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top dress if you have not already done so. Start, or 
continue, routine mowing, dealing with any moss patches 

as soon as possible. Trim edges for that looked-after 
appearance. Give a good dressing of fertilizer if you didn't 
Autumn feed last year, and water it in well. 

 
MAY  
 
Flowers:  Prepare beds for summer bedding whilst 
hardening off the plants. Give plants which are growing 
fast, such as delphiniums, hollyhocks etc, a dressing of 
fertiliser or liquid feed. Plant dahlia tubers outdoors. Cover 
them with 8 cm (3") of soil – and make sure you mark the 
spot. Protect any shoots from late frosts. 

 
Sow hardy and half hardy plants if you want a show in 
early autumn. The seeds should be broadcast where the 
plants are to flower and covered lightly with soil. Stake, 
tie and train sweet peas and keep them well mulched 
throughout their growth. Deadhead bulbs which have 
finished flowering. Pinch out the growing points of 
herbaceous plants, such as phlox, michaelmas daisy and 
golden rod, to ensure bushiness. Don't overdo this though 
as it may delay the flowering too long. Watch out for slugs 
and snails and deal with them, especially around young 
growing shoots. 

 
Get window boxes and hanging baskets ready. Plant them 
up if you have space indoors - otherwise wait a week or 
two until the chances of frost are past, or make a 
temporary shelter for them, bringing them out in the 
daytime. Don't forget to water all newly set out plants. 
Watch out for greenfly - eradicate as soon as you see them 
- they reproduce at an alarming rate and can devastate a 
young plant in a few days. 

 
Vegetables:  Earth-up potatoes; give support to peas and 

beans. Prepare mounds for marrows, pumpkin and 
squash. I grow my marrow in rich compost placed between 
two bales of straw. This keeps them moist and off the 
ground - away from too many slugs - and is nice and clean 
for the marrow to rest on. If you are growing outdoor 
tomatoes this year, prepare the ground now - they need a 
good rich soil. Plant out winter greens as soon as they are 
hardened off. Sow dwarf beans, main crop beetroot, 
sweetcorn, etc. Thin out vegetables sown earlier, such as 
carrots and parsnips. These are best grown under a tent 
of fleece if you have had trouble with carrot-fly, as I have. 
Sow runner beans outdoors. From now on make 

successional sowings of salads - lettuce, salad onions, 
radish, leaf chicory and also parsley. Plant up your herb 
garden; increase your plants by dividing or cuttings. 
 
Trees , Shrubs  and Fruit :  As before, keep all newly 
planted specimens well watered. Give all fruit a good feed 
when the buds start to swell up. Tie-in new growth of 
blackberry and loganberry. Prune overcrowded raspberry 
canes and then mulch. Watch out for aphid and caterpillar 
on gooseberries and deal with them as soon as possible by 
spraying or dusting. The same applies to blackcurrants. 
Clean straw can be put round strawberries - make sure it 

is well tucked underneath the plants: you could use black 
polythene as an alternative. Remove all suckers from trees 
and roses. With lilacs remove secondary shoots at soil 
level so they grow up as single stems. Trim over and 
topdress heathers after flowering. Water azaleas, 
camellias, rhododendrons, magnolias, wisteria and 
hydrangeas with some sequestrene plant tonic. Complete 
the planting of container-grown roses, heathers, clematis, 
etc. Prune spring-flowering shrubs, such as flowering 
currant, forsythia, kerria, willows and dogwood as soon as 
they have finished flowering. Lightly prune specimen 

evergreens to shape. 

 
Greenhouse and Indoor  Plants:  Liquid feed and water 
flowering and fruiting plants, including any which have 

been in their pots for more than a month. Shade most 
plants from strong sunlight and ventilate well. Pinch back 
any straggly shoots on pot plants. Pot-on springrooted 
pelargoniums and other greenhouse plants. Allow 
nerines, arums, and freesias to rest by gradually 
reducing the amount of water given. Feed, disbud and 
pollinate tomatoes. Train and feed melons and 
cucumber. Sow cinerarias if you want to have plants in 
December. Pot begonias, gloxinias and streptocarpus. 
Greenhouse primulas sown in April will need to be 
pricked-off into other boxes or seed trays, water them 
well and place them in a sheltered frame. Harden-off 

bedding plants - watch the weather, and protect from 
frost. Feed tuberous begonias as pots fill with roots. Time 
to think about shading as the sun gets stronger. 
Although the weather (hopefully) is getting warmer at 
this time, clear frosty nights can follow warm days so 
watch out for these variable conditions. 

 

Lawns:  Feed established lawns and treat for weeds. 
Keep new lawns well watered. Top-dress joints in new 
turf. Set your mower high for the first few cuts. That 
should keep you busy for a while! 

 

Cheerio for now ,  
 

Tom   
 

 

Coffee, Cakes and Cuttings  
 

Come along to our annual Springtime Event at English 
Martyrs R.C. Church, Baslow Road, Totley 
 

Saturday May 16 th   -   10 am – 12 noon  
 

Proceeds in aid of: Transport 17 and Outreach OLST 
Plants, etc may be collected by arrangement 
For more details tel. Frank Donnelly on 0114 236 2789 
 


