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CHURCH SERVICES OVER THE
CHRISTMAS PERIOD.

The Churches in Totley and Dore offer yvou a warm welcome
to any of our services over the Christmas Season.
Ali Saints, Totley.
Sunday 20th Dec. 12.30pm Service of Remembrance.
6.30pm Service of Lessons and
Carols.
Thurs.24th Dec. Christmas Eve 4.30pm Crib Service.
11.30pm Holy Comntunion.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day. 10 am Family Service with
Communion.
St. Thomas', Woodseats.
Thurs 24th Dec. Christinas Eve. 5.30pm Vigil Mass
12 Midnight Vigil Mass.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day 11.15am Christmas Mass.
Englich Martyrs, Baslow Road.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day. 9.15am. Christmas Mass,
Totley Rise Methedist Church.
Sunday 20th Dec. 10.30am. Christmas Family Service.
6pm. Traditional Carol Service.
Thurs. 24th Dec. Christmas Eve. 11.15pm (Joint Service with
Dore & Totley United Reformed Church & Dore
Methodist Church.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day 9.45am. Christmas Family
Service.
Dore & Totiey United Reformed Chareh..
Sunday 20th Dec. 10.30am. Parade Service.
6.30pm Candlelit Carols.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day 10.30am Family Service.
St. Johr's Abbeydale.
Sunday 20ih Dec. 6.30pm. Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carels. Organist and Choir Master Alan Eost.
Thurs. 24th Dec. Christmas Eve. 5.30pm Christingle Service.
1'1.30pm Midnight Comimnurtion.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day. 10am. Family Service.
Dore Methodist Chureh.
Sunday 13th Dec. 10.30am. Toy Service.
Sunday 20th Deec. 5.30pm Carol Service.
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day. 2.30am. Christmas Day
Service,
Christ Church Dore
Sunday 20th Dec.4.30pm Candlelit Carol Service.
6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service.
Thurs. 24th Dec, 4,30pm Crib Service.
Christmas Eve. 11.30pm Midnight
Communion,
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day. 8,00am Holy Cominunion.
10am. Family Service.
Dore & Totley Christian Fellowship.
Sunday 20th Dec. 10.30am, Carol Service in Church Hall,
Townhead Road, Dore.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN S17

Isn’t it a shame that Christmas comes at the time of year
when the shops are at their busiest? ] know - its the Christmas
shopping that makes the shops so busy - iraders and
manufacturers rely on a ‘good Christmas’. Its an amazing
thought that the obscure and almost illegitimate birth of a
baby in a down-at-heel town, in a remote part of the Roman
Empire should have come ie form the comerstone of British
retail trade nearly two thousand years later. Not oenly that, but
that the whole planet should be spending millions of pounds
preparing to celebrate his 2000th next year! Even more
significantly, that the accepted date of his birth should have
become the poimnt at which we divide ALL human history. BC
and AD. Who was this baby who has aitained a status denied
every King or Empercr who has ever reigned - or any other
religious leader, come to that?

In His life; he made the most outrageous ¢laims - sayings like
‘He who believes in me shall never die” or ‘If you have seen
me, you have seen God’. People have spent years in
institutions for making lesser claims! - did we establish our
calendar around the birth of a madman? The fact about Jesus
that gets him apart is that having beer ¢rucified, he rose again
from the dead - a fairly powerful way of proving he has the
power to back up the claims that he makes!

And vet, for all the outward celebration of his birth, its
amazing how few people have ever really stopped to consider
his tife. Christians believe that the man who has had such an
effect on the course of history, can aiso change the course of
our lives. Hope, confidence, joy and peace are all in short
supply today - but are freely promised by Jesus to those who
will look to him. This Christmas, take a second look. As you
celebrate the birth of this most amazing of men, remember.
that Christmasg is only the start of the story
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TOTLEY
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE. SUMBAY 6th DECKMBER
at4.30pm

Piease come and support this service which enables us to hear
the message of Jesus's love, bringing light to the world and
helps the Children's Society raise vitally needed funds. The
Children's Society help and support over 90 projects
ihroughout England and Wales and works with some of the
most vulnerable children and young people. Chrisiingle
envelones for the work of the Children's Society are available
in Church.

CRIB SERVICE, THURSDAY 24th December at 4.30pm
This service is suitable for all the family and helps us all to
focus on the tue meaning of Christmas. We ask vou to bring
a Christmas present for a child (of any age) to the service.
You may prefer to give a gift of money (in an envelope
please). Cur toys and gifts of money will be used by N.C.H.
Action for Children to provide toys for use in their family
centre and toy library, Please come and join this service and
celebrate the greatest gift of all, our Lord Jesus Christ




HISTORIC CHILDREN

Just far a change, the 29™ June this vear was fine and sunny
gespite the weather forecast to the confrary.

