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PUZZLE OF UNDER-USED
FACILITIES IN TOTLEY

One of the concerns of the Totley
Residents Association 1s that there
are, on the face of it, few facilities
available. Despite an increasing
population, there is no community
building nearer than Abbeydale or
Dore. Meetings for youth, senior
citizens and social functions are
limited because there are few halls

or rooms avallable.

This last yvear, we have seen the
Education Department put a stop,to
Youth activities at Totley County
School,and Old People using All Saints
school. This year already, an applic-
ation to play Badminton at the County
School has been refused because of
'Letting restrictions'. This phrase is
the one applied to educational premises
where there is only one activity taking
place at any one time. However, as a
number of applications have been
turned down, It stands to reason that
a number of activities could be arranged
to coincide; thus defeating the main
objection.

We feel that it is scandalous that
there are abundant under-used buildings
and equipment which are not made
available to the very people who pay
for them in the first place, Scores of
residents have complained bitterly
about the tennis courts and sports
fields at the college lying idle, month
after month. More ask why Totley
schools are not opened up for evening
use as directed by Education Minister,
Shirley Willlams.

The public is increasingly concerned
about viclence and vandalism - very
often a symptom of non-participation,
That is why so many youths cause so,'_;
much trouble at football matches.

Yet attempts to involve young people
in ¢ommunal projects are often not
met with official enthusiasm, this
despite the departments set up
specially to deal with these problems.
Very often it is not the fault of the
officers but more the attitude of
politicians who regard Totley as

needing no proper communal life,
"You're well oIf for country up there,
everybody's got two cars, we have
lots more worse cases’, and so on.
Then why do we pay our rates PAnd
why are they so high?

Sure, we realise that there are many
areas worse than ours, and that is
why we are not asking the education
authorities to provide Concord Sports
Centres here,

What we are asking for is that
facilities already exlsting in Totley
are USED and used for the benefit of
the local community.

POLY FOLLY?

Let's take the college, for example,
The development 1s a blight on the
envircnment, planning-wise. It takes
s0 much from the community in
terms of space, parking and traffic
problems, noise and an unstable pop-
ulation. Of course, there was a limited
amount of benefit derived from student
help in local schools, but that was two
way and has probably finished, Some
students have helped with local socie~
ties and this year a number carried
out a survey of Totley and came up
with the conclusion that the local
CAND OF PLENTY
TY
What accomodation is there at Totley
College? 1) A beautifully equipped
library, far bigger and better than our
branch library 2} Large halls and
excellent cooking equipment 3) Very
many rooms for meetings 4) Well
appointed Students Union building
with bar 5) Wonderfully equipped
gymnasium etc, 6) A number of tennis
courts, foothall and hockey pitches.
7) Budio visual, home economics,
research and various other facilities.
Etc.., elc.
If the college was full and well
used it may be different, but seen
in the light of dwindling students,
shifted courses, redundancies, we
can only ask if these assets are
being fully utilised.

It is estimated that some of the
college facilities are used less
than 10% of their possible time

Do you agree with Shirley Williams
that these should be made avallable
for communal use?

The ready-made reasons put
forward for keeping tight hold of
educational buildings are now

of course summed up under the .
banner of "Well you know, we've
had to cut back".

Totley County and All Saints too
have a more responsible role to
play within the community, or
rather the buildings do.

You would think it is easy to get
hold of at least a gsmall proportion
of the Education Departments assets
in Totley. But it has not so far
been the case. Offers to pay for
any extra cost to the Department are
not received with too much enthus-
iasm.

Let us hear what vou as co-owners
of all this property, have to say.
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This small cottage which stands just
below the 'Peacock' at Owler Bar was
a Toll House until 1880 when tolls
were abolished on this turnpike road.
From about 1781, there had been a
toll house 100 yards away.,

Read about Owler Bar, next issue.



Thunderer

THE Motorway Age has reached us:
Totley has heen cut in two by a

road which has no safe crossing in
its entire length.

Hardly a motorway, with a 30mph
limit on it, but as there's rarely

a police check to enforce this, the
speed of cars is around 50 - 55 mph.
For much of its length, Baslow Road
is a dual carrlageway, four lanes
wide, with restricted access
{Laverdene Road and Greenoak Avenue
have been closed off) and not many
warning signs.

This state of affairs encourages
drivers to cast off all inhibitions

and get in some practice for
Silverstone. Some of the less cautious
ones keep on in the same fashion
after turning into Glover Road, Hillfoot
Road or Totley Hall lane.

