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This topical Christmas card showing Santa emptying the Jess Ennis post box by Sheffield artist Brian Smith, is 
available from a number of local retailers including Seasons Gallery, (Dore), All Occasions, (Greenhill); Love & Best 
Wishes, (Greenhill); Woodhouse Florists, (Millhouses), and Millhouses Post Office, (Jess Ennis’s local post office).  
The Jess Ennis /Santa image, which is now available as a limited edition print from the Blighty Art Gallery on 
Ecclesall Road, is one of two new images in an already successful range. The other "Barkers Pool" has been 
chosen by Sheffield's Lord Mayor as his official Christmas card for 2012. 
All ten cards in the range can be seen on Brian's web site and are available over-printed as bespoke cards to 
companies who want to celebrate their connection with the City. For details visit the website at: 
www.briansmithartist.co.uk or contact Brian at brian66artist@hotmail.co.uk 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from us all at Totley Independent 

 
 Totley Residents Association 
We are currently planning our Christmas Party for Older people to be held on 12th December. If you know 
someone who is socially isolated and they would like to attend please phone me on 07709 780 606. We have 
secured funding as we did last year from the South West Community Assembly. 
Totley Residents Association would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year. 
Kathryn Higgins, Chair TRA 
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TOTLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 

TOTLEY RISE CHRISTMAS MARKET 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 9th 11am to 3pm 

With Christmas just around the corner what better way to get into the festive spirit then heading to the Totley Rise 
Christmas Market on Sunday the 9th of December.  This will be the third market held in the area by the Totley 
Residents Association and is set to be the biggest and best yet with an exciting mixture of fabulous stalls and 
wonderful activities for people of all ages to take part in. I met up with the markets Co-ordinator Hetty Moran to find 
out more about the upcoming Christmas extravaganza and some history about the Markets.  
So Hetty, what can people expect on the day? 
Well it’s going to be a very exciting day indeed! We are going to have approximately 35-40 different stalls, which is 
the largest number to date set up from the top of Totley Rise where the news agents is, down to the bottom on both 
sides. There will be a mixture of food stalls which will include food to be taken away, like cupcakes for example and 
there will also be food served that can be eaten on the spot.  There is real variety ranging from Caribbean food to 
produce from Whirlow Hall Farm Trust. Then of course there is the crafts side of things, which is particularly 
important nearing Christmas time. One of the crafts I am particularly looking forward to seeing is the Christmas 
wreaths that one of the stall owners will be bringing along. Hand- made Christmas cards will also be available and 
lots of Christmassy things! We also have stalls that are selling lovely items which can be given as gifts or kept for 
yourself.  Theses include The Bindi people, who will be selling aromatic oils and Indian Prints, and Suds and Buds, 
which sell Soaps, oils and bath bombs! My advice would be just to pop along and see for yourself- there really 
will be something for everyone.  
Will all the stall holders be fairly local to the 
Totley area?  
Yes for the Totley Residents Association it is very 
important to us that we do try to keep everything in a 
relatively close distance from where we are. There are 
a lot of stall holders who are local people who live 
within 3 miles from here. We don’t have people 
coming in from say Lincolnshire or North Yorkshire.  
It’s because we want this to be very community based 
and I think the furthest away stall holder will be 
travelling about 15miles to get here.  
Is there a particular stall you are most excited 
about?  
Oh that’s a really tough question as there are so 
many, but I am very excited about Autumn Harvest, 
who will be running a Mushroom stall! We have been 
trying to get them for the last two markets but they 
were unable to have them, so we are delighted that 
they can make this one. They are going to have a 
huge range of different types of mushrooms and they 
will be giving out expert information about all of them. 
Some of them are really amazing. 
Has this market taken a lot of organisation?  
Well to answer this properly I have to look back at 
how the markets were started and how we were able 
to hold our first one in April. I had tremendous help 
from another farmers market in Sheffield, who 
pointed me in the right direction and who told me who 
to contact, and since then my database has grown to 
about 80 stall holders who have either been in one of 
our markets or have expressed a desire to be a 
potential stall holder. This Christmas market has been 
the easiest to organise out of the three because after 
holding each one you learn something new that you 
can take into the next one, and our database of 
potential stall holders just keeps growing and 
growing.  
With the actual running of the market, we always 
make sure that we do things properly.  The important 
thing is that you have to fit criteria in order to get a 
licence to hold a market and also to obtain permission 
for the road closure. We have made sure that we have 
taken everything on board and are following 
procedures. For example there will be designated first 

aiders on the day. The Totley Residents Association 
would also like to personally thank the police who 
have been extraordinarily helpful.  They have 
attended the meetings we have held and have 
discussed safety and parking issues in depth with us.  
They will actually have their own stall on the day 
where people will be able to talk to them on issues 
such as safety in the area and crime prevention.  
Is there any important information people need 
to know about the Christmas Markets?  
Yes on the day the Vet’s and Eco friendly group which 
are situated just above the rise have kindly let us use 
their Car park for stall holders only. For visitors I 
recommend that you park higher up Baslow road. Also 
some of the shops on the Rise will be open as usual 
such as the Deli.  The area will have designated first 
aiders and proper traffic management in place.  
Can you give some information about the history 
of the market?  
This Christmas market in December will be the third 
market that has been held in Totley by the Totley 
Residents Association.  The very first one was in April 
and then the second was in July. We had a great turn 
out for both and want to thank everybody that either 
helped or came along.  It is because of how well those 
two went that we can now hold such a large one for 
Christmas. We have almost doubled the number of 
stalls from the very first one so there is a lot for 
people to look forward to. In the last July market, 
because it was a summer theme we had Morris 
Dancers so for the Christmas theme, we will have 
something along those lines but of a festive nature. I 
know I’m being rather secretive about the 
entertainment but it is a big surprise!  
What are your future hopes for Totley Markets?  
In the future we hope to hold a market four times a 
year- Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter and 
importantly I aim to get more and more stall holders 
on my database. This will increase the variety of 
what’s on offer and will keep on improving the 
markets every time they are held. The first one we did 
had about 22 stalls and now we are close to 40 so it 
just shows the progression we have made in a short 
space of time. But the future of the markets also 
relies on the support from the community as this is 
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at the heart of why we started running them in the 
first place. It’s organised by the Totley Residents 
Association for the people in the community, and the 
money that is raised is ploughed back into the 
community to fund other events that we have. 
Because of this, I believe it’s important for everyone 
to come and show their support at this wonderful 
event. The future looks very bright for the markets 
judging on previous turn outs and I’m sure this one 
will be no different. 
Contact:  

- To get in touch about running a stall download 
the booking forms on the Totley 
Independent website; 

-  www.totleyindependent.co.uk - these can be 
filled in and then posted to Hetty Moran 

- A full list of the stalls will be produced a week 
before the event but here’s a sample for you:  
Autumn Harvest (Mushrooms), Whirlow Hall 
Farm Trust, Caribbean fusion, The Bindi 
people (aromatic olis/ Indian Prints), Seven 
Hills Bakery, Suds and Buds (Soaps, oils, bath 
bombs) Paintings by Angela Harpham 
Mrs Shah's Curry Mix, Bon Bombs and 
Hinchliffe Fused Glass 

Reporter: Ruth Dacey 

 

Abbeydale 
Miniature Railway 

 

 
 

Sunday 9th December & 
Sunday 16th December 

Gate opens at 11 a.m  
Last Entrance 3.30 pm 

 
Admission at the gate is £7 each 

 
Admission covers all train rides, 

seasonal refreshments, 
a visit to Santa in his grotto and a 

present for each child. 
 

Abbeydale Road South, Sheffield S17 3LB (Next to The 
Glen Nursing Home) 

Look for the yellow notice board on the grass verge 
www.sheffieldsmee.co.uk 

 
SHEFFIELD & DISTRICT SOCIETY OF MODEL & 

EXPERIMENTAL ENGINEERS 

 
Here we are at the end of the year and what a year it 
has been.  It has been a roller coaster ride since 
Easter, going from one trauma to another, but you 
have all been there for us and have come to our 
rescue when we needed you most, so a heartfelt 
thank you to you all. 
During November we received a generous contribution 
from the Totley Show organisers of £500, for which 
we are really grateful, and by the time you read this 
we will have added a few more coppers to our funds 
with the Christmas Fayre; hopefully we will have seen 
many of you on the day. 
If any of you would like to make a New Year 
resolution to spend a day each week with us on one 
our buses, as a driver or an escort, we would be 
happy to hear from you.  Our phone number is:  
236 2962 and you can reach us between 9am and 
12noon, Monday to Friday. 
All that is left for me to do is to wish you the very 
very best of health and happiness during this festive 
season and coming year. 
Felicity Revill 
Chair 
 

Christmas Post 
 

 
 

UK last posting dates: 
 Standard parcels: Thur 13th Dec 
 Second Class: Tuesday 18th Dec 
 First Class: Thursday 20th Dec 
 

International Airmail 
Wednesday 5th December 
 Asia, Australia, Far East 
 (including Japan), New Zealand 
Friday 7th December 
 Africa, Caribbean, Central America, 
 Middle East and South America 
Monday 10th December 
 Canada, Eastern Europe and USA 
Wednesday 12th December 
 Western Europe 
www.royalmail.com/christmasposting 
 

Councillor Surgeries 
Liberal Democrats: 
2nd Monday in the month 6.00-7.00 p.m., Totley 
Library, Baslow Road and 2nd Saturday in the month 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon, Dore Old School Hall, 
Savage Lane, Dore Contact details:  
Keith Hill 235 2289 Email: keith.hill@sheffield.gov.uk, 
Colin Ross 235 1948 Email: colin.ross@sheffield.gov.uk  
Joe Otten 230 3290 Email: joe.otten@sheffield.gov.uk 
 

Totley Independent Website:- 
www.totleyindependent.co.uk 
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The Ellison family of Totley Grove House  by Christine Shimell 