7 with about 26 young ATl Saints school children.
teachers anc pﬁrmts to walk around some of Ristoric Totley.
We walked down Chapel Lane where [ pointed ont the old
pindold and then down through Bushy Botioms, between the
stoeps and past the old Methodist Chepel. Now our roule lay
down the cobbled path across what was, long agoe, Totley
Cammons and then over the Needhiam Dvke before reaching
Permy Lane. We saw the woodsd waste tp where earth and
stonie from the Totley Tunnel excavations were dumped, At
Hillfoot 1 showed the line of the old corn mill dam and
pressed on to the wooden bridge where the kas emerged
from & tummel o join the Oid Hey Brock. Here | explained to
the children whv the kissing gate there was so called —and
that met with giggles just like Bushy Bottom had done, !
wonder why,
Then i was 3
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course throwing I the odd bif of advice. What a pleasurable
il A& few years ago [ made a simiiar frek with aidldren Fom

v County and stll remember that with g smile.
afterwards 1 received g lefter of thenks sad
sz of our Journegy from ths children.

Brian Edwards
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POST OFFICE NEWS
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR BANK HOLIDAY
ARRANGEMENTS.

The Post Office and Shop will be closed on the following
days:-

Thursday December 24™, Closed at 12-30 pm.

Friday & Saturday 25™ & 26® Chrisimas Day & Boxing Day
Monday 28" Bank Holiday

Friday 1. January, New Years Day

LAST POSTING DATES. UKMAIL

Second Class December 18%,
Standard Parcels December 18M.
First Class December 22°9

For information on Royal Mail services call 6345 740 740 or
ask at any Post Office.

To find out a POST CODE call 0345111 222

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS & ALLOWANCES

The dates for EARLY payment of pensions and allowances
will be as follows:-
Due date of payment
Thursday Drec. 24™®,
Friday Dec, 25%,

Payable on or after

Thursday Dec. 17%

Friday Dec. 18%

Monday Dec. 28 Monday Dec. 21,

Friday Jan. 1™ Tuesday Dec20th.
CHRISTHAS BONUS PAYRMENT

The £10 Christmas Bonus Payment will be paid the week
commencing Monday 7. December.

CHRISTMAS CARD RECYCLING

‘Totley Rise Post Office will again participate in the recveling
schemic behween December 287, And January 307,

Last vesr more than 6000 Post Offices and 2500 schools
collected over one million used cards, money raised was used
to planit ees in 11 compmumity forests in England, Scotiand,
Wales and Northemn freland.

SEASONAL CREETINGS

Glen, Jim and ail siaff ai Totley Rise Post Office again thank
everyone for their custom during 1998 and extend their very
best wishes for 2 Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

SCOUT CHRISTMAS POST

As in previous years the local Scout Groups are taking part
in the Scout Christmas Post scheme.

From 27th. November to _16th. December 1997 special
stamps are on sale at various cutlets in the area. These can be
used io post Christmas Greeting cards in the special post
boxes for delivery to addresses inthe area,

Leaflets will be available and posters dispiaved with a map
of the area to which cards may be sent. This covers all
Sheffield, Rotherham, Dronfield and Chesterfield as well as
some other outlying areas.

The price of each stamp is 13p., a part of which is retained
by the Scout Group for its own funds and therefore for the
benefit of youngsters iiv the area. Afler running costs the
remainder of the profit is distributed to local charities, a list
of which will be displaved on the posters.

The main conditions of use of this scheme are -

Christmas Greeting Cards only, no enclosures.
Post ontly in special Scout boxes, NOT Royal Mail.
Use only special Scout stamps.

For use in the area on the leaflets and posters.

Last posting date is 16th. December.

COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Following the article in the November issue on a Community
Centre or Village Hall for Totley, comments by letier are
urgently required from local residents, local associations and
others who may be interested in this topic.

Feadback is essential if any further action is to be considered.

