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WORLD PREMIERE

Totley residents Peter Maxwell and
John Wade have formed their own
Company to produce their second
Light Opera "The Ambassador!
which is to receive its World
Premiere on Tuesday 17 October,

at King Ecgbert Lower School,in

the presence of the Master and
Mistress Cutler and other distin-
guished guests.

Peter, a former City Librarian, now
studying at Sheffield University,

who writes the words and John,
Classics Teacher at King Ecgberts
and Choirmaster of Totley Parish
Church, who writes the music, first
teamed up together in 1974 to write

Local football team™

the Scientist. This is a one-act opera
which received its first performance
four years ago at King Ecgberts.
Their second opera, the idea for
which actually came into Peter's
mind in 1864, is more ambitious.
The libretto has been re-written by
Peter, The music composed by
John and a full orchestral arrange-
ment done by Paul Green., Eleven
very experienced principals, five of
them sing with Yorkshire Opera,
have been recruited and they, together
with a mostly local chorus of about
thirty, have been rehearsing for
several months now., Undexr the
direction of Pauline Latham a team
of ceamstresses have been busily
maliing up costumes to the design

of John Hill-Wilson and a seventeen
piece orchestra will provide the
accomzaniment,

Thousands are expected to flock to
see this well-produced, humorous
piece of musical drama and the

sight of so many residents in out-
landish costumes cavorting about

the stage, in a manner to which they
are nol accustomed,will certainly
make their visit worthwhile. Tickets
are still available {from Mrs. Gowland
16 Devonshire Terrace Road,
telephone 365568, at a specially low
price., West End prices will be much
higher!

Thanks should be given for sponsor-
ship to Midland Bank Ltd.,
Addressograph-Multigraph Lid, ,

and J, R. Bramah Litd.

A professional criticism of the show
will appear in the next issue, written
by Sir John Gigglegud.,
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Ediforial staff
Geoff Nixon, 99 Progpect Road.
Brian Edwards, Chapel House,
Hillfoot Road. Telephone 368213.
Roger Clarke, 18 Meadow Grove Rd.,
Telephone 364696.
Felicity Crowther, 34 Rowan Tree Dell
Christopher Woodhead, 33 Stonecroft
‘Road, Telephone 364821.

ON 20th September, we held a Totley

Independent Open Night at the Meth-.

odist Church Hall. After explaining
how the Independent was produced,
comments were invited from the hall.
Some people thought that the mag-
azine wasg too cheap at 10p. It was
explained that the publication did
make a profit which was then avail-
able to generate activities within the
community, No price increase had

ever been consldered. The demand for

advertising had increased and it may
be necessary to 'ration' space. The
circulation had settled down to an

1100 plug circulation apart from the
August issue. It was likely because

of the numbers of staff and readers on
holiday, that the August and September

issues would be combined next year.
There was discussion about the
likely target area for a proposed
caravan site. It is not known vet
whether this will turn into a real
preposal by the local authority and
we are finding out more details.
However the area indicated on the
published map could very well be
taken as Corporation-owned land bet-
ween Gillifield Wood and Baslow Rd.
There was also some discussion as
to whether the Mickley Lane pub
would go ahead. Apparently some
surveyors had been seen in that
area. Although some accusations
were levelled at the inactivity of
our local councillors, we did point
out to the audience that, so far,

we had had a good deal of support
and action from them on a number
of occasions this year particularly
in putting our views acrogs to

Town Hall officials. Perhaps the
most supported suggestion of the
evening was for a centrally sited
notice board perhaps in the vicinity
of the library.This might be linked
with a Totley Independent post box
and the excéllent idea is now being
explored.,

The second half of the evening was
devoted to some slides of Old Totley
which had recently been acquired,
Older Totley-born residents were ahble
to describe some of the subjects,
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BEST GARDEN

EVEN IF YOU BELIEVE in calling a
spade a spade, you would have to
admit that Totleys gardens are far
from seedy. Therefore, when it
comes to judging whos got the
greenest fingers in Totley, it is
important to get someone 'in the
know' and so the Totley Resid-
ents Association were very pleased
when Bill Nelson offered to help

us plant the seeds of an Annual
Gardening Competition. Mr. Nelson
is well known as the gardening ex-
pert with Radio Sheffield and he
had no hesitation in awarding the
first prize to Mr. C. Attlesey of