The Ellison family moved into Totley Grove House in the late 1890's. Thomas 
Edward Ellison, (44) a barrister; his wife Constance, (37) and their four children, 
Alban Cedric, 12 years; Thecla Winifred, (10); Cymbert Edward aged 9 and 
Elfrida Orley aged 5 lived in the house with their French/German governess, 
nursery maid, house/ parlour maid and cook. They had moved to Totley from 
Wortley where they had also lived in some style.    
Thomas Edward Ellison, was born in St. Pancras in May 1856.  His father, 
Thomas James Ellison was a judge and is remembered as "the miners' friend", 
for an agreement he brokered in the early 1870's between mine workers and 
mine owners in a dispute about wages.  Judge Ellison argued that a man's wage 
should be sufficient for him to support his wife and children. This concept has 
ever since been known as a "living wage". His championing of the miners forged 
a bond between them and the Ellison family which lasted three generations.  
Whilst his father was sorting out the mineworkers' dispute, Thomas was a 
boarder at the Mount St. Mary school in Spinkhill, a prestigious Catholic school. 
After leaving school he followed his father into the law and by 1881 was living 
with his parents at Barbot Hall in Greasborough and working as a barrister.  
In 1888 Thomas married Constance Atkinson.  Constance was born in Wakefield 
in 1864 and had an interesting family life.  On the 1871 census when she was 7 
years old, her physician father was running a private asylum. He had six 
patients all described on the census as "lunatic". The neighbouring house was a 
refuge for female ex-prisoners.  
By 1881, the Atkinson family had moved to Kimberworth, Yorkshire and again 
Constance's father was running an asylum called Grange Hall where he had 16 
"lunatic" patients including a child of 6 years!  It was from this house that Constance married Thomas.  
Thomas Ellison followed his father into the judiciary and seems to have been as well regarded in this role as his 
father was. He was leader of the bar on the Northern circuit and standing council for the Miners' Union of Yorkshire, 
Northumberland and Durham throughout his professional life. In his obituary Thomas Ellison is described as being a 
shrivelled swarthy man with a striking personality, penetrating voice and luminous piercing eyes who often terrified 
witnesses.   
Thomas Edward Ellison died in Totley Grove House of pneumonia in the spring of 1920.  Great efforts were made by 
his son, Alban to get oxygen to easy his father's breathing. Alban phoned the Yorkshire Miners Union, but there was 
no oxygen in any of their pits. They phoned Durham where two tanks were available.  The oxygen was driven 
through the night to Totley, but arrived too late to save him.  
Constance's life changed dramatically after Thomas' 
death. Her eldest son, Alban, married Florence 
Hawksford in the December after his father's death 
and emigrated with her to Saskatchewan, Canada 
shortly afterwards. They settled in Regina where 
Alban worked as a barrister and for many years 
served as legal registrar at the Regina courthouse.  He 
was elected a Labour Party Counsellor from 1932 to 
1936 and Mayor in 1939.  Alban served in the Navy 
during both wars and was known in Regina as the 
Sailor Mayor for his continued interest in the Navy.  
Alban died in Canada in 1974 aged 85.  
Her second son, Cymbert, served as a Signals 
Operator in the 1st WW and married in early 1916.  
He was living at 9 Cobnar Road in Sheffield  when he 
died in 1923 aged 31. Constance was so shocked by 
his death that she took to her bed for the next 25 
years. She was cared for by her daughter, Elfida and 
her companion, Dorothy Rogers. Constance lived to be 
90 and died in 1954 in Barnet, London, where she'd 
been living since Cymbert's death.  
As is often the way with family history research, we 
know far more about the sons of the family than the 
daughters. Apart from caring for her mother, we know 
nothing else about Elfrida. Thecla Winifred, like Elfrida, 
has left little public trace of her life. Her Godfather was 
Arthur Conan Doyle and she married a barrister, 
Charles Hobson and seems to have lived in London for 
most of her life. She died there in 1977 aged 87. 
There are more pictures of the Ellison family on the 
Totley History Group website at 
www.totleyhistorygroup.org.uk  
New material is added regularly to the site, so please 
do go and take a look. 

 

Totley History Group 
 

Forthcoming meetings 
Wed 12th December 7:30pm, Christmas Party at 
Totley Library at on Wednesday, , all welcome, bring 
along food and drink     
Wed 23rd Jan 7:30pm, The History of Penknife and 
Cutlery making in Sheffield, A talk by John Clarke   
Wed 27th Feb 7:30pm, Open/Research meeting, A 
chance for group members to catch up on the latest 
activities within the group.   
Wed 27th Mar 7:30pm, Family Photographs as a 
Social History, A talk by Paul Cutts 
 

TOTLEY HALL PARK 
I am delighted to report that funding for both the 
pump track & the base for the table tennis table, has 
now been secured – from a number of sources. 
Unfortunately, the ground is very wet for vehicle 
movements & night temperatures are very low for the 
laying of concrete, so no date can be given for the 
start of the works. 
Roger Hart 
 

A Thought For A Local Officer 
Many local Residents will know of and appreciate the 
work that SPC Andrew Bentley has done in supporting 
our local Community and will wish to offer 
condolences on the sad and sudden death of his dear 
Mother, Margaret, who passed away on 22nd October, 
aged 70 years. 



6 

Streets Ahead to transform Sheffield 
The £2billion Streets Ahead contract to improve Sheffield’s roads, pavements, street lights, bridges and street scene 
began in August 2012 and is a once in a life-time opportunity to improve and maintain the city’s highway network 
for the benefit of all who use it. 
It will take five years to bring the city’s roads, pavement’s, bridges and street scene up to a good standard and that 
standard will then be maintained for a further 20 years. Over the coming years all Sheffield residents, businesses 
and visitors to the city can begin to look forward to smoother and safer roads and pavements, brighter, well-lit 
streets that are clearly sign-posted for easier travel and enjoy a more attractive street scene and environment.  
But how exactly will the scheme affect Totley and its residents? Local resident Ruth Dacey met with Moira Coad the 
Assembly Steward for the South West Area to find out more...  
What is the aim for AMEY with the Streets Ahead contract? 
The contract is for 25 years and the aim is to improve the roads but also most importantly maintain them. We have 
a real commitment to the city to deliver the highest quality of service.  It a £2billion contract over 25 years and 
there will be no change to this; it’s a fixed budget that we are working with. This is an important contract for the 
company and we agreed to very strict performance targets and we know it is going to be very challenging for the 
first five years.  
What is the order in which the work of improving the highways will be carried out?  We’ve split the city 
into zones, A zones, (primary and secondary routes), and B zones (link and local routes) as this was the most 
efficient way to carry out the vast amount of work and to bring the least disruption. Once we have completed a zone 
we will not have to return to do that level of major works for many years after. 
The first roads to be tackled in Totley are the main roads which are part of the A-Zone which includes Baslow Road, 
down to Abbeydale Road South (to the junction with Archer road). We will also be undertaking works on Twentywell 
Lane, Mickley lane, Bradway Road (from Tinkers corner), all the way through to the Meadowhead roundabout.   
On these roads we will assess the trees to see if they are damaged, diseased, in the right place or damaging the 
footway/highway. There are three drainage improvement sites within the zone and we are assessing all other 
drains to see whether they need improving. All the street lights will be changed to LED lights and will be positioned 
towards the back of the pavement. The next areas we will consider are the verges, footpaths and pavements to 
see what, if any, improvements are required.  We will also check that all road signs are appropriate. This includes 
street name plates, and whether traffic signals and signs are correct. And finally, if required we will re-lay the road 
surfaces.  
So for Totley specifically, work will be beginning from early next year- January onwards on the main roads. The 
residential and local link roads, (e.g. Green Oak Road), will be done in 2017.  
Can you give any more information regarding 
the new LED Street lights?  
The LEDs provide clearer and better illumination than 
traditional street lights, improving conditions for 
cyclists, drivers and pedestrians. They have low power 
consumption and are very energy efficient compared 
to incandescent bulbs of the same luminance. They 
will also reduce light pollution. People will notice that 
they have a more accurate colour rendering because 
the light is clearer so you will be able to see colours 
better which will decrease safety issues for people 
walking.  Also, crucially if the police or fire brigade 
have an incident where they may have to close a road 
off due to a major accident  for instance, they can ask 
for the lights to be turned up so they have a better 
light to deal with that and get investigations complete.  
We know this is a modern and bold step and that 
people will find these new LEDs very different to what 

there is now, 
however these 
lights have so 
many benefits and 
there has been 
great success with 
these lights 
already. One of 
the best examples 
being seen in 
specific areas in 
Birmingham. What 
is exciting is that 
Sheffield will be 

the first city in Europe to be completely LED which it 
will be in five years’ time. All of them are being 
changed; even the ones that have been put up 
recently by the council- the old design will be 
changing to the new LED lantern heads.   

It was reported in last month’s TI that “the new 
street lights... can be individually controlled, 
remotely, by computer” is this the case? 
No, I think there has possibly been some confusion 
here. Residents will not be able to have access to 
controlling the light strength; there are not individual 
dimmer lights for residents. If this is what the 
comment was implying in last month’s article. The 
lights will be set at a standard level by the council and 
if there are issues with the level then Sheffield City 
Council can be contacted. 
How are you going to be carrying out effective 
tree management?   
In Sheffield there are currently around 36,000 trees 
on the highways. This number will remain the same in 
five years’ time and in twenty five years’ time. We are 
not going to be removing trees simply because we 
can’t be bothered to maintain and keep them. It is a 
very important part of the Streets Ahead contract and 
at the moment we are doing a condition survey on all 
the highway trees.  We are looking at the ones that 
are damaged, diseased or have simply outgrown 
where they are and are dangerous, for instance if they 
are pulling up footpaths.  It is crucial to understand 
that if we do remove trees we will replace them one 
for one. They may not be in the exact place but we 
will replace them.  
We will start with the tree management in the New 
Year and I will be holding an information road show 
dedicated entirely to the topic of tree management.  
This will be advertised locally for all residents to 
attend and will be held locally. The road show is a 
chance for people to come along and hear exactly 
what is going to happen with the trees.  We are very 
aware of how passionate people are about trees and 
we understand that, but actually we can’t always keep 
the trees. For example if something is wrong with  
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them. When we start tackling the smaller roads in 
2017- we will need to know if people have bought 
trees, contributed to trees on their street- if ones 
have been put up in memorial of someone. But 
everyone will be made aware of this nearer the time. 
It was reported in the last TI that ‘We are not 
allowed to communicate directly with you or any 
of the Amey Staff, due to a confidentiality 
clause, put in by the council!’ is this correct?  
It is correct in the fact that I cannot give my personal 
details out to individuals. However this is not because 
of a confidentiality clause put in by the council. The 
reason is so that the council can make sure we are 
delivering the contract to the agreed timescales and 
performing to the standards set out in the contract. It 
is all about performance management and making 
sure the contract is managed correctly and efficiently 
to deliver the vital benefits and service to the public. 
The point is if people were able to ring me directly I 
may give them a response such as ‘of course we can 
sort that out,’ but then there is no way of this being 
logged for the individual; whereas if things are logged 
through the council then it is so any faults can be 
recorded and rectified in agreed timescales.  
My position is that I am the Assembly Steward for the 
South West Area, so I am the link between AMEY and 
local residents and businesses which are allocated in 
the following wards; Totley/Dore, Fulwood, Crookes, 
and Ecclesall.   
If people have any queries regarding the work that 
will be taking place and want to report something and 
also want to inform me they can ask for it to be sent 
to me as well when they call Customer First at 
Sheffield City Council. An example could be if 
someone rings in who is concerned about access into 
their property whilst the works are underway - this 
would then be logged with the council and then 
passed onto me for me to contact the individual. But I 
will be asking these types of questions at the road 
shows- so people will have the opportunity to voice 
concerns and queries directly to me, so that is why it 
is very important that people come to the road shows! 
How will the work being carried out affect Totley 
residents?  
There will be disruption, there is no getting away from 
that fact but we will try to keep this to a minimum, in 
the long run we will have a better, safer community.  
I have lived in Sheffield for over 30 years and we 
have some of the worst roads in the country but in 
five years’ time we will have the best. Of course there 
will be disruption, but we need to think about the long 
term benefits for the community and Sheffield as a 
whole.    
For more information... 

 ROADSHOWS- Attend any of the road shows 
that will be held locally soon.  

 WEBSITE - Visit Streets Ahead webpages 
where you can access lots of information 
about the contract and up and coming works 
@ www.sheffield.gov.uk/streetsahead  

 TWITTER- You can get the latest Streets 
Ahead updates by following us on twitter 
@sccstreetsahead 

 TELEPHONE-  For any current issues or 
queries concerning problems in the Totley 
community or about the work that will be 
taking place please contact the Sheffield City 
Council Customer Services on 0114 273 
4567 

Reporter: Ruth Dacey 

Totley Scouts 
On the 11th November we were proud to take part in 
the Remembrance service at Totley All Saints Church 
and at 11am at the memorial on Baslow Road. All 
sections of the Totley Scout Group (about 50 children 
in all) paraded with their flags, which were also taken 
to the memorial. Our wreath was laid by our Scout 
Leader Andrew Casson. 