WANTERD.
Enthusiastic people with & sense of fun who care about the
countrysidel
Candidates wili: want to learn new skills and meet new
people, want to have fun, have 2 love of the counirysids, need
a0 experience and ebove all want fo enjoy themselves, have
some spare time on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
And the benefits:-
You will learn lots of new skills, get the chance to work ona
wide variety of projects, gain & real sense of pride and
achievement, make & veluable contribution to the eountryside |
and its wildlife, learn more about your local countryside’s
past, present and fiture, gain valuable experience and most of
alt HAVE FIIN!
Is this advert describing you? Do you want to experience ail
the benefits listed here? If the answer to either of these
questions is yes, then the Three Valleys Conservation
Yolunteers is for vou!
The volunteers meet every Tuesday and Saturday, 9.00am at
Tapton Lock Visitor' Centre in Chesterfield and 9.30am at
The Parish Rooms Church Street, Eckington, All you need to
bring is your Tunch, wear some old clothes (waterprocfs are
advisable) and strong footwear.
If you want to know more, or fancy joining in the fun, then
give us a call on (@1246) 433186 or (01246) 551035.

” ——

Mark & Sally Fletcher invite you to
The Grouse Jun

Mongshaw
SHEFFIELD 811 7TZ

Our Bistro is open 4 nights a week, from
YWednesday through {o Saturday, with orders taken
from 7-00 pm. Our chef Louise, presents a first rate
menu which will change forinightly. So to enjoy our
good food, good wine and relaxed atmosphere,
phone 01433 630423 or catch us behind the bar.

The bistro will be onen on New Years Eve!
Christmas menu agvailable for parties.

TOTLEY HALL FARM
TRADITIONAL FARM FRESH
OVEN READY TURKEYS

. j
Blbs te 251bs. ORDER NOW
RING JENNY or EDWIN for FURTHER

INFORMATION ON 2364761




COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Following the article in the November issue on a Community
Centre or Village Hall for Totley, comments by letter are
urgently required from local residents, local associations and
others who may be interested in this topic.

Feedback is essential if any further action is to be considered.

RSPCA AND PDSA

There are so many charities asking for help at this time of
year, but please, if you can, contribute a tin of cat or dog
food, or biseuits, towards feeding the unwanted animals at the
RSPCA. shelter at Spring Street. With high unemployment
and breakdown of families, there are even more animals
‘becoming homeless through ne fault of their own, besides,
unfortunately, the cruelty cases walting for re-homing,

Totley Library, Oldales (Halifax Building Society on Totley
Rise), Totley Co-op and "Valerie of Dore' are again kindly
acting as colleetion points, and have boxes to collect tins etc.
Blankets, towels and sheeting are also needed for the winter
at the kennels, these can be left at 10 The Quadrant, Totley
anrd Mrs. Styles will see they get to the Shelter,.

The PDSA shop at 13 Cumberland Street, is desperately short
of voluntary help. The shop is easy to get to on the 97 bus
from Totley, anyone interested please contact Mrs. Brenda
Spencer on 2759138. Both charities are very grateful for good
quality clothing and bric-a-brac to sell in their shops to
support the Shelter and the Veterinary Clinic.

Dear Editors

May I refer to the fromt page of the October
Indepandent and article by John Perkinton. The vear the
twenty or so cottages were demolished was not given, |
assume John is not aware of the date.

I wandered if one of our elder residents can recall
the builders dust and rubble, maybe on their way to school!
Shoeuld no one provide us with an answer would some sixty-
five years ago be there or thersabouts?

Jerry Roberts

¥is the season for kindling the fire of hospitality
in the hall, the genial fire of charity in the heart.
{(Washington Irving)

Dear Ed

Returning te Totley on a nostalgic visit, I stopped off at the
War Memorial to pay my respects to my childhood friends
who never returned. The name of a particular very dear friend
was there, Steve Atkin, but alas no indication of his service
branch. He was a Pilot Officer, flying a Lancaster bomber
and brought down over Le Havre in May 1944. Tt set me
wondering if anything could be done to rectify this matter.
Looking at the aerial photograph on the front of the
November issue of 'Totley Independent’ brought back fond
memories of when we first arrived in Totley in 1933, we
being my parents and my brother and sister. Our house was
44, Aldam Road, and it stood at the cross road of Aldam
Road and Greencak Road, which is not yet completed in the
photograph. As [ recall only four more houses were built
either side and Greencak Road was a footpath through fields,
leading to the bottorn of Main Avenue, where Mr & Mrs.
Parker's dairy was the last house in the avenue. Mr. Parker
was our milkiman and used to deliver the milk with his horse
and buggy. At some time he had lost one of his hands
replaced by a hook, with which he deftly used to handle the
caps and chuns, ne bottles in those days. 1 often wondered
how he coped; when I served miik the same way when in the
Land Army.