7 Aldam Road. The decision came
as no surprise to his neighbours
because Mr. Attleseys garden al-
ready has a fine reputation amongst
Totley folk. Second prize was aw-
arded to Mr. R. Broomhead of 39
Mickley Lane, and third place went
to Mr. J.D.Holding of 41 Sunny-
vale Road. & cup is to be pres-
ented yearly and one has been
donated by Mr. Glossop of Devon-
shire Road (see his letter in this
issue), and the prizes include a
spade donated by Peter Swift of
Baslow Road, a stainless steel hoe
by John Perkinton and a pair of
secateurs given by the Totley Res-
idents Association, Whilst these are
certainly not shop-soiled, we hope
these and others like them will soon
be garden sociled in prepaing for
next years competition. Our coll-
.eague, Felicity Crowther, called to
see the winners and had this to re-
port.

Mr. Attleseys garden contains a var-
iety of flowers ranging from
marigolds to roses, and the back
garden g very picturesque with a
small fountain in the middle of the
lawn. Gardening is a tradition to
Mr. Attlesey who learnt all his sk-
ills from his father. He grows his
own seeds in the greenhouse and
uses no electrical gadgets to cut
lawn or hedge. He spends many
hours maintaining the garden, esp-
acially at weekends, but he has
been well rewarded this year with
third place in the' Corporation Comp—
etitior;_

The second place in the TRA comp-
etition went to another accomplished
gardener, Mr Broomhead of Mickley
Lane. He grows roses, pansies,
stock, asters,antirrhinums and dah-
lias which form a colourful, well-
laid out garden. He, too, grows

plants from seed so he keeps the
cost of maintaining his garden down
to about £10 a yvear. He is a ded-
icated gardener, spending about 3

to 4 hours a day keeping it up to
standard. This vear he also came 1lst
in his district in the Sheffield Council
cil estates Competition and 3rd in the
Kirkham Cup.

Mr. Holding, of Sunnyvale Road, is
the proud owner of a pretty garden in
which sweet peas, geraniums and
dahlias flourish. His wife tends the
front garden while he locks after the
back, so really it was a family eff-
ort. Their tip to any prospective gard-
ener ls to be patient and to keep per-
severing. :

BLOOMIN' GOOD

TOTLEY FLOWER festival blossomed
into a very succesful event, with the
Sheffield Male Voice Choir singing to
a pood house at All Saints Church on

"the 23rd of September. The flower-

decked church provided a perfect
setting for the smooth tones of the

choir who rendered a variety of works
from Verdi to Spirituals. Soloist,
Catherine Brown ,was accompanied by
Paul Green on the organ and sang pieces
from Haydn, Handel, Furcell and

, Mozart, The magnificent display of

flower arrangements was based on
quotations from the Bible and was one
of the most ambitious schemes ever
undertaken in Totley. In the Church
Hall, an exhibition of local arts and
crafts included a wide variety of work
including paintings, drawings, pottery,
woodwork, fabric, rugs, jewellery,
and even stained glass window designs.
Vicar Alan Jockel, although disappoint
ed that young people were not there in
force, was delighted to welcome back
residents who had left the district and
returned for this special occasion.
Although this is not intended to be an
annual event, it is hoped that some
other organisation might very well
take up the idea of an annual Arts and
Crafts exhibition or Flower Festival.

CHOCOLATE COVERED ?
HERE'S A RIDDLE for you:-
What's a mile long and covered by
chocolate? The answer is Totley,
on Wednesday the 18th, when
Thorntons Chocolates agents invade
the area to try to persuade us that
happiness is toffee-shaped, After
careful redearch we have uncovered
the plans of two such apents, who
are piving talks to ladies groups.

(see Diary for details). Thorntons
wouldn®t admit that there were any
more, but it is rumoured that the
Methodist Wednesday Fellowship
were to have a talk on ""Travels in
the Sahara with a Caramel" but they
discovered the deception in time.
It's plain they're out to milk us, but
we think they're nuts.