And on the 2nd November we again held our annual 
Bonfire Night. This was a very enjoyable evening for 
the boys and girls, and of course parents, 
grandparents and friends. Despite this year being half 
term and many being away we still had about 250 
people attending. As well as the bonfire and fireworks 
we had some traditional games such as apple bobbing 
and hoop la. And of course food. The hot roast pork 
sandwiches went down particularly well! To help with 
our fundraising we had a raffle. We are very grateful 
to the Lyceum for donating our top prize of 4 tickets 
to see this years pantomime, Cinderella. We are also 
grateful to Tesco, Martin Scriven, Shepley Spitfire, 
Cross Scythes, The Co-op, The Fleur, Liberty foods, 
Totley deli, Blue Water swimming and Duo 
Hairdressers. 
I have included a photograph this time of two of our 
Scouts (although both are now Explorers) being 
George Eaton and Peter Rose, at St Luke's Church on 
Monday 12th November having been presented with 
their Gold Chief Scout Award Certificates - the highest 
award for Scouts. These were awarded by the County 
Commissioner but in the photograph are L-R: George 
Eaton, Andrew Casson (Scout Leader), Peter Rose and 
Neil McKay (District Commissioner). It is always a 
great pleasure when our Scouts obtain awards. 
Asking people to fill up charity bags with clothes, linen 
and bedding seems to be a booming business, 
especially judging by the number of bags that come 
through my door. The Totley Scout Group have been 
collecting in this way for many years and it produces a 
useful income for us. 
If you would like to help a local charity please fill 
those bags, but let us have them. If you know a 
Beaver, Cub, Scout or Explorer you can ask them to 
bring your bags to the Scout hut. You can bring them 
to us when we are using the hut. Or contact me to 
arrange a collection. If you can help us, thank you. 
We would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a 
very happy Christmas. 
Richard Frost, Chairman 
1st Totley Scouts 
TotleyChair@aol.com 
0114 236 3603 
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Totley Primary School 
enquiries@totley.sheffield.sch.uk 
Website: www.totley.sheffield.sch.uk 

 

Christmas Round-Up 
Christmas Performances 
In light of some of the issues there have been in recent years regarding tickets for Christmas performances, the way 
the event is organised has changed this year. FS2, Y1 and Y2 (KS1) will perform The Wriggly Nativity, whereas Y3 to 
Y6 (KS2), classes will be performing the play The Magical Christmas Jigsaw. All of the children have started 
rehearsals in preparation for the big events. 

Dates of performances: 
Wednesday 12th December 

9.30am: All classes will perform 
6.30pm: Just FS2, Y1 and, Y2 performance 

 
Thursday 13th December 

1.30pm: All classes will perform 
7.00pm Just Y3- Y6 performance 

Pantomime  
Keeping with tradition the school will be going to the Pantomime this year! The children and staff will be off to see 
the excellent production of Cinderella at the Lyceum Theatre in Sheffield on Thursday 20th December. Everyone in 
school will be going and for the past few years it has been a roaring success, with every child thoroughly enjoying 
themselves! 
The school would like to express its thanks to the PTA 
who have agreed to fund the coaches for this trip, and 
we are looking forward to a fantastic show, (Oh no 
we’re not!! Oh yes we are!!), to celebrate as a school. 
Roll on December!  
Road Safety  
As we head into the dark months of winter and with 
the clocks being turned back, this has once again had 
the impact of the journey to and from school being 
done surrounded by darkness for a few months. The 
children will be spoken to by the school about the 
importance of road safety and they would also be very 
grateful if this could be reinforced at home. The Head 
teacher is in regular contact with the Council to get a 
Road Crossing Officer for Baslow Road and Chris 
Stewart is increasingly concerned over the safety of 
the children when they cross this road, particularly in 
the winter months.  
Parking 
The Police have been in contact with the school about 
the parking situation outside school.  They have 
received a number of complaints from parents who 
are putting the safety of our children at risk by double 
parking or parking inappropriately.  They are in the 
process of organising ‘ticketing’ patrols to ensure that 
all the parents park in a manner that ensures the 
safety of the children. 
Key Dates for your Diary  
December 
7th Y3s to Totley Methodist Church- Christmas story 
11th Christmas Bauble Decorations, (company coming 
into school to make them with children) 
12th and 13th Christmas Performances 
14th PTA Christmas Gift Swap 
WB 17th Christmas Parties 
20th Lyceum Panto Visit 
21st Christingle Service Break up for Christmas 
January 
7th School reopens 
24th Young Voices Concert 
30th class swap afternoon 
So there are lots of things to look forward to leading 
up to Christmas and just after which will get you in 
the festive spirit. Happy Holidays everyone!! 
Reporter: Ruth Dacey 
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Festive Fashion 
‘Tis the Season to Wear Sequins 
 

With Christmas and New Year just around the corner, it’s time to add some glitz to your 

Autumn/Winter wardrobe. This season’s high street collections have provided an abundance of all 

things glam, from sequins and glitter to high-shine and silks. No matter what your budget, age or 

size, you’ll have no trouble finding that special party piece with my guide to getting through the festive 

period. 

The Autumn/Winter catwalks were awash with luxurious fabrics and the high street has followed suit 

with an array of velvet, brocade, metallics and plenty of embellishment. If you dare to bare, River 

Island has produced a line of sequin shorts (1) available in six colours. Wear with opaque black tights 

and ballerina flats for a dressed-down daytime look or vamp it up with sky high heels and a blazer for 

evening glam. If shorts are not your thing, you can still shimmer 

your way through the festivities with French Connection’s silver 

sequin trousers (5) or New Look’s sequin blazer (10), available in 

black and silver. To create the illusion of curves, opt for waist 

clinching details in rich tones, like New Look’s velvet top in 

burgundy (6) or Topshop’s skater dress (4) in black and gold.  

Dressing to flatter a curvier figure needn’t be a problem this 

season, with high street stores such as Mango and Zara offering 

up fashionable, affordable and figure-enhancing pieces. Mango’s 

silk wrap blouse (11) - available in magenta, cream, navy and 

purple - drapes beautifully, flattering fuller figures and revealing 

just enough décolletage. This blouse is perfect if, like me, you’re 

likely to have one too many mince pies!  

The contrasting colours on dresses at Warehouse, Zara and 

Dorothy Perkins create the illusion of a nipped-in waist, giving 

you the perfect hourglass figure. But if trousers and longer skirts 

are more your thing, M&S have designed a range of party pieces 

such as midi-skirts (17) in gold velvet with a black floral-detailed 

hem, and metallic print trousers (12) to suit all figures and ages. 

 

 
A party outfit is never complete without the perfect accessories. This Christmas, go all out with as much sparkle as you dare. This 

silver envelope clutch (21)  from Very also comes in black glitter; so perfect for adding a hint of glitz for daytime, and adding oomph to 

your evening party get-up. Very continued the glitter theme into their shoe collection with these blue and silver mid-heels (25) by Love 

Label – an ideal way to introduce a pop of colour and playing on a major catwalk trend this season: cobalt blue.  
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And why not celebrate New Year decked out in lavish 

jewels? These Art Deco style earrings (20) may look 

expensive but are, in fact, a snip at £14 from Oasis! 

Another great high street jewellery find is this ‘Star 

Gazer’ ring from Topshop (22) – a real statement piece 

with a unique yet timeless look.  

Whatever you choose to wear during the festive period, 

just remember one thing: 

‘Tis the season to wear sequins. 
 

For more fashion tips, ideas and high street picks, visit 

The Fashion File at www.TheFashFile.Wordpress.com 

or follow @RosieElectro on Twitter. 

 

TOTLEY BROOK 
BADMINTON CLUB 

Late September saw a new season 
start for the Club which was formed 
in 1947 and has played at St John’s, 
Abbeydale church hall since then. Last 
season we enjoyed a Christmas social, 
where we were joined by spouses 
and past players, and finished the 
season with our annual dinner 
which was held at Dore and Totley Golf Club. Our 
current players range in age from the 40s to the late 
70s and whilst we take our games seriously they are 
played at a “sociably competitive” level. The new 
season has begun well and our Tuesday Club nights, 
between 7.45 and 10pm, have been well attended.   
A few of our players have retired recently and new 
members are always welcome.  If anyone is interested 
in coming down one Tuesday to have a look at us and 
play a few games please call John Beard on 235 1129, 
or Norman Rolfe on 236 1999, and we’ll be happy to 
arrange it. 
Norman Rolfe 

Totley Independent 
What a magnificient edition the November 2012 was.  
Congratulations. Full of information about local events 
plus Tom’s wonderful “Gardening Tips”, Dan Reynolds 
regular nostalgia piece, Don Ashford’s brainteasers 
and the latest from Gillfield Wood.   
The extras this time about the SCOUTS – great work 
by all the leaders and helpers, Totley Music Festival 
(thanks to Phil Harris and Sue Hare), “latest on Dore 
Road housing plans”, and Roger Hart’s assembly 
report (talking shops and far too big an area to 
serve).   
Those pieces allied with the useful article on 
vandalism (the curse of the 20th and 21st centuries), 
car parks and dog poo, were worth far more than your 
cover charge of 20p.  How do you do it? 
TRA, Transport 17, TOADS, and the local churches all 
add to our knowledge of available activities, 
performances and meetings. 
PLEASE, keep up the good work. 
Robert Jackson 
PS – Sorry that Green Oak Bowling Club has folded 
due to lack of players, but those remaining are being 
made welcome at Millhouses Park Bowling Club. 
Ed:- thank you for your kind comments Robert – they 
are much appreciated. We have had some additional 
help recently; Steph Elliott has been proof reading for 
a few months and this month we have articles from 
Ruth Dacey who is considering a career in journalism. 
We have some different types of article this month – 
please do let us know what you think of your 
community magazine. If anyone wants to help with 
the Totley Independent please do let us know. 
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Green Oak Bowling Club 
It is with great sadness that after 56 years Green Oak 
Bowling Club has closed.  This is due to a declining 
membership, most members are pensioners and as ill 
health takes its toll the membership has reduced year 
on year.  The ladies did have a full team but the gents 
unfortunately had not.  Added to this the Council have 
said that all bowling clubs must maintain there own 
greens.  The Council will provide a small grant but any 
other maintenance must be funded and organised by 
the club, this is something that the members of the 
club feel is too much responsibility. 
The Ladies Team are not giving up bowling, they have 
been welcomed by the Millhouses Park Ladies Team 
and will join their leagues and tournaments. 
The members of the Club would like to thank 
everyone who has been involved with it over the past 
56 years and in particular to David Ruthven who 
played in the first and last games of the clubs 56 year 
history. 
It is a sad loss to Totley and the park and the 
membership are very sorry that it has had to end. 
Sylvia Ruddle 
 

Veteran Neighbourhood Watch 

Coordinator Steps Down 
A stalwart of the local Neighbourhood Watch has 
stepped down after 26 years running a large Watch 
scheme.  
Geoff Beech of Longford Drive, Bradway was one of 
the founder members of the Bradway and Totley 
Neighbourhood Watch, which for many years met 
separately from Dore, at the Cheshire Home on 
Mickley Lane. When new neighbourhood policing 
arrangements were introduced the two 
Neighbourhood Watch groups merged and now meet 
at Totley Rise Methodist Church. 
Geoff, now 82, became Assistant Coordinator for the 
Longford Area Neighbourhood Watch in 1986. When 
the coordinator, Cliff Oates, decided to retire, Geoff 
took over.  

There were a lot of problems in the area in those days, 
with petty crime and vandalism, but in conjunction with 
other local residents Geoff tracked down the source of 
the problem and tackled it together with the relevant 
authorities. Today, the area is quiet thanks to effective 
action by Geoff and his neighbours. 
To mark his long service in a voluntary capacity, on 
7th November the Sheffield Director of South 
Yorkshire Neighbourhood Watch, Wendy Zealand, 
presented Geoff with a certificate for outstanding 
service to the community signed by John Hallows, the 
Chairman of the SYNWA, and by Chief Inspector Iain 
Chorlton on behalf of South Yorkshire Police. 