I too went to Totley C of E school, which in my day was a
small village school ruled by a real Victorian headmaster
called Johnny Wood, who terrified us all. 1 remember we
used to watch for him marching down the school vard on a
Friday morning and if the Gladstorie bag he always carrisd
was missing, we knew we had Friday afternoon holiday, this
happened quite frequently.

Since losing my two dearest friends Raymond and Joan
Peace, I have little cause to visit Totley and read the
'Independent’ which they used to pass to me, so it gave me
great pleasure to pick up the latest issue from Avenue Stores
and read it eagerly, especially the letter from 'Bobbi¢' Carr,
an old friend of my brother, it brought back many happy
memories. Keep up the good work, and good Iuck with the
Community Cenire.

Yours sincerely,
Elsie Winstanley (nee Abbett)
Wollaton Park: Nottingham.

=

TOTLEY HALL FARM PRODUCE
TOTLEY HALL LANE

551b. SACK OF POTATOES @ £5-00

10lb. PACK @ £1-30 (Price @ 21/11/98)
EGGS, HAY and STRAW ALSO AVAILABILE
8-00am. to 8-00pm. MONDAY to SATURDAY
RING JENNY or EDWIN ON 236 4761 FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION




BOOK THIS DATE NOW!

SATURDAY, 30", JANUARY 1999
7-30 p.m.

THE CELEBRATION CHOIR

WILL BE AT TOTLEY RISE METHODIST

CHURCH
TO LEAD AN EVENING OF PRAISE AND
WORSHIP.

PLEASE JOIN US.
Tickets £3 each available from the local churches
or Jovee Cook tel 236 4837
PROCEEDS TC NE.P.LC.C.

i B . ,,_-ﬁ'
61 Baslow Road, Totley Rise

Telephone: 236 0558

Fresh Meaid Specialist
Variety Of Home Prodaced Sausages
Spit Roast Chickens & Cooked Meats.

FANSHAW GATE BARN SAVED

We would like to say a big thank vou 1o all vour readers who
protested against the residential development of the historic
tithe barn at Fanshaw Gate, Holmesfield. We are delighied to
report a happy end to the campaign.

Having received planning permission from the council, the
developer put the barn up for sale in October. We were
fortunate enough to purchase it. Encouraged by the sirength
of support frem Totley residents, we now look forward to
repairing the barm and preserving the siructure in its original
state for all {o enjoy.

Many of the objectors. to the development were people who
regularly walk the footpath by the barn, and who were as
horrified as we were that this beautiful agricultural building
should be turned to domestic use. We hope that anyone who
needs a moment’srest after trekking up the fHelds from Totley
will appreciate the bench we have placed by the barn as a
small gesture of thanks.

We are especially grateful to Him Webb at the Totley Rise
Post Office and to the Librarian at Totley library for
displaying -the petition, and to that venerable campaigner,
Campie Barrows, for alerting people to the threat and for
gathering so much suppori, They shared our disappoiniment
when NE Derbyshire District Council, seemiingly ignoring the
strength. of local opinion, granied planning permission — so it
makes us doubly happy to share the aews of the final
outcome. Many thanks to everyone!

The Ramsden Family.

Christmas Island was discovered on Christwmas
Day in 1643

LEONARD CHESHIRE SERVICES IN SHEFFIELD

%?30 C“&r@ Offering choice and opportunities
:;;J . to pcople with disabilities
w 4 If a person with a disabilitiy needs
=] -7‘:‘:3 care we can help by providing:-

2
Fot
* Long term care * Aromutherapy
* Computers FPRysiotherapy

* Many activities “Aguatherapy

* Sinpgle rooms

* Respite care
* Dy care

(For our aew "Care at Home Service”
see seperate advertisement }

Any other requirement could be considerad

MICKLEY LANE. SHEFFIELD S17 4HE
Telephone (0114) 2369952/3




TOTLEY & DORE SUPPORT GROUP
FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED

NEXT COFFEE MORNING
WEDNESDAY 9™, DECEMBER FOR A
LITTLE CHRISTMAS CHEER.
11am. 4 GROVE ROAD, TOTLEY

MEETINGS DURING 1599
FOR VARIOUS REASONS, WE MUST
CHANGE FROM THE THIRD TO THE
FOURTH WEEKS IN THE MONTH.
WE SHALL CONTINUE WITH OUR
PRESENT PRACTICE OF MEETING ON
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY,
ON CONSECUTIVE MONTHS.
OUR INTENDED DATES ARE: -

JANUARY TUESDAY 26;
FEBRUARY WEDNESDAY 24;
MARCH THURSDAY 25;
APRIL TUESDAY 27;
MAY WEDNESDAY 26;
JUNE THURSDAY 24;
JULY TUESDAY 27;
AUGUST NO MEETING;
SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 23;
OCTGBER TUESDAY 26;
NOVEMBER WEDNESDAY 24;
DECEMBER THURSDAY 9;

DATES SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION.