BAGK ISSUES

THERE are hardly any back copies left
and,if you want one, please contact us
very guickly. For the third issue we are
are increasing our print order by 20%

to cope with the growing demand.

WHERE T0 BUY

THE following shops have kindly

agreed to sell copies for us:

AVENTUE STORES (corner Main Avenue)

FRUITERAMA (Totley Rise shops)

MARTINS NEWSAGENTS (bottom of
Busheywood Road)

PERKINTONS (corner Maln Avenue)

STRAKERS (opposite the top of Micklay
Lane)

WOLLERTON ROAD NEWSAGENTS at
Bradwavy.

We are grateful for these shops for

helping ug in this way.

they have no copies available then

contact one of the editorial staff.

We seem to be attracting a large

number of telephone calls and personal

vigits rather than letters. Whilst we

are very pleased th hear from vou, it

would be useful if you could also put

your thoughts in writing so that we

can publish your views. Please do

sit down and let us have your views,

criticisms, pralse or points of

information,

EDITORIAL STAFF:

Jeremy Watson

26 Meadowgrove Road 364681
Geoff Nixon

99 Prospect Road

LOCAL HISTCRY

Brian Edwards, Chapel House
Hillfoot Road 368213
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If for any reason

ACTION !

PUBLIC footpaths seem to be the
responsibility of the South Yorkshire
whateveritisdepartment. We have

been approached by residents about
the signposts down by Totley Grove.
These sighposts have recently been
knocked down by vandals and the
authorities have hastily scrambled

the post back into the ground hoping
that a bit of asphalt will secure it.

No doubt the poor workmanship will

be blamed on vandals as well, because
the one post is now uprooted again and
the next post has the finger missing.
The workman obligingly fixed the finger
with easy-to-remove nuts and bolts

DANCE

THE first Totley Residents Association
Dance will be held on Tuesday fth
September at the Kaygeebee Dance
Centre {(under the cle Abbevdale Cinema
where the Court School of Dancing
was previously held). Dancing will

be from R til 12 to the Midlands Big
Band and there will be a bar until 11
with refreshments available too.
Posters went up in shops last week
and the demand for tickets has been
brisk so hurry and buy yours guickly
from Harry Woofinden, 11 Greenoak
Drive, phone 350970, Transport is
being arranged for the return journey
if required.

Tickets 75p (Senior citizens 60p)

and thats exactly what happened - it_was
easily removed and tested in Old Hay
Brook for its buovancy.

The damage to the Penny Lane kissing
gate was reported weeks ago but as yet
nothing has been done.

Other residents complain that footpaths
in the area are being neglected and

are becoming overgrown.

It is hoped that a concerted effort by

the Totley Residents Agsociation and the
Totley and District Environment Society
(will result in rather more attention being
| paid to the footpaths in this area.

TAKE A TIP FROM
BRITISH RAIL

{ WE have been asked by two residents
| whether there is any possibility of the
tunnel waste tips being removed in the
Totley Bents area. The larger waste
tip was planted at the end of the last
century and that area at Hillfoot has
become a delightful woodland.
However the three other tipg are an
eyesore, occupying potentially

useful farming land.

British Rail is to be approached about
the possibility of removing the waste
material and reclaimng the land.,

George Washington here?

In reply to our question on page 5 of
the last issue - Was George born in

{ Totley? - we have to admit that our
exhaustive researches have failed so
far, to establish any connection between

However, due to the Heathrow strike, our
| investigative team have been unable to
fly the Aftlantic to search Central Intellig-
ence Agency Files.

TOTLEY'S MONKEY GARDENS, THE
NOW DEMOLISHED FLEUR DE LICE, NEWS

our district and the former U.S. president.

Next month:cus « rostve mves,

Owd Totley

SENIOR citizen members of the Totley
Residents Association are invited to
an evening on Qld Totley, Wednesday
28th September at the Conservative
Club commencing at 8pm. There will
be lots of photographs and slides,
and the audience will be invited to
join in with comments and guestions.
If you have any interesting photos or
momentoes then please bring them
along so we can project them onto the
screen.

Because of the seating capacity, we
have had to limit tickets to senior
citizen members of the Association
only, Shortly we will be repeating the
avent for other members when we can
find a larger room. Tickets from
Harry Woofinden, 11 Greenocak Drive
telephone 350970 price 10p.

THE SUMMER HOUSE, To
MHG—E, STILE. STANIS Tohay

THE OLID TeTLEY