FREE CHANCE TO TRY 

CONTACT LENSES 
Martyn Kemp Opticians (MKO), is giving contact lens 
wearers the opportunity not only to see near and far 
without glasses, but also more healthily and 
comfortably! 
MKO, with ten locally-placed practices across the 
region, is offering free trials of the first multifocal 
daily contact lenses to be made of a special material 
which allows far more oxygen to pass through to the 
cornea, meaning that they are healthier for the eyes 
in the long term than conventional dailies. 
The revolutionary multifocal daily contact lenses hit 
the optical market just months ago and are still 
capable of focussing at all distances but they are also 
more comfortable, keep eyes white and clear, and 
incorporate an ultraviolet blocker to protect eyes 
against harmful UV, which has been known to 
accelerate the onset of cataracts and macular 
degeneration. 
Martyn Kemp, chairman of MKO, said: “Already 
wearing these ground-breaking lenses are some of 
our patients who can now answer their mobile and 
make calls, drive, read the dashboard and then a 
menu in their hand or on a blackboard ten feet away - 
all without specs!” 
Free trials are offered for these state-of-the-art 
lenses, which are also available in single vision, for 
people with long or short sightedness or astigmatism. 
Wearers of varifocal or bifocal spectacles, and anyone, 
who have never worn lenses before, will need a 
contact lens fitting before the trial. 
Details of all MKO’s local practices - where bookings 
for the trials can be made - are available on the firm’s 
website mko.co.uk. 
 

Christmas at Mellows 
From 20th to 23rd December we will be serving hot 
turkey and stuffing sandwiches and mince pies 
with a complimentary glass of mulled wine and a 
pick out of our lucky dip for the kiddies!   
Hope to see you all soon! 
Merry Christmas Everyone xxx 
 

Snow Wardens 
We should all have been notified, by Amey, that we 
shall be in use from October to April. We shall be 
subject to new training, but we shall receive the extra 
tonne of salt, which we had last year. The salt is for 
use on footpaths & highways, not for private drives. 
What is the point in using the salt to clear a driveway, 
when the road is not passable? 
 

PUZZLE CORNER 
One at a time 
Change the first word into the second word in stages 
by changing one letter at each stage. Each stage must 
be a valid word of the same length. E. g. PORK, 
CORK, COOK, COOP, CHOP.  
The aim is to find the lowest number of changes and I 
imagine some puzzlers will find better solutions than 
mine.  
1.  SNOW  BALL  
2.  YULE  LOGS  
3.  PINE  TREE  
4.  MINCE  TARTS  
5.  PANTO  MIMES  
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GARDENING TIPS FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Take it easy! Yes, this is the one month, (Dec) when gardeners, especially vegetable gardeners, can sit back and put 
their feet up… assuming the important jobs such as manuring and digging have been done. If not and the weather is 
OK, drag on the woollies and get outside!  
Do keep an eye on the weather and protect any crops in the ground if a really cold spell is forecast. Earth up broad 
beans and spring cabbage by drawing up a little soil around them, and cover other crops with straw. If you’re storing 
produce in a shed, it’s also wise to cover the trays or boxes with a bit of insulation or straw. You can never be too 
careful. 
If you do have time to put your feet up, spend a moment or two reviewing your successes and failures during the 
past year, and promise yourself you won’t make the same mistakes next year, (assuming of course, you did go 
wrong somewhere along the line). 
It’s never too early to make plans especially with the vegetable plot for next year, working out which crops you will 
want to grow and preparing a rotation plan. 
Your seed and plant catalogues will be dropping through the letterbox about now. This is dreamtime. Don’t get 
carried away. Work out whether it might be more economical to buy plants later instead of seeds and avoid cost of 
heating and the possibility of failure due to lack of germination, (as many of us had this year). Also, take into 
account the likes and dislikes that the family might have as it’s no good growing stuff they don’t eat. 
Jack frost is the main enemy for gardeners, (apart from getting rid of some nasties on freshly dug ground and 
helping to break up heavy soil). Insulation is a must, so cover cold frames at night, have a bit of heat on to keep 
overwintering plants in the greenhouse and any tender plants should be tucked up comfy by now otherwise you will 
lose them. Check over regularly any plants and produce in store and remove any suspect ones before they have a 
chance to spoil the good ones. 
While you are making those new year resolutions, bear in mind the Totley Show is in September so get those onions 
and leeks planted early, (boxing day is the traditional day for planting onion seeds in a bit of warmth). Try and make 
one of your resolutions to enter some of your produce, or one or two of the other sections. You could also encourage 
the children to take part. Plant the idea early so that projects can be ready on show day. 
Flowers Prune back any large rose bushes; chop 
them down to about half way, so that they can be 
pruned properly in the spring.  The early chopping 
down will reduce any wind rock which can severely 
damage rootstock if rain and frost get down there.  It 
also makes your rose bed look tidier.  Work in humus 
making material into your soil during the winter 
months. Manure, lead mould, spent hops, garden 
compost, old grow bags etc. are ideal.  All of these 
will have a beneficial effect. 
Herbaceous plants sometimes suffer from slug 
damage during the winter; delphiniums are generally 
first in line. To help prevent them spoiling your young 
plants, scrape away a little soil from around the 
crowns and replace with sharp sand, (better still 
cinder ashes).  Check all the structures supporting 
flowers (arches, fences, trellis etc.) Make sure they 
are sound and ready for next season’s weight of 
flowers and berries. 
Mulch over any roots exposed by the rain.  Top dress 
with compost or soil, peat and sand.  Large flowered 
clematis such as Jackmanii can be cut back fairly 
severely.  Order your seeds in good time. Try 
something new this year because there are a lot of 
new varieties to choose from. Or maybe, you can 
resurrect an old favourite that you haven’t sown for a 
few years.  They say a change is as good as a rest.  
You can divide and move or plant new stock of 
Michaelmas Daisy and Golden Rod.  
Pick over plants in frames or cloches, and remove 
dead leaves etc. and dust with fungicide.  Dig and 
prepare new beds.  Place insulation over frames at 
night to give extra protection from frost, and ventilate 
well on sunny days.  December is the last chance to 
plant out late tulips. If you haven’t given your flower 
beds a slow acting fertiliser for a year or two, now is a 
good time (January). A dusting of hoof and horn or 
bone meal will do your flowers a world of good.  Hoe it 
into the top inch or so and the worms will do the rest. 
Stand well back in the spring, as the flowers burst 
forth.  If you want to increase your stock of Perennials 
or if you have some plants ready for the various 
charity stalls or swaps, you could take root cuttings.  

Dig up the plant to be propagated, or cut a portion 
from one side. Wash off as much soil as possible so 
that the roots can be separated from each other and 
cut off the sound roots about the thickness of a pencil. 
Divide into sections about 2 inches long, (5cm).  Trim 
off small fibrous roots and cut the bottom of the root 
diagonally and the top straight so that you know 
which way up to plant it. Insert into pots of cutting 
compost with the tops just buried.  Water well and 
stand in a frost free cold frame or propagator, if you 
want them to root faster.  Plants with thin roots can 
be multiplied in a similar way, 3 inches, (8cm) long 
pieces laid horizontally in the compost, (dusted with 
fungicide). Cover them with another 1-2cm of 
compost and water well.  Some of the plants, which 
can be done this way, are Acarlthus, Brunnera, 
Caenothus, Dicentra, Echincicea, Eryngium, Japanese 
anemones, Nepata oriental poppies, phlox Rhus, 
Verbascum etc.  Remember root cuttings taken from 
variegated plants will turn out green and NOT 
variegated. 
Vegetables Firm in any plants loosened by frost.  Dig 
any vacant plots and manure the ground.  Apply lime 
to acid soil where cabbage is to be planted, Do not 
apply at the same time as manure, wait a month or 
two if possible.  Prepare runner bean trench.  Take off 
any yellowing leaves from brussel sprouts and 
compost them.  In January chit seed potatoes, i.e. put 
them in a frost-free place in shallow boxes with the 
eye ends upwards. This will encourage them to 
sprout. 
Prepare your onion bed, (I am giving away secrets 
now).  Dig in manure deeply; spread bonfire ash over 
as well as bonemeal and hoof and horn at about 4ozs 
(100gms) per sq. yd.  Prick this into the soil lightly.  
As mentioned before sow onion seeds around Boxing 
Day, either in separate pots, with two or three seeds 
per pot. Place a propagator or greenhouse at a 
temperature of 65F.  When they have reached the 
loop stage, discard the weakest seedlings, leaving just 
one per pot.  Or, put seeds in a tray when they are at 
the loop stage. Transplant into deep boxes or trays 
and reduce temperature to 55F.  Lift a few roots of  
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mint, and place them in a deep wooden or plastic box. 
Cover them with potting soil, old stuff will do, and 
place them in a frame or greenhouse. This will give 
shoots for early picking.  Mulch asparagus beds with 
well-rotted manure. Break it up well and spread it 
about 2ins thick.  
Shrubs, trees and fruit Do not let snow hang on 
conifers; it can break off branches and spoil their 
shape.  Firm in any newly planted trees and check all 
stakes and supports, making sure they are firm.  New 
fruit trees can be planted now if weather permits, 
(keep roots moist and frost free prior to planting).  
Prune apple and pear trees, removing cankered 
branches.  Prune fruit bushes and canes, check grease 
bands and renew if necessary. 
January is a good time to give fruit trees a tar oil 
winter wash, so choose a fine and wind free day.  
Blackcurrants will benefit from feeding in January as 
they like plenty of nitrogen. So, a top dressing of 
Sulphate of ammonia or nitro chalk at 4-6oz per well 
established bush. Sprinkle it thinly over the soil and 
keep it away from the stems.  Newly planted 
blackcurrant and raspberries should be pruned back 
severely, with blackcurrants to 2-3 inches from 
ground level, and raspberries 6-9 inches above 
ground. In mild spells, plant out deciduous trees, 
hedging plants, stored or heeled-in shrubs. 
Greenhouse and Indoor Plants Dead head faded 
flowers and pick over all pot plants. Water sparingly.  
Keep bulbs fed and watered after flowering, but move 
to a cool spot. 
Increase humidity around indoor Cyclamen, Azaleas 
and Winter Cherries. 
Use insecticide to control aphids and white fly. Paint 
patches of scale and mealy bug with methylated 
spirit.  Plant Amaryllis, Lily of the Valley and indoor 
gladioli.  Pot on Cineraria, Primula and Slipper 
Flowers.  Examine all bulbs placed in the dark. They 
should be about ready to bring into half light 
conditions prior to bringing into a light warm house. 
Don’t rush them though.  Seedlings and cuttings 
should be kept as near to the glass as possible, and 
stake up Schizanthus.  Sponge over large leafed 
evergreen plants with half a teaspoon of milk stirred 
into a cup of water. This will make them nice and 
glossy.  Make sure the greenhouse glass is kept clean.  
Cut back old geranium plants, shortening the growths 
to a joint or bud 6-9 inches above the pot.  Replant 
the plants, shaking all the soil from the roots.  Replant 
them in the smallest post into which the roots can be 
placed, and use ordinary John Innes compost or 
similar. 
Get ready for seed sowing by cleaning all pots, seed 
trays and boxes.  Pot Lilies required for the 
greenhouse and feed Fuchsias pruned earlier. As 
geraniums, the plants will be potted on into larger 
pots as new growth develops.  If you have a heated 
greenhouse you can start tuberous rooted Begonias 
and Gloxinias.  Keep a careful watch on ventilation.  
Remember a sunny day can reach quite high 
temperatures in a greenhouse or cold frame even in 
the depth of winter.  I have known mine to shoot up 
to 95F when snow was on the ground, so be warned.  
Heat at this time can do a lot of damage to young or 
freshly shooting plants, and quite a lot of plants 
cannot put up with large variations in temperature. 
Lawns If you walk on your lawn at this time of year 
and find squelchy patches they need attention.  
Spiking is a real pain, but it is a good cure for 
squelchy bits.  Note where they are and when they 

have dried out a bit (hopefully) go over the area 
making holes at about 6 ins intervals with a fork.  Do 
a couple of square yards at a time then brush in a 
good dressing of sharp sand (not buildings sand 
unless it has been in the rain for a long time) leave a 
shallow layer on top, this will encourage rooting in 
spring.  Keep lawns clean and keep off in frosty 
weather.  Clean and overhaul your mower, you could 
take advantage of the cheaper rates for servicing, up 
to the end of February. 
Please bear in mind that these notes cover 2 months 
when doing the various jobs. 
Have a Happy Christmas and a lovely gardening year. 
Cheerio for now 
Tom 
 