DIARY OF A WOULD-BE-
PARAOLYMPIAN

By now many of you will know that 1998 has not been my
year - [ have had 3 operations this vedr, and have been very
unwell as a result, however to finish this vear. I thought I'd
fill you all in:-

I am now facing my 4th lot of surgery this vear - to my
shoulder this time - that too keeps dislocating; so ir order to
manage my wheelchair or crutches and hopefully swim again,
1 am seeing a surgeon soon, in order to rectify that fault with
this extremely faulty piece of machinery - ME. David thinks
that T should have come complete with insurance and free
regular MOT free no quibble money back guarantee.

'So times s hard' [ can't manage my crutches or wheelchair,
50 visits are welcome, as 1 can't drive my car - the car remains
a'big novelty.as Thave only been driving a short time and that
bit of independence is temporarily lost.

Anyway next year will be mine and hopefully T can get back
in the water and become a contender again. I still think that
the Olympics is a real possibility and 1 intend to train again
towards that goal.

In the meantime [ will turn the lounge intc a gymnasium and
do my exercises in an effort to keep a good base fitness.

This year has been an extreme confrast to last years euphoria
surrouading my GB selection, but hopefully next vear I can
regain my England place and ultimately my GB place.

I won't retive until ['ve given it my best shot!. And my best
shot is yvet fo come.

Thank you for all your Get Well wishes and offers of help, it
iz all very much appreciated. Happy Christmas and a very
Happy New Year to you all.

Helen Spencer

STAN CHAMMY DRURY
Raymond Drury and Family would like to thank everyone for
their good wishes and cards sent to Mrs. Drury on the death
of her husband Stan Chammy Drury.
Can anybody help with the answer as to how Stan got the
nickname “Chammy”, lots of older people in villages like
Totley seem to get these nicknames but nobody seems to
know where they originate. Does anyone know?

Time was with the most of us, when Christorias
day, encirciing all our limited world; like @ magic
ring, left nothing eout for us to miss or seek;
bound together all our home enjoyments,
affections and hopes; grouped everything aad
everyone round the Chrisimas fire ard made the
little piciure shining in our brighi yvoung eves
complete. (Charles Dickens)

LEONARD CHESHIRE SERVICES

e c}@"’@ IN SHEFFIELD

IZ<E. ]. WRIGHT

JOINER BUIRLDER PLUMBLR

PROPERTY RIEPAIRER

THE Lz,
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=" CARE AT HOME

A mew service to provide
care to geeople in their
own homes.

LEOMNARD CHESHIRE SERVICES
Micitiey Hall, Mickley Lane
Shefficld S17 4HE
Tel., G114 2351400

Carpentry & Joinery Services
FOR A PROMPT AND

EFFICIENT SERVICE

£6 Rowan Tres Dell
Totley
Sheffield S17 4FN

2740413
0585 1093502

Telephone
Mobile

TREVOR NORMAN

6 Totley Grange Rd.
Shefficld. $17 4 AF

Tel. 2364626

A




REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA

Last September I had not previcusly encountered this
daurting name and even then it was never my intention to
inflict it upon unsuspecting members of the human race, but
one morning | became desperate, groggily desperate. Needs
must when the Devil drives, because without warning,
outside the greengrocer's shop, this bunch of strong fat
fingers pgripped my arm. Godfey Shorthouse again....seeking
an audience, any sort of audience, so long as it was passive
and unable to regch sanctuary in a toilet or police celi. For
the next twenty minutes Godirey revealed to me, in intricate
detail, how he had succeeded in unbiocking his drains, and at
that point, in order to stem the mind-numbing flow, I butted
in-and announced as-emphatically as [ possibly could, that in
two days time we would be flying to Hrvatska. Godfey's eyes
narrowed, but the drain unblocking saga paused for no more
than a couple of seconds, the fat fingers tightened about my
arm and at the end of it all I stagpered home, swallowed some
aspirins and went to bed for an hour or so. There was nothing
else for it.

