paths have 
been strewn with small sharp pieces of glass shattered from 
bottles thrown down with force, thereby endangering children 
(and some adults) who walk about in bare feet, along with 
injuring pet dogs with their exposed paws. The basketball 
FRXUW�LV�VLPLODUO\�DϑHFWHG�

On the Lemont Road side, near the two empty brick buildings, 
there are concrete steps leading down to a path, with its 
steps having been so damaged as to increase the likelihood 
RI�IDOOV��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKRVH�ZLWK�LPSDLUHG�YLVLRQ�RU�GLϒFXOWLHV�
in walking.  As to the bench at the top of the steps, I noticed 
that it had been completely covered, on both its seating area 
and backrest, with smears of food from what appeared to be 
the remnants of a take-away meal!

Fortunately, Green Oak Park can still provide pleasure and 
the delights of nature for those who wish to go there and 
enjoy themselves in the all encompassing ‘Green’ it has to 
RϑHU���1RW�RQO\�KDV�LW�EHHQ�D�KDYHQ�IRU�PDQ\�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
RYHU�FRQ¿QHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ZRUVW�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��EXW�
is now an important outdoor ‘standby’ in the event of a future 
invasion from a yet unknown distant cousin of Covid 19.  

If you’ve never been yet or haven’t enjoyed being in Green 
Oak Park lately, mark it down in your calendar.  It is well worth 
a walk through or whatever takes your fancy.  We’re very 
fortunate to have it so close at hand and a good habit to acquire 
where regular visiting is concerned, and at no cost whatsoever!  

Arthur Kaufman      
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Your local independent 
pharmacy, serving you for 24 
ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�

this crisis.

FREE DELIVERY 
SERVICE

Call: 0114 236 1070
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