Green Oak Park Update 
The fitness and children’s playground equipment has 
now been delivered, and work will begin on the 
installation during the week beginning 19th 
November. The work will be done by Parks and 
Countryside. There will be 2 new swing seats for 
younger children and 2 springies in the playground for 
toddlers. The fitness equipment will consist of a multi-
use apparatus. 
We thought the community should know the cost of 
these. The gym equipment is £6,882 plus £2,000 
installation. Swings & Springies £1,765.24 plus 
£2,700 installation. 
Let us hope that a little more respect is shown to our 
beautiful park and that maybe we may get some more 
volunteers in the near future. 
As you may have noticed, more trees have been 
planted and come next year the park will be looking 
even better. 
Friends of Green Oak Park 
 
November 5th, a beautiful sunny day, just right for 
planting trees. Christine Wood and her family planted 
a Multi-Stemmed White Birch on the bank below the 
bowling green, in memory of her late father Jim. He 
spent many happy hours sitting on the nearby bench 
enjoying the view. As he lived in a flat, he always said 
the park was his garden.  
Another memorial tree, a Rowan was planted by Janet 
Crookes in memory of her friend who used to live on 
Rowan Tree Dell. 
A class from Totley All Saints School planted a White-
Stemmed Birch and another Silver Birch near the 
original one. This means the group of three will 
produce an open canopy, their small leaves allowing 
light shade to reach the ground. Grasses and flowers 
will flourish providing food for insects, birds and 
mammals. 
The children also planted an Elm, Ulmus Americana 
Princeton in the bottom corner of the park near the 
horse chestnut trees. This American Elm shows good 
resistance to Dutch Elm Disease. 
The children helped with mixing the compost into the 
soil, knocking in the stakes, rolling the trees into the 
holes and filling in the soil round the roots. 
The best task was drilling the ties onto the stakes to 
secure the trees against winds and to give them the 
chance to grow into the soil.  
Thanks to the Rangers from Activity Sheffield who 
helped the community forester. 
We hope the trees will flourish and will help to keep 
the park green for years to come. 
Avril Critchley 
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213 Derbyshire Lane, Norton Lees, Sheffield S8 8SA 
Email: info@r-rose.co.uk 

Friends of Gillfield Wood Update 
Activities and Planned Events 
Saturday 27th October - Tree Thinning and the use of 'Big Lad' the horse to take 
the timber away. It was good to see so many people turn out on the day to watch Big Lad 
working. This number included several families, with the children being particularly 
interested in watching him take the cut timber from the wood to the storage area close to 
the bus terminus. Some of the boys were more interested in playing in the mud than 
watching the horse though. So a hot bath, for some of them, being the order of the day 
when they returned home I think! The tree thinning exercise is continuing over the next few 
weeks with the sawn timber being taken down to the sawmill at Ecclesall Woods, to be made 
into furniture, fence posts and for selling on for commercial and domestic use. Once the work 
has been completed, Sheffield City Council will restore the footpath and mend the broken fence 
leading from the bus terminus down to the wooden kissing and barred gates, next to the 
drystone wall that is currently being restored. 
Saturday 27th October - Fungal Conservation Walk with the Sorby Natural History Society. The walk was 
led by Steve Clements of Sorby, whose depth of knowledge on fungi is second to none. With the wood being a 
mixture of Broadleaf and Conifer Trees, with adjacent grassland and with the wet, cool weather conditions during the 
autumn, the group of a dozen people, was anticipating finding a good number of mushrooms and toadstools. They 
were not disappointed, with a total of 53 different fungi being found, with several rarely reported species amongst 
them. The figure of 53 brings the overall total of fungi found in the wood to well over 200 species!! 
Sunday 4th November Practical Conservation Work Day.  The day was lead by Chris Roberts, the Countryside 
and Parks Ranger for Sheffield City Council, with approximately 10 FoGW members in attendance, eagerly 
anticipating tackling the tasks at hand. The weather was dry, cloudy and mild, perfect for holding a workday in the 
wood. The first job undertaken was the immediate clearing of the brushwood, as a result of the current tree thinning 
exercise, from the footpath that runs close to the picnic area. Woodland piles were created nearby, which are the 
perfect habitat for the birds, small mammals and mini beasts that live in the wood. Whilst this work was going on, 
Chris Measures and Dave Gash endeavoured to clear the mud and leaves from the drainage channels on the main 
footpath that runs through the middle of the wood. Once these two tasks were completed and after a cup of tea, 
brewed on the SCC ranger 'trusty brew kit', together with chocolate biscuits of course. The group then turned its 
attentions to repairing and restoring the drystone wall located at the top of the wood, next to the wooden kissing-
gate. This work is to be continued on the next workday in early December. 
Tuesday 6th November. Talk given by Barry Wright of Sheffield Hallam University - The Flora of Gillfield 
Wood.  Approximately 20 people attended the talk at the Totley Library, despite the inclement weather and they all 
gave Barry a warm welcome. Barry then went on to give a very interesting, informative and varied talk about the 
floral species found during the survey work carried out 
in the springs and summers of 2011/12. He also gave 
the group some analysis on the results of the surveys 
and from the species of flowers found such as Dogs 
Mercury, Yellow Archangel, Wood Anenome, Greater 
stitchwort and Lesser Celandine. Gillfield Wood was 
once an ancient woodland dating back several 
hundreds of years. Barry will be carrying out further 
floral surveys during 2013.  
Future Events Planned for 2012/2013.  
2012 
Sunday 2nd December. Practical Conservation day 
with Chris Roberts, SCC Ranger. 
Meet at 10am at the wooden 
gate at the bottom of Totley Hall 
Lane. 
2013 
Sunday 27th January. Practical 
Conservation day with Dave 
Gash, FoGW. Meet at 10am at 
the wooden gate at the bottom of 
Totley Hall Lane. 
Tuesday 5th February. Talk by 
Stuart Crofts called 'Caddisfly 
Magic'. 7.30pm Totley Library.  
Sunday 24th February. 
Practical Conservation day with 
Dave Gash, FoGW. Meet at 10am 
at the wooden gate at the bottom 
of Totley Hall Lane. 
Sunday 24th March. Practical 
Conservation day with Dave 
Gash, FoGW. Meet at 10am at 
the wooden gate at the bottom of 
Totley Hall Lane. 

Contacts 
If you have an interest in the history and/or natural 
history of the area, or would like to know more about 
the above planned events, please contact either Dave 
Gash (262 0564, daveygash@hotmail.com), or Sally 
Goldsmith (goldsally@googlemail.com, 07887 
383282). Also if you would like to become a member 
of FoGW, they will be very pleased to talk with you 
and to provide more details. Funds are gratefully 
received and all used to help us to conserve and 
improve the biodiversity of the wood.  
Dave Gash 
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MEMOIRS OF DAN REYNOLDS (Part VI) By Himself 

At the back of the shops at Totley Rise leading to the chemical yard is a lane much used in those days by horse 
traffic where they had to cross the stream (ford). Pedestrians used the existing footbridge. Once we became part of 
Sheffield, some blundering idiots in the Town Hall had a low wall built at the side of the stream to stop this traffic, 
hence we lost the ford. 
There were around eight cottages in 
the chemical yard, and a large two-
storey building, where in the past 
chemicals were produced. It was 
later known as the boundary called 
Brookvale. In the 1920's it was 
bought by C J Marcroft, a slater and 
builder, and was used as a joiner's 
shop etc. It was here that I was 
employed as an apprentice and 
earned ten shillings per week for 
forty six and a half hours. The sign 
Brookvale Laundry, was made of 
wooden lettering and ran along the 
ridge. In the basement of the 
building was a big gas engine and 
on the walls were many large 
bracket supports for shafting. A 
smaller building attached to the 
main was where Bill Bradbury 
offered his service as farrier wheel.  
Leaving the chemical yard and on the way to Greenoak, you came to Brookvale Terrace where you would find the 
building of Harry Green's business - joiner and funeral undertaker. A Mr Gledhill lived in a house nearby and he 
cultivated the monkey gardens better known as Laverdene estate. Along with his family, he ran a very successful 
wholesale business in Sheffield market with all home grown goods, with forced rhubarb being a highlight. His 
permanent workforce was of three or four and during the school summer holidays about four schoolboys were 
employed. My brother and I were employed five and a half days per week and were paid fifteen shillings, 'which was 
very, good in the year 1922, as in 1924 I only received ten shillings as an apprentice for forty six and a half hours as 
I said earlier. 
Continuing up the lane with high hedges on either side, you came to Lemont Road where there were four back to 
back houses. Mr Carr, a smallholder, owned land behind Lemont Road, (now Greenoak Park). A few surrounding 
fields which were later sold to C Thompson, who eventually sold to Sheffield Corporation hence the housing estate 
(enough said!). Continuing up Baslow Road, and opposite was Greenoak House. A little further to your right was a 
newly made road leading to Heatherfield which was being developed by Mr T Newbould. Further up to your left is 
Main Avenue, developed by Mr Sheard. At the time about thirty houses had been built. Leaving Main Avenue and to 
your right was Totley Grange, after which you came to the Olde Totley of which I mostly refer. 
The gentry were Mr Tyzack, Mr Ellison, Mr Mills, Mr Adams, Mr Milner and Mr Earnshaw. Mr Tyzack, barrister and 
gentleman farmer, owned and farmed land at Avenue Farm. He was also a member of the parish council. His land 
bordered the narrow lane leading to Dore, and due to some mishap due to the width of it, it was brought up at the 
next council meeting where he said he would give the land required at no charge for widening. He was asked if he 
was prepared to pay for the cost of earth movement which was instantly declined. His offer was therefore withdrawn. 
The road is much the same now as then. We were in N E Derbyshire in those days and Derbyshire County Cricket Club 
played many matches at Abbeydale Park, and in the 1930's Abbeydale Hall was used as council offices. 
Mr Ellison lived at Grove House (opposite the Crown Inn), a grand residence with beautiful gardens and running 
brook with two entrances, one at Hillfoot Road, the other a private road over the brook at Totley Brook Road. The 
gardener was Mr Woodfin, who lodged with Mr Bowley at Rose Cottage on Hillfoot Road.       To be continued 

 
 

HATHERSAGE CAROLLERS 
 

Will be leading the singing this Christmas at the 
following Hathersage Hostelries 

 