But why any nation should wish to label itself with such an
outlandish title as Hrvatska, I shall never understand, for a
good atlas will indicate in perfectly clear lettering that these
bemused natives live in CROATIA, 'Oh boy' exclaimed our
taxi man, 'take bullet-proof vests with you'. We laughed
weakly, but, being incredibly brave, or incredibly stupid, we
dismissed his advice. Phyllis Cowlishaw had already quizzed
me about ocur destination and then, opening her eyes wide,
she squawked, 'gracious ....Kalashnikovs and things'. 1 tried
to modify her misconceptions but she continued dolefuily,
‘well, T must give you something for emergencies,’ and she
did just that, she rommaged in her handbag and presented me
with g packet of Elastoplasts. "What a kind, sweet thought' I
murmeired. {Well, T had to murmur something, hado't [7)
Some days later the journey via Manchester Airport camie to
pass without leaving any incandescen! memories; nothing
like an earlier debacle when the Spaniards were on strike and
when I sat in the departure lounge for nine long hours,
phmging imaginary bodkins into imaginary wax effigies of
imaginary Spanish air traffic controliers. This time we were
delivered in tranguil style to our hotel in Rovinj, from the
baleony of which we found a glorious, sunny view across
harbour boats to the old town area, Here, buildings from an
earlier century clustered together on a gentle hill, topped
majestically by $t. Fuphemia's impressive church and
creating overall a picturesque rescrt ideally suited to jaded
Totley fugitives.

Have you ever heard of an Austrian navy? Probably not, for it
more or less disintegrated in 1918 when the Austro-
Hungarian Empire came unstuck and when many of its vassal
parts elected for self-rule. But until then Pula, a Croatian
seaport; provided one of Auvstria's naval bases with an active
submarine flotilla during World War 1. Inside Pula's Roman
ampitheatre, & guide and mentor cheered our holiday spirits
with a florid account of blood-letting in former centuries.
And afterwards if any vestige of levity remained in his paity
he scught to eradicate it by announcing that Venice's
gondolas were painted black in memory. of a bygone plague
which wiped out half of the city's population. Having
absorbed that morsel of history, you will perhaps remember
that (a) in 1665 Loudon also suffered a dreadful plague and
that (b) London's faxis today are as black as those Italian
gondolas. Lunch, after these sobering. disclosures by the
guide, was taken in the village of Zminj, but before we sat
down to eat, small helpings of a mysterious, transparent
liquid were dispensed to members of the excursion. I can now

tell you that from that particular experience I shall certainly
retun to Zminj whenever I find myself needing a good
quality paint-stripper or rocket fuel. The next stopping place
on this outing was to see a fine panoramic mountain view
from an ancient village which looked as if it had not yet
recovered from a social call by Gengis Khan. Now for any
fellow creature who has been reared carefully on as diet of
the Queen's English, the pronunciation of most Croatian place
names is out of the guestion. T was unlecky to be standing
near our guide when he named this old village 'Grachische),
because for a moment or two [ felt as if I were standing in the
middle of a malfunctioning car wash. After that incident, I
kept a reasonable distance between myself and any possible
drenching pronunciations.

The "Quo Vadis' was a small pleasure boat. Today it may still
be a small pleasure boat, ar on the other hand, it could now
be well-seasoned: firewood keeping worthy Croatigns from
freezing in the winter months, But in late September it
chuntered away from Rovinj quayside. headed into the
Adriatic and then turned right towards the Limski Fjord,
carrying with it three honest; naive holidaymakers from
Toiley. There was about this vessel a conspicuous air of
antiquity; the timbers might have been glued together
recently and not for the first time, and then I noticed that the
date 1904 had been carved sentimentally, in the bows, By and
by, a deckhand began to move around and issue measured
doses of schnapps to passengers in order to alleviate any
possible seafaring qualms. Then haifway up the fjord our
captain, without any warning or farewell wave; dived
overboard. Next, his dog, as if it knew something we didn't,
dived overboard afier him. I began to feel distinctly uneasy
for 1 could sense that here I might be witnessing the initial
overture of a new Marie Celeste mystery. In a civilised
country with an efficient and conscientious Board of Trade
and a responsible Mercantile Marine, captains are expected to
be the last persons to abandon their sinking ships. I was really
too young to die, I thought. Then suddenly It cccurred to me
that my Birth Certificate would render such a claim
lauphable. However, someone familiar with the
temperamental moods of ‘Quo Vadis' took over the helm and
we soon tied up at a primitive jetty. Later the skipper and his
dog reappeared, but no apology was given nor any
explanation either. Fortunately I am able to keep a cocl head
i times of emergency.

During ‘one Sunday morning we climbed up the narrow
cobbled streets and peeped inside St Euphemia's main
doorway. A line of communicants was moving forward to
receive the host and the remainder of the congregation were
singing a hymn to one of our well-known Anglo-Saxon tunes;
'What a friend we bave in Jesus. It was a tune especially
popular among British servicemen and servicewomen during
World War T, Using the fertile imagination of sore
unremembered poet they sang, "When this blooming war is
over, oh how happy we shall be'. 1 forget the following lines
of this version, which involve a sergeant-major, but 1 feel
sure that the ending was both warm and affectionate. The
servicemen and servicewomten of those days were probably
more musical and more spiritually-minded than their
counterparts today.

A Statue of St.Euphemia is situated at the pinnacle of this
Rovinjian church. It actually revolves day and night, summmer
and winter, motivated, we guess, by the wind. On that high
place she is a synrbol of hope and blessing for the fishermen
as they set out with their nets and as they wonder, perhaps,
when they will see their loved ones again. This prompts me to




‘ask a favour; if my saintly life ever merits a statue, please do
not arrange for me to be revolving on a church spire, day and
night, summer and winter. It would be far more appropriate if
T were to be across the road from the Busy Bee, unswivelling
on the roof of Totley" Co-op building, for I have spent many
an hour inside this hallowed emporium, fishing restlessly for
cod-in-butter-sauce and wondering, like the fishermnen of
Rovinj, when 1 would see my loved ones again.

Farewell then to Hrvatska: bears in the mountain forests,.
Melow fields on the lower slopes, and one wunique,
enterprising restaurant manager who offers his customers
‘domestic sausage'. It is alleged that wild sausages scuttle
among Croatian heather as hunters oil their guns and await
the "Glorius Twelfth.' | suspect that Hamlet never shot a wild
sausage but he did say “there are more things in Heaven and
earth, Horatio, than dre dreamt of in your philosophy.'
C.N.Railton Holden.

AND DOWN CAME THE RAIN

The above taken by Steve Hannam on the morning of
October 27", Shows Laverdene canal, previously Laverdene
Avenue.

Apparently sailing to town could be quicker and also miss out
the bus lanes.

HELP FOR THE HARD OF
HEARING

Hello, my name is Judy and 1 am a Lipreading Teacher in
Shetfield. F°d like to explain what I do and how T can help
vou.

Maybe vour hearing has changed, it’s not as good as it used
to be. Do you have to have your television louder? Have you
been issued with a Hearing aid, but it’s living in a drawer
because you can’t get used to it? Hearing aids are invaluable,
but i a noisy shop or crowded place are still often
incomprehensible. Perhaps vou have Tinnitus? Whatever
your problem lipreading can help you.

The most often said comment by people in my groups is
“When you are deaf, people think you are dait”. Maybe you
have thought that! In a Lipreading Group you will meet other
people with similar problems in a friendly atmosphere.
Whatever your age, it is never too late to start or improve. It’s
nothing like going back to school; T try to find subjects to talk
about which will interest you and help you relax. There is
also mformation on hearing aids, different hearing losses,
problem solving and how to help yourself.

I hope I have interested you to take your courage in both
hands and join us, you will have a warm welcome.

A new group is starting on Wednesdays from 1.00to 3.00pm.
to serve the Totley and Dore area, and anyone in that part of
the City. | have reoms in the Mount Pleasant Centre on
Sharrow Lane which is the Needlework Room, Unforfunately
this is up some stairg but in future we may be able to get a
room on the ground floor. The classes are free. You can starl
at any time during the vear and come with a friend or pariner
if you wish.

If you have a car an aliernative venue is Norton Centre,
Dyche Lane. This class is held on Tuesday mornings from
9.45/11.45in BO135 and there is a disabled entrance.

If you would like to let me know you are coming 1 will ook
out for vou. Please write to: -

Judith Sutton, 16 McLaren Crescent, Maltby,
Rotherham.
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GARDENING TIPS FOR DEC/JAN.

T hope you don't think there is nothing to do in the garden, sat there reading this article. December and January are consolidating and
planning months, like all good marketing men and women, you should be looking at the strategy you are going to employ next
season, taking into account changes which are to be made, timing of these changes. placing of orders (seed, bulbs, frees etc.)
organising labour (telling the wife or husband), drawing up layouts, and working out your budgeting, taking into account alt of the
aforementioned (now go and have a lie down). Now vou see, December and January are busy months for gardeners, lots to do. Don't
just sit there, get cracking. The Totley Show is not alf that far away in gardening terms, for the best onions, seeds must be sown
around Boxing Day and leeks about a month after, fuchsia need to be pruned to give them a good shape for the show bench, fruit
trees sprayed against scab etc. so that your fruit is pristine for that top award, I'm sweating just thinking about it. Read on:-

Flowers.