Monday Dec 17th Millstone Inn 9pm 
 

Wednesday Dec 19th Plough Inn 9pm 
 

Friday Dec 21st Scotsmans Pack Inn 
9pm 

 

Friday Dec 28th Little John Inn 12noon 
  

Do come and join in. Collections will be 
taken for Helens Trust local charity 

 
 

 

Locksmith 
Just recently, I had the misfortune to have the front 
door key jam solid at 10pm with me on the outside!  
With the help of neighbours, I managed to find a local 
locksmith (look it up in Yellow pages, and see what I 
mean!), who turned up at 10.45pm. 
The man was a Diamond! Although we got access 
quickly, problems arose when bits of the lock started 
falling inside the thickness of the PVC door itself. 
This resulted in needing to lock the door from the 
inside, then having to traipse through the garage and 
out of the up and over door, for the next 8 days! 
So I gladly pass on his details, with my thanks. 
Mr Mike Postans (Woodseats) ph 258 3437 mob  
07930 412772 
Tony Reynolds 
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Boiler Room Scams 
This telephone scam is the use of high pressure sales 
to sell ‘sure thing' investments with the promise of 
massive returns. ln fact, what you are being offered is 
probably worthless stock from unquoted companies 
which are overvalued, or simply don’t exist.  
A cold call to your phone number which may be 
publicly available from shareholder lists is all it takes. 
The protection of the UK laws regarding such sales 
does not apply since many of the calls originate in 
Spain, Switzerland or the US, outside the jurisdiction 
of the Financial Services Authority (FSA).  
The Boiler Room can sound so promising; you’ll hear 
stories about  companies you know; you’ll get phone 
numbers and addresses and websites that look and 
sound so secure and UK based; you‘ll get hounded for 
months grinding you down until you give in, and part 
with your money; on average the scam is for about 
£20,000.  
The advice from banks is to be impolite and ‘hang up’. 
Then ring the FSA on 0845 606 1234 to report as 
much detail as you can. More details of this type of 
scam can be found on the FSA website at 
www.fsa.gov.uk. Your bank may also be able to 
provide you with information. The best advice from 
the banks is, "If an opportunity sounds too good to be 
true, then it almost certainly is."  
[edited from an HSBC circular to customers, June/12]   
 

HOLMESFIELD CHURCH 

WALKING GROUP 
MONSAL HEAD WALK 
On Wednesday 5th Dec at 10am Robin Greetham will 
lead a walk starting at the Bull's Head in Ashford in 
the Water. We will walk through the fields to Monsal 
Head then along the road to Little Longstone then 
through the fields again  back to Ashford. Lunch 
(optional) will be at the pub. The cost of the walk is 
£3 and the proceeds will go to Holmesfield Church 
refurbishment. If you would like to come just turn up 
on the day. The walk is approximately 4 miles long. 
Any queries phone Robin on 01246 412767. 
 

Fresh from performing as a featured 

choir at the Grenoside Festival of Carols 
 

Olympic Torch Photos 
If you have not yet received your photographs taken 
at the last Totley Farmers Market, please see Kathryn 
or Hetty at the Christmas Market on 9th December.  
Thank you. 
 

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
SERVICES 

(Abbeydale Road South) 
 

Sunday 2nd December 6.30pm  
Advent Carol Service 
Sunday 23rd December 6.30pm  
Carols and Readings 
Monday 24th December 5pm  
Christingle 
Monday 24th December  
11.30pm Midnight Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 25th December 9.30am  
Christmas Day Family Holy Communion 

Ward Forum Update 
At the Ward Forum, held 2nd July, the Enforcement 
Officer, from Sheffield city Council, informed us that 
PCSO’s would also be enforcing dog fouling legislation. 
This is now not true, except in certain areas. 
Environmental Health Officers have carried out some 
patrols & have issued litter Fixed Penalty Notices, but 
only two have been issued for dog fouling, one in 
Graves Park & one in the Pitsmoor area. Chesterfield 
have increased their dog fouling fines to £80. 
Roger Hart, Chairman, Dore & Totley Ward Forum 
 

Totley Townswomen’s 
Guild 

Christmas will be here very soon, quickly followed by 
the New Year when some of us will consider making 
New Year resolutions and then endeavour to keep 
them!  Will one of your resolutions be to make new 
friends or to become involved in a new activity? 
If so, ladies you might consider joining the 
Townswomen’s Guild here in Totley.  Guild members 
meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of every month at 
the Totley Rise Methodist Church Hall from 10am to 
noon. 
The first part of the programme is an informal 
meeting which provides members with information 
about ongoing activities, new ones being arranged 
and other useful updates.  This is followed by the 
essential coffee/tea break!  The second hour is 
allocated to talks by visiting speakers 
Also, monthly there are subgroups for walking, 
scrabble, social studies and the choir which meets 
weekly for rehearsals for concerts.  Other occasional 
activities include coach outings, the birthday lunch in 
October and the Carol Concert at the Victoria Hall. 
There is an annual fee and a small charge per 
meeting.  So will you be making a New Year’s 
resolution to come and join us?  If so be assured of a 
friendly welcome. 
 

Carols and Christmas Trees 
Each Wednesday morning from 10 am, we serve 
coffee in our "Link" foyer at Dore & Totley URC from 
10am. During Advent the "Link" and the Sanctuary 
will be decorated with Christmas trees so do drop in 
on us if you can.  
We also hold a short service of worship at 11.30am on 
Wednesday for any who would like to join. On 19th 
December, we shall be singing traditional carols, so 
please come along, enjoy a mince pie and join in the 
carols.  
You are also warmly invited to join us on Sunday 23rd 
December when we hold our Carol Service at 10.30am. 
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HEARING AIDS 
 
 

MAURICE NAYLOR FBSHAA RHAD is your 
local hearing aid specialist and at your 

request will test your hearing in your own 
home, free of charge, and if needed you can 

try a custom made aid for four weeks 
without obligation to purchase. 

Tel : 237 4817 

In the ear digital from £495 
 

Tel: 0114 262 0010 
4 Twentywell Drive, Bradway 

DRONFIELD LANDSCAPES 
 

Logs and wood chippings 

For Sale 
 

Ring for details 
 

Chris 0114 274 6158 

Mobile 07976 072785 
 

Richard  

Mobile 07789 497104 
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Danny Reynolds 
With regards to the letter headed, ‘Thanks for the 
memories’, from Martin Hawke previously of 
Sunnybank, Totley Bents.  
This brought back a lot of memories for me. My late 
Mum, ISABEL REYNOLDS, was Mrs Hawke's best 
friend and we spent many an afternoon at their house 
and vice versa. We also had many a picnic in 
Abbeydale Park, together with Elsie Coates, Betty 
Fisher and their children. I wonder if Martin 
remembers his Dad being a Wednesday supporter? My 
Dad used to take me to most of the home games, and 
now and then Mr Hawke would come too. He once took 
Dad and me to Manchester in his van to watch a cup 
match. I am talking about the time when players who 
played the game, and not the overpaid, oversexed 
prima donnas who arrive on the pitch nowadays.  
Mr Ed, you mentioned that you used to help Mr Hawke 
with his milk round on a weekend. I did the same in 
the 50’s, (showing my age now). On Sunday morning, 
he would pick me up and we would deliver all round 
Arbourthorne, drive back to Express dairies on 
Broadfield Road and then pick up another load. We 
would deliver that lot and then go back home. It’s a 
good job and he paid me for it. As you can imagine, 
we were out in all weathers.  
Since I started typing this, I have received a further 
copy of the Independent and read another instalment 
of my Dad's memoirs-the 5th in fact, and I hope all of 
you who read them find them as interesting as I do. 
He mentioned two seats in the Pinfold. Well, in 
memory of my Dad, and because his chosen 
profession was joinery, the family had a bench made 
in oak and had it sited on the old school wall so that it 
could be seen from 363, Baslow Road where Mum and 
Dad lived for 74 years.  
Dad loved working with wood, and in the late 70's-80's 
he made a grandfather clock for four of his kids. One 
declined the offer, but the four of us treasure our gifts.  
In 1980, my husband, son and I had a holiday in the 
Bahamas and one day we went into Nassau. It was 
extremely hot so we called into this little cafe for a 
drink. We were the only one's there until a guy came 
in. He sat for a while then came over to us and stated 
that he had been listening to us and asked whether 
we came from Leeds, (how very dare he), or 
Sheffield. When we enlightened him, he said the best 
joiner he had ever employed came from a little village 
outside Sheffield called Totley. Yes, you’ve guessed it! 
His name was DANNY REYNOLDS. I proudly said 
‘THAT IS MY DAD’    The man was Mr Smith who 
owned quite a few nursing homes in Sheffield and his 
son had bought Kirby's farm at the top of Totley. 
Small world isn't it?. 
On a different note, I have the Independent sent to 
me. I live in a small village called Pollington in East 
Yorkshire. I cannot wait to read it. In fact, everything 
stops when it drops through the letterbox.  
I saw a plea from Mr Ed for a copy of Totley Rifle 
Range book. I was not aware of its existence but if 
you are successful in your quest I would love to 
purchase a copy. You see my Mum lived there from 
1923 to possibly 1934. My Granddad was I think a 
batman and Grandma Small was a cook and laundry 
lady. I only wish the TV programme, ‘Who do you 
think you are’, would have been aired earlier because 
I might have asked a lot of questions.  Sadly it is too 
late now. Carry on the good work.  
Carole Thurkettle (Reynolds) 

Midden Tipping 
“Night Doll”, (midden contents), were tipped on the 
field adjacent to Strawberry Lee Lane at Hallfield Farm 
(Old Field Farm) in bell pits left from the old mine 
workings.  I spent happy hours digging for bottles etc 
on this site, my daughter-in-law has them now.  
Samuel Fisher of Hallfield Farm had a contract from 1 
April 1926 to 31 March 1927 to rip, this was a yearly 
contract and had to be applied for.  Some of the 
bottles predate the 1920, a few late 19th century. 
Regarding “spital” a hospital was on/near the Spital 
area of Sheffield near the area of the Castle providing 
care for local inhabitants.  A map of 1736 still shows 
the buildings apparently intact.  It was situated just 
outside the main area of the town, hopefully to keep 
infection away from the inhabitants. 
By the way, Spital is a short version of hospital = 
hospitable = hospitality, hence Knights Hospitalers.  
The sick and infirm, and also travellers could obtain 
shelter there. 
Regarding the Castle, Mary Queen of Scots spent 
about 12 years as a prisoner there, leaving only while 
cleaning work took place.  One of the places she was 
taken to was Manor Lodge, erroneously believed by 
many to be the Castle.  The Lodge is well worth a 
visit. 
Jean Barber 
 

Kate Reynolds. 
It is almost a year since Kate moved into Henleigh 
Hall Care Home, and with Christmas almost upon us, 
and our day to day living, Kate and I would like, 
through the broad scope of Totley Independent, to 
pass our best wishes for Christmas to all out friends, 
current, and forgotten, and hope they keep well 
throughout the coming year. 
Kate & Tony Reynolds. 
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King Ecgbert U15 Cricket Champions 
Not only have the King Ecgbert sports department set Jessica Ennis on the right path to Olympic 
glory in the women’s heptathlon, but they also played a part in the rise of one of English cricket’s 
star prospects- Joe Root. Root played for the school team and was also coached through the system 
at Sheffield Collegiate, the same nursery that produced Michael Vaughan. Root has made 
extraordinary strides in his game and plays his club cricket for Yorkshire. On the international stage 
Root has been part of the England Under-19 squad in Bangladesh, shortly before the youth World 
Cup in New Zealand in 2010 and has toured with England Lions.  Notably, this year has seen him  
named Cricket Writer's Club Young Player of the Year 
and his performances over the season have helped 
earn him a call up to the England senior squad on the 
tour of India. 

 
(Picture: Coach Mr Maw with signed shirt which 

Joe Root has given to King Ecgbert School) 
Joe Root is an example of how dedication and hard 
work can pay off, and there must be something in the 
water with cricket players at King Ecgbert School as 
the U15 team remain undefeated in the South 
Yorkshire Sheffield League, having never lost from Y7-
Y10. The team are coached by Mr Howse and Mr Maw 
and I caught up with Mr Maw and several of the squad 
to discuss their league success and also their 
incredible achievement of being the only State school 
to ever reach the Lord Taverners U15 Yorkshire Final!  
What is the secret behind your success story 
with this team? 
Mr Maw: There is no secret here; this group of 
players has done so well because it is very much a 
team.  We know that you cannot win things with only 
one or two individuals in the side. I have to be 
honest; it is very unlikely that we can repeat what we 
have with this team. They have managed to win the 
South Yorkshire Sheffield League four years in a row, 
and this year we reached the Lord Taverners final 
which is mainly dominated by grammar schools. Even 
when Joe Root was playing here we didn’t win 
everything!  Here there is a core of good cricketers 
and that has made the difference with this group. It is 
pot luck with what people you have coming through 
every year and this team has been particularly 
fortunate.  
Which League title stands out the most for you?  
Harry Simpson (Captain): I think this year was the 
most outstanding achievement because we had to get 
passed a very strong side in the semi finals; we 
played Ecclesfield on their turf and they were intent 

on toppling us. It was a very intense 
game, but we had a fantastic team performance and 
Ollie Pearson who also plays for Derbyshire as well, 
really stepped up to the mark with his batting and 
bowling. And then in the final played at Abbeydale, we 
had an equally tough challenge as we were set a high 
target by High Storrs of 128. We managed to reach 
the target with only two over’s left to play and six of 
us were out by that stage. It was a real team 
performance. The biggest motivation for playing well 
was because we wanted to make Mr Maw proud, he 
has always put so much time and energy into the 
team and that was the last thing we could give him 
because we don’t play after U15 level at school. It 
was basically about going out there and making him 
and the school proud. 
How do you prepare before such big games? 
Mr Maw: It really is about stressing teamwork but 
also about stressing the importance of backing each 
other up and that’s on and off the pitch.  I always 
want them to play with pride for the school and just 
show confidence in their ability!  
Ollie Pearson:  Crucially, it’s also about making sure 
the mindset is right and this is something Mr Maw has 
really helped all of us with.  Everybody has their own 
different ways of preparing- I know some people 
before they go onto the crease who like to hit a lot of 
balls, whereas other people just like to sit by 
themselves and think about things. I personally like to 
sit down and make sure I’m in the right frame of mind 
and then I’m still in that mindset when I have to bat. 
This way I won’t give away a cheap or silly wicket.  
What was it like playing in the Lord Taverners 
final?  
Harry Simpson (Captain): it was absolutely 
amazing. We were already on a high after winning the 
Sheffield League but then to reach the National 
Yorkshire Final words can’t really describe it. I gave a 
motivational speech before to jeer everyone up but 
made sure there was also a bit of banter because 
ultimately the day was also about enjoying ourselves.  
Mr Maw: It really was such a great achievement- it 
was a shame that we lost to Leeds Grammar in the 
end but it’s something these players will never forget- 
they were in a national final. It’s so rare for a state 
school to make it to one; I think we are the only 
school ever to do that.  
Saskia Payne: Everybody gave really good support 
on the day and it was really nervous to go out and 
play because of the pressure and nerves, but you 
know the team will always lift you up. It is all about 
the team spirit here. 
Saskia, what is it like to be the only female playing in 
the team?  
I wasn’t sure at first but Mr Maw really encouraged 
me into the sport. I had been playing other sports at 
school like football and things but had never really 
thought about cricket but now I love it! The lads don’t 
treat me any differently and since playing for them I 
have played for South Yorkshire girls and also the 
men’s team at Sheffield Transport. 
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Mr Maw: I think it’s fantastic that we have a female 
in the team.  As Saskia said the lads have been 
absolutely first class with her and she is treated no 
differently- she is simply one of the players. She is in 
the team through pure merit not because I felt we 
had to let her. We do run other teams just for girls 
but we have always had the policy here that if a girl is 
good enough to play then she can play with the lads.  
Who are your idols of the game?  
Ollie Pearson:  For me it has to be Joe Root because 
I was growing up when he was growing up. It just 
makes you want to try harder when you know he 
went to this school, because the targets and goals 
seem reachable. Of course, you have to have the 
talent but he is an example to us all and shows us 
that if you work and work at your game you can get 
there in the end.  
Ruhith Chowdhury: It’s difficult for me to answer 
this as I originally played football before joining but I 
have to say it’s all the coaches and players here. I’ve 
had so much fun playing and everyone supports each 
other. I’m hoping as a Christmas present, Ollie lets 
me have one of his amazing bats, as he always lets 
me borrow it if I want to.  
What does the future hold for of the players?  
Ruhith Chowdhury: I’m definitely going to keep 
playing even though football was my first love. I’ve 
played for Millhouses Works for the past two years so 
will keep doing this. 
Harry Simpson (Captain): I will keep playing for 
Coal Aston Cricket Club which I’ve been part of since 
U13 level, and will hopefully work my way into the 
first team there.  
Saskia Payne: Cricket will be taking a bit of a back 
seat as I’m travelling to Uganda in the summer, 
however I will continue to play with Sheffield 
Transport.  
Ollie Pearson: For me, cricket is a massive part of 
my life and I really want to reach the highest standard 
that I can. I’ve played for Derbyshire since U12’s, and 
got onto their academy system which has the aim of 
feeding players through to the first team. For 6th form 
I am going to try and get into Repton Private School 
on a scholarship. This would greatly enhance my 
game as they are an important feeder for the 
Derbyshire squad, so fingers crossed!  
Mr Maw will you continue to work with the 
cricket teams at King Ecgbert School?  
Oh most certainly. It is an absolute privilege to work 
alongside these kids and also Coach Pat Howse.  The 
main thing we do at the school with the cricket 
coaching, is putting everything together- a lot of the 
players get their serious coaching at their clubs, so at 
the school it is about sharpening them up on the day, 
motivational talks and getting them in the right 
mindset which is something I want to continue helping 
with. The school has really enabled some students to 
really excel and it’s fantastic for all the other pupils as 
it spurs them on, and proves that if you put the 
practice in you really can make it.  
Cricket is something that matters a lot at this school 
so I will definitely stay with the teams coming 
through. It enables a lot of different kids from 
different backgrounds to get together on that field and 
to really enjoy themselves. I want to give thanks to 
Pat who I work with, and very importantly the parents 
and fellow teachers that throughout my time coaching 
have either helped out with the team or come along 
to watch us play which is real dedication. 
Reporter: Ruth Dacey 

 
(Picture: U15 King Ecgbert School Cricket team, 
League Champions and runners up in Lord Taverners 
U15 Yorkshire Final) 
 

I AM AN ANGLO-SAXON 
In our attempts to trace the family tree we know the 
names of many forebears back to the middle of the 
eighteenth century. Most of these have been traced 
through the usual sources, births, marriages and 
census returns.  
Earlier this year our three daughters, desperately 
casting around for my birthday present, came up with 
a novel idea - to get my DNA profile checked out. I 
dutifully used the kit supplied to send off a sample of 
my saliva to be tested. The report has only recently (6 
months later) come through. It covers 8 typed A4 
sheets.  
I have to say, so that there is no misunderstanding, I 
do not fully understand the various background 
theories and how authentic the implications are. I 
think current belief is that in the distant past the 
evolutionary chain split into two branches, homo 
sapiens and the Neanderthals. It is undecided whether 
or not there was some interbreeding between them. 
Some colossal natural phenomenon then killed off the 
majority of the developed life forms on earth. This 
may have been a gigantic volcanic eruption causing 
vast dust cloud and poisonous gases. A comparatively 
small proportion of homo sapiens was still in Africa. 
Some of the descendants of these homo sapiens 
migrated northwards out of Africa and then split again 
east and west.  
What the DNA examination aims to do is to identify 
some parts of the DNA passed from father to sons and 
hence identify the sub group origin in the past.  
My report reads:  
"Your paternal lineage is that of the CHAUCI, an 
ancient German kindred described as barbarians by 
Roman commentators and historians"  
The suggestion is that my ancestors came from the 
North Sea coast in northern Germany as part of the 
Anglo Saxon invasion of the 4th and 5th Cs A.D. and 
probably settled in the north of England.  
So what are my thoughts about what emerged from 
my birthday present? I suppose it would have been 
more interesting if they had found Neanderthal traces 
in my DNA or found links to a historical figure such as 
Henry VIII or Isaac Newton. My youngest 
granddaughter has already said that Mum (my 
daughter), and Grandpa have a German look about 
them!  
Don Ashford. 
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Top tips to help beat  

those winter blues 
Seasonal affective disorder (SAD), also known as 
winter depression or winter blues, is a mood disorder 
where people who have normal mental health 
throughout most of the year experience depressive 
symptoms usually during winter time.  It is officially 
recognised by Doctors and Psychiatrists as a medical 
condition that is thought to affect 2 million people in 
the UK and Ireland.  
Symptoms may include difficulty waking up in the 
morning, tendency to oversleep and over eat, a lack 
of energy, difficulty concentrating on or completing 
tasks, and withdrawal from friends, family, and social 
activities.  All of this leads to depression, pessimistic 
feelings of hopelessness, and lack of pleasure which 
characterize a person suffering from this disorder. 
Treatment Previous treatments have involved the 
use of prescribed medication, which can have many 
side effects.  However in recent years, research across 
the world has shown that SAD sufferers responded, 
often quite dramatically, to other natural techniques 
to help cope.  
 

1. 5-HTP  This plant extract is a natural source 
of 5-hydroxytryptophan, (5-HTP).  The substance is 
made in the body and converted into serotonin, a 
brain chemical messenger. Serotonin is very 
important as it has been shown to affect our moods, 
and especially in the way that we think. If the 
serotonin production drops in your body this is what 
causes depression in many people so by taking the 
completely natural dietary supplement 5-HTP, you can 
improve low serotonin levels. 
 

2. Diet  Certain essential fatty acids, particularly 
omega-3s, have been proven to ease depression 
symptoms from SAD.  These can be found in cold-
water fish and certain nuts, as well as soybean, flax 
and canola oils. Herring, mackerel, salmon and 
flaxseed are among the richest sources of omega-3 
fatty acids.  Also it is important to try to increase your 
intake of fruits, vegetables, protein, and water for 
optimal mood and energy. 
 

3. Exercise  Regular exercise is recognised as a 
key, effective form of treatment as during exercise 
there is a release of the ‘feel good hormone’ known as 
endorphins, which in turn, result in an increased 
feeling of well-being. They are also the body's natural 
form of painkillers and it is through exercising for at 
least thirty minutes that the brain becomes stimulated 
leading to release these hormones. 
 

4. Light  Make sure you are exposed to full 
spectrum light every day. Sunlight is ideal, but if this 
is not possible, a special light called a ‘SAD lamp’ or 
light box can help. The light emitted mimics outdoor 
light. This is thought to cause a chemical change in 
the brain that lifts your mood and eases other 
symptoms of SAD. Light therapy can also be used to 
help adjust daily sleep cycles (circadian rhythm), 
which may play a role in mood. Light boxes are 
generally used for 30 minutes or longer each morning, 
with bright light shining indirectly toward your eyes. 
 