Prune back anv large rose bushes, chop them down te about
half way, so that they can be pruned properly in the spring.
This early chopping down will reduce any wind rock which
can severely damage rootstock if rain and frost get down
there. It also makes your rose bed look tidier. Work in humus
making material into your seil diring the winter months,
manure, leaf mould, spent hops, garden compost. old
Growbags etc. are ideal. All these will have a beneficial
effect.

Herbaceous plants sometimes suffer from slug damage during
the winter, delphiniums are generally first i line, to help
prevent them spoiling your yourig plants, scrape away = little
soil from around the crowns and replace with sharp sand
{better still cinder ashes). Check all the structures supporting
flowers {arches, fences, trellis etc.) make sure they are sound
and ready for next season’s weight of flowers and berries.
Mulch over any roots exposed by the rain. Top dress with
compost of soil, peat and sand. Large flowered clematis such
as Jackmanii can be cut back fairly severely. Order your
seeds in good time, try something new this year, there are a
lot. of new varieties to choose. from, or maybe reswrect an old
favourite that you haven't sown for a few years. They say a
change 18 as good as a rest. You can divide and move or plant
new stock of Michaelmas Daisy and Golden Rod.

Pick over plants in frames or cloches, remove dead leaves etc.
and dust with fimgicide. Dig and prepare new beds. Place
insulation over frames at night to give extra protection from
frost, also ventilate well on sunny days. December is the last
chance to plant out late tulips. If you haven't given your
flower beds a slow acting fertiliser for 2 year or two, now is a
good time (January), a dusting of hoof and hom or bone meal
will do your flowers a world of good. Hoe it info the top inch
or so, the worms will do the rest (stand well back m the
spring as the flowers burst forth). If you want to increass your
stock of perennials or have some plants ready for the various
charity stalls or swaps, you could fake root cuttings. Dig up
the plant to be propagated, or cut a portion from one side,
wash off as much soil as possible so that the roots can be
separated from each other, cut off the sound roots about the
thickness of a pencil, divide into sections about 2ing long
(5cm). Trim off small fibrous roots, cut the bottom of the root
diagonally and the top straight, so that you know which way
up to plant it, insert into pots of cutting compost with the tops
just buried. Water well and stand in a frost free cold frame or
propagator, if you want them to root faster. Plants with thin
roots can be multiplied in a similar way, 3ins (8cm) long
pieces laid horizontally in the compost (dusted with
fungicide) cover them with another 1-2cm of compost, water
well, Some of the plants which can be done this way are
acanthus, brnnegra, caencothus, dicentra, echincicea,
eryngium, Japanese anemones, nepata oriental poppies,
phlox, rhus, verbascum etc. Remember root cuftings taken
from wvariegated plants will twn out green and NOT
variegated.

Vegetables,

Firm in any plants lodsenad by frost. Dig any vacant plots
and manure the ground. Apply lime to acid seil where
cabbage is 10 be planted (do not apply at the same time as
manure, wait a month or two if possible). Prepare ronner bean
trench, Take off any yellowing leaves from Brussels sprouts
and compost them. In January chit seed potatoes i.e. put them
in a frost-free place in shallow boxes with the eye ends
upwards, this will encourage them to sprout.

Prepare your onion bed (I'm giving away secrets now). Dig in
manure deeply, spread bonfire ash over as well as bone meal
and hoof and horn at about 4ozs (100gms) per sq. yd. Prick
this into the soil lightly. As mentioned before sow onion
seeds around Boxing Day, either in separate pots, two or
thres seeds per pot, place in propagator or greenhouse at a
temperature of 65F. When they have reached the loop stage,
discard the weakest seedlings leaving just one per pot. Or put
seeds in a tray when they are at the loop stage, transplant into
decp boxes or trays, reduce temperature fo 55F. Lift a few
roots of mint, place them in a deep wooden or plastic box,
cover them with potting soil, old stuff will do, place them in a
frame or greenhouse, this will give shoots for early picking.
Mulch asparagus beds with well-rotted manure break it up
well and spread it about 2ins thick.

Shrubs, trees and fruit.

Do not let snow hang on conifers, it can break off branches
and spoil their shape. Firm in any newly planted trees and
check all stakes and supports, make sure they are firm. New
fruit trees can be planted now if weather permits (keep roots
moist and frost free prior to planting). Prune apple and pear
trees, remove cankered branches. Pirune fruit bushes and
canes, check grease bands and renew if necessary.

January is a good time to give fruit trees a tar oil winter wash,
choose a fine and wind free day. Black currants will benefit
from feeding in 