5. Stress  Management Techniques Studies 
show that chronic stress may increase your risk of 
depressive disorders such as SAD. A great way to help 
deal with this is through the regular practice of stress 
reduction techniques like yoga, meditation, guided 
imagery, and progressive muscle relaxation. 
 

Reporter: Ruth Dacey 

Friends of Gillfield Wood 

Sponsorship 
An historic Totley inn is sponsoring a group who help 
to conserve an historic Totley wood.  The multi award 
winning Cross Scythes on Baslow Road, renowned for 
the quality of its food and real ales, has helped the 
Friends of Gillfield Wood publicise their activities by 
generously sponsoring their website. 
“Our website is crucial to us in getting the word out 
about this marvellous ancient wood and the activities 
we carry out,” said Sally Goldsmith, the Secretary of 
the Friends of Gillfield Wood. “Some residents have 
told us they have never been in it or seen the 
fantastic Spring bluebells and anemones. We have a 
busy year ahead of us with events, surveys, talks and 
practical conservation days. The website not only 
publicises these, but helps us to collect information 
from local people about flora and fauna seen. This 
sponsorship will really help us to improve our online 
presence and we are very grateful to the Cross 
Scythes.” 
The Cross Scythes is pretty ancient itself – part of it 
being over 300 years old and over many years a stop 
for stagecoaches and buses. Since its twenty first 
century refurbishment a few years ago, it has steadily 
built up a name for itself. It was a finalist in the 
Sheffield Restaurant of the Year Awards in the Best 
Pub Food category and has a 4 star rating from the 
AA. It was also awarded the Best Leased Pub for the 
region of Yorkshire and North East of England and 
Best Pub Food at the Westside restaurant awards in 
2011. Good for a pint and a meal after a strenuous 
day in the wood or on the moors round about then! 
Find out about Friends of Gillfield Wood at 
www.friendsofgillfieldwood.com 
Find out about the Cross Scythes and their menu at 
http://www.cross-scythes.com  

 

Local TV station 
Sheffield Local Television (SLTV) has been awarded 
the licence to operate Sheffields first digital local 
television channel by regulator Ofcom.  
Chair of SLTV Steve Buckley, says this will be an 
open, diverse and inclusive channel, locally owned 
and not run for profit. A representative of Sheffield’s 
Cultural Industries Quarter Agency, said it will be a 
great opportunity for the city to showcase local talent 
and creativity and to build the digital and creative 
economy. 
SLTV hopes to commence broadcasting by the end of 
2013 and will offer local news and information, 
cultural programming, a platform for independent and 
community producers and opportunities for local 
business and public sector organisations.     

 

PUZZLE CORNER 
Solutions to One at a time 
 

1. SNOW; SHOW; SHOT; SOOT; BOOT; BOLT; BOLL; 
BALL  
2. YULE; RULE; ROLE; DOLE; DOGE; DOGS; LOGS  
3 . PINE; PINT; PENT; PELT; FELT; FEET; FRET; FREE; 
TREE  
4. MINCE; SINCE; SINGE; SINGS; PINGS; PANGS; 
PANTS; PARTS; TARTS  
5. PANTO; PANTS; PINTS; PINES; MINES; MIMES  
 

Don Ashford.  
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SERVICES 

2nd  10am Morning Praise 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

9th  10am Holy Communion 

           6.30pm Evening Prayer 

16th  10am Children’s Christmas Presentation 

           6.30pm Holy Communion 

23rd  10am Morning Praise 

          6.30pm Carol Service 

24th   4pm Crib Service 

         11.30pm Holy Communion 

25th  9.30am Family Service followed by 

Shortened Holy Communion 

30th    10am Holy Communion 

             6.30pm Holy Communion     

There is a Holy Communion Service every Wednesday 

at 10am 
            

SERVICES IN JANUARY 

Will follow the normal pattern 

Sunday 10am and 6.30pm   Wednesday 10am. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Do you know the story of Christmas? 

It’s contained in a wonderful book 

And if you are willing to try it 

Together we could have a wee look. 
 

It starts with a girl due to marry 

When on the scene an angel appears 

Which startles the girl called Mary 

But he quickly dispels all her fears. 
 

He says with God she’s found favour 

And will in time give birth to His son 

For He longs to give earth a present 

And baby Jesus will be the one. 
 

She doesn’t know how Joseph will take this 

For he’s the one she’s to wed 

But all is explained in a dream to him 

One night while he’s lying in bed. 
 

There’s one ruler called Caesar Augustus 

A census he decided to take 

So all must go to their place of birth 

And many a long journey they’d make. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Bethlehem did Joseph take Mary 

But they could find nowhere to stay 

A stable was all they could find there 

And she lay the babe in the hay. 
 

At that time on the hills were some shepherds 

A watching their flocks through the night 

When a host of angels burst on them 

‘Twas  a glorious, wonderful sight. 
 

They glorified God in the highest 

With peace and goodwill to all men 

They told of the birth of the baby 

Then sent shepherds to Bethlehem. 
 

They came to the stable before them 

And went in the baby to see 

Then they knelt and humbly worshipped 

The baby that sets us all free. 
 

They returned to their flocks rejoicing 

And praising the Lord God above 

Thanking Him for such a blessing 

A present of goodness and love. 
 

Now wise men followed on later 

With presents of fabulous worth 

But none can compare with the greatest 

That God gave to men here on earth. 
 

Now that is the story of Christmas 

Though the tale does not come to an end 

And that’s why we give presents at Christmas 

To bless those we love  -  family and friend. 

All Saints Church 
Totley Hall Lane 
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TOTLEY & DISTRICT DIARY 
MONDAYS COFFEE MORNING, All Saints’ Church Hall, 10am-noon 

TAI-CHI, United Reformed Church, Totley Brook Road, 11.30am-12.30pm 

  RAINBOWS and GUIDES, All Saints’ Church Hall, 5.45pm-9pm 
  SLIMMING WORLD, United Reformed Church Hall, 7pm, Jo Elsey: 262 0523 or 07590 545253 

TUESDAYS COFFEE MORNING. Totley Rise Methodist Church Hall, 10am-noon 
KEEP FIT & COFFEE, For the not-so-young, Bannerdale Centre, Carterknowle Road, 10.15am, Phone: 258 5364 

WOODSEATS ADVICE CENTRE. Drop in service, free, impartial, and confidential. TR Methodist Church, 10am-noon 
CRAFT GROUP. Totley Library, 2pm 

WEDNESDAYS PILATES CLASSES. Dore Old School, 9.00-10.00 and 10.15-11.15. Contact Caroline - Tel: 0781 722 0324,  email 

caroline1north@btinternet.com, www.pilatescarolinenorth.co.uk 

COFFEE in the LIBRARY. 10am-11.30am 
TODDLER GROUP. 10am-11.30am, All Saints’ Church Hall. Details tel. Andy Holmes 0114 236 2088 

HEALTH WALKS. 10.30am, Totley Library foyer. Phone Tina, The Health Walk Ranger: 0114 203 9335 
MODERN SEQUENCE DANCING. All Saints Church Hall, 8pm-10pm 

THURSDAYS BELROBICS, United Reformed Church, 9.15-10am, email: jenny@belrobics.co.uk or telephone: 07816 850132. 
NCT COFFEE GROUP FOR DORE TOTLEY & BRADWAY, 10am-noon, For mums & babies/toddlers, meeting in 

various locations, Phone Lucy Street 07837 000405 or email: lucy@streetr.plus.com for further details  
  CHAIROBICS. Heatherfield Club, 1.15pm  

PUSHCHAIR CLUB. Totley Rise Methodist Church Hall. 1.30pm-3pm. Tel. 236 3157 for further details 
PILATES CLASS, United Reformed Church, Totley Brook Road, 6.15pm-7.30pm also new class 1.30pm to 

2.30pm, Phone Emer Coffey 07792 422909 
FRIDAYS PILATES, The Old School, Dore, 9.15-10.15 & 10.45-11.45am. Phone Teresa Tinklin 07906 312372 

SATURDAYS MODERN SEQUENCE DANCING. All Saints Church Hall 2nd and 4th Saturdays 8pm-10pm 

 

 

 

Published by Totley Independent CIC. Totley Independent is a registered Community Interest Company, number 07750166. 

We welcome letters about local affairs and will publish as many as possible. The views expressed are not necessarily those of Editor, 
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TOTLEY INDEPENDENT FOR 
FEBRUARY 

 

The next issue of the Totley 
Independent will be available from the 
usual distribution points on 
 

SATURDAY 2nd February 
 

COPY CLOSE DATE for this issue 
 

will be 
 

SATURDAY 17th January 
 

Editor:  Ian Clarke  
Tel. No:  235 2526 or Email:  
editor@totleyindependent.co.uk 
 

Advertising & Distribution: 
John Perkinton   
Tel. No:  236 1601 or Email:- 
advertising@totleyindependent.co.uk 
 

Reporter:  Ruth Dacey 
 

Proof reader:  Steph Elliott  
 

Items for publication may be left or 
sent to:  
2, Main Avenue, Totley, Sheffield, 
S17 4FG  
 

www.totleyindependent.co.uk 
 

PRINTED by STARPRINT 

DECEMBER 
SAT 1st DRONFIELD CHRISTMAS FOOD AND DRINK FAIR. Dronfield 
Civic Centre 10am-3pm. Details www.hartingtons.com or 01629 888586 
SUN 2nd CASTLETON FARMERS MARKET, the Village Hall, 10am–3pm 
SAT 8th CHRISTMAS FAIR & TABLE TOP SALE, Heatherfield Club, 193 
Baslow Road, 11am–12.30pm – FREE ENTRY Festive Music & Fun  
SUN 9th TOTLEY CHRISTMAS MARKET, Totley Rise, 11am-3pm, Wide 
range of food and craft stalls, Christmas surprises, see article page 2 
SUN 9th MINIATURE TRAIN RIDES. SANTA SPECIAL, Abbeydale Road 
South, First train 11am–3.30pm (weather permitting) www.sheffieldsmee.co.uk 
SAT 15th COFFEE & CAKES, Coffee, Cakes and Cello Plus; Dore & Totley 
URC, 10am — 12 noon, full details page 21 
SAT 15th TOTLEY BASED ROCK BAND, RED BACK, Heatherfield Club, 
193 Baslow Road, Doors open 8pm, on stage 9pm– FREE ENTRY  
SUN 16th-24th, CONTINENTAL MARKET, FARGATE 10am-6pm (8pm Weds) 
SUN 16th MINIATURE TRAIN RIDES. SANTA SPECIAL, Abbeydale Road 
South, First train 11am–3.30pm (weather permitting) www.sheffieldsmee.co.uk 
TUES 18th TOTLEY TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILD, Christmas Meeting, Totley 
Rise Methodist Church Hall, 11.30am-note later start time – this month only 
THU 20th SHEFFIELD FARMERS MARKET, 8.30am-5pm, Fargate 
WED 12th TOTLEY HISTORY GROUP, Christmas Party at Totley Library at 
on Wednesday, , all welcome, bring along food and drink     

JANUARY 
SUN 6th CASTLETON FARMERS MARKET, the Village Hall, 10am–3pm 
TUES 15th TOTLEY TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILD, ‘Family Photographs as 
social history’, Paul Cutts, Totley Rise Methodist Church Hall, 10am 
THU 17th SHEFFIELD FARMERS MARKET, 8.30am-5pm, Fargate 
WED 23rd TOTLEY HISTORY GROUP, Totley Library, 7.30pm John Clarke 

– The History of Penknife and Cutlery making in Sheffield, all welcome 
